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Australian Navy starts inaugural fleet exercise Ocean Raider 

 

HMA Ships Melbourne (05) and Parramatta (154) leave Sydney Harbour to take part in Exercise Ocean Raider. 
Photo: Australian Department of Defence 

The Royal Australian Navy kicked off one of its largest maritime warfare exercises in several locations off the New 
South Wales coast on November 14. Exercise Ocean Raider is held from November 14 to December 5 and involves 11 
warships and submarines, aircraft and more than 1500 personnel from Australia and the United States. This is the first 
year Australian Navy has staged Ocean Raider, which along with Ocean Explorer and Ocean Horizon is a series of 
exercises designed to train and certify the fleet in task-group-level joint sea combat. Source : Naval Today 

Australian Navy frigate completes six-month Middle East mission 

 

HMAS Perth sails back into to her home port of Fleet Base West, Rockingham after six-months deployed on 
Operation Manitou. Photo: Royal Australian Navy 

Sailors onboard Royal Australian Navy’s Anzac-class frigate HMAS Perth returned to their homeport after six months 
away from home undertaking patrols of the Middle East as part of Operation Manitou. Commanding Officer Perth, 
Captain Ivan Ingham, was the first off the gangway and was met by his wife and Commander Surface Forces, 
Commodore Lee Goddard. He said the ship’s company had excelled in the lead up to and throughout the lengthy 
deployment. 

“I’d like to thank all our families and friends for their unfailing support and encouragement,” he said. “We’ve had a 
very full, busy and challenging year – firstly preparing the ship and training for our deployment and then executing our 
lengthy mission. “As the first upgraded Anzac equipped with the new MH-60R combat helicopter, we’ve established the 



benchmark standard for future operations of the class,” Captain Ingham said. The return of HMAS Perth marks the 
63rd rotation of a Royal Australian Navy major fleet unit to the area since 1990. HMAS Arunta follows in her wake, 
deploying on November 13 to continue Australia’s commitment.  Source : Naval Today 

Australian frigate HMAS Arunta departs for nine-month mission 

Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Arunta and her ship’s company of 191 departed HMAS Stirling naval base at 
Rockingham, Western Australia for Operation Manitou in the Middle East Region. Family and friends gathered on the 
wharf to farewell the crew who will deploy for around nine months. Commander Cameron Steil, HMAS Arunta 
Commanding Officer, said the deployment will be long but important. 

“We are the first ship deployed to Operation MANITOU for close to nine months. We have trained hard and are well 
prepared for our mission,” Commander Steil said. “During this time, we will conduct maritime security operations as 
part of multi-national Combined Maritime Forces, including deterring terrorists and the trade of narcotics that fund 
them,” he said.  

Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Stuart Mayer said Australian warships have made significant contributions 
to global security through service in the Middle East. “Arunta is the 64th Royal Australian Navy fleet unit to deploy to 
the Middle East since 1990. In that time, many ships have made the trip in the nation’s interest,” Rear Admiral Mayer 
said. Source : Naval Today 

Deployments such as these as well as the ability to sustain them over such a distance and for so many 
years attests to the RAN being a world class Navy. To top it off they are conducting a major exercise at 
the same time as the change in deployment. 

Russia starts Syria offensive 

Airstrikes have hit rebel positions in Syria for the first time in weeks after Russia announced the start of its offensive 
on Tuesday. According to Russian media reports, the country’s defense minister Sergei Shoigu confirmed that airstrikes 
hit Homs and Idlib provinces of Syria. The minister further said that aircraft from the Admiral Kuznetsov carrier 
cruiser took part in the operation marking the ship’s first ever involvement in combat operations. 

“The main targets of the strikes are warehouses with ammunition, [terrorist] gatherings and terrorist training centers, 
as well as plants for the production of various kinds of weapons of mass destruction of the population,” Shoigu was 
quoted as saying by the Russian RT. Another first was marked by the Russian Navy’s Project 11356 frigate Admiral 
Grigorovich which fired Kalibr cruise missiles targeting terrorist positions. A video released by the Russian Ministry of 
Defence below shows the frigate deploying the missiles. Source : Naval Today 

A video released with this reports shows aircraft being flown off the Kuznetsov but all are carrying two 
short range and two medium range AAMs so either old material or they were not part of the strike force 
which were probably Russian Air Force. As seen below, it has been an increasingly costly operation! 

A Russian Navy MiG-29K crashed returning to aircraft carrier from Syria 

 

A MiG-29K taking off from the Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier. Photo : Mikoyan Gurevich 



A Russian navy MiG-29K fighter crashed into the Mediterranean while attempting to land on the Admiral Kuznetsov 
aircraft carrier after operating over Syria, Fox News reports. A helicopter recovered the pilot, whose status is unknown, 
US officials told Fox. Recent reports and videos suggest that Russia began the Kuznetsov's first combat deployment 
last week in the Mediterranean to support Syrian President Bashar Assad.  

Experts agree that the Kuznetsov's deployment to Syria doesn't meaningfully increase Russia's capabilities in the area 
and that the deployment was done more for propaganda purposes and to showcase Moscow's military hardware, like 
the MiG-29K, which was featured prominently in a flashy video of the operations aboard the Kuznetsov. The news of 
the crash could hurt Russia's prospects of exporting the plane to nations like India, Thailand, and China, which also 
operate MiGs and ski-slope-style aircraft carriers. Source : SUBSIM 

The experts seem to vindicate my point made earlier concerning the deployment – time will tell though. 

‘I Go Where I Please:’ Unshackle Navy to Reply to Iran  

 

US Navy sailors watch for Iranian ships in Strait of Hormuz 

 One of America’s first naval heroes, Commodore Stephen Decatur, was challenged by an Algerian admiral in 1815. 
Decatur’s reply is now enshrined in international law for ships sailing the seven seas: “I go where I please.” This ethos 
came to define the mission of the U.S. Navy – ensuring the high seas are free and safe for all legitimate shipping. But 
just as the Barbary pirates of yore impeded safe passage, U.S. vessels today are challenged by new aggressors, Iran 
foremost. Iranian forces or their proxies have forcibly tried to prevent the U.S. Navy from sailing freely in international 
waters in the Persian Gulf and, more recently, in the Red Sea. 

The U.S. response to this disturbing pattern of sea-borne belligerence, until recently, has been muted. This only invites 
ever more dangerous behaviour from Iran. It is time for the United States to revive Decatur’s intent and allow the 
Navy to assert our right to go “where we please” within the boundaries of international laws and norms of behaviour. 

The trouble started shortly after the negotiation, in July 2015, of an agreement meant to curtail Iran’s nuclear 
program, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). On the day after Christmas last year, an Iranian 
ship fired multiple unguided rockets in the vicinity of the aircraft carrier USS Truman. Shortly thereafter, Iran seized 
two U.S. Navy riverine craft, holding their 10 sailors hostage at gunpoint. Since then, Iranian vessels have “swarmed,” 
fired at, or come dangerously close to colliding with U.S. ships some 30 times. The trouble is not limited to the Persian 
Gulf. Iranian-armed Houthi rebels in Yemen fired cruise missiles at the guided missile destroyer USS Mason in the 
Red Sea. 

Perhaps foreseeing that the JCPOA would embolden Iran, the commander of the Fifth Fleet, Vice Adm. John 
Miller, clarified to his forces in July 2015 that they did not have to “absorb the first round” before engaging aggressive 
vessels. Despite these bold orders, caution seems to be the watchword of the Obama Administration’s underlying 
policy toward Iran’s aggressive behaviour. Repeatedly, U.S. ships have allowed Iranian vessels to close to unsafe 
distances or fire at them, responding only with radio calls, flares, and the occasional warning shot — if at all. Just 



recently, the United States responded to the Houthis by targeting the radar batteries from which the launches 
originated. But even this was several days after the fact. 

While such restraint might appear prudent, in fact it only emboldens all aggressors toward more reckless 
behaviour, establishes a dangerous precedent of unresponsiveness and undermines U.S. credibility. First, like the frog 
boiled to death in incrementally heated water, such repeated incidents inure us to risk. The more often Iran endangers 
our sailors and ships, the more numbed we become tactically and operationally. The more aggression we are willing to 
tolerate as part of a “new normal,” the more accepting we become of Iranian boats operating within hundreds of feet 
of our capital ships. The easier it becomes for Iran to cross from harassment to hostility, with disastrous 
consequences.  

Second, our lack of reaction – starting with the commander-in-chief – sets a precedent that other countries are 
watching. These incidents, and their increasing frequency, have the potential to create crises of confidence among our 
allies globally, and raises the possibility of unpredictable escalation by our adversaries. The more aggressive we allow 
Iran to be, the more aggressive Russia, China, North Korea, and other would-be challengers of U.S. global pre-
eminence will become. It is no coincidence that China is now trying to muscle U.S. ships out of the South China Sea by 
militarizing reefs and declaring a new zone of control. 

Third, Iran’s ability to harass U.S. ships with impunity undermines the credibility of the United States, its commitment 
to maintain safe and secure sea lanes of communication, and the Navy’s ability to execute that mission. We act as the 
“neighbourhood beat cop” upholding law and order on the open seas because our economy depends upon the ability 
of goods – oil, food, cars, electronics – to be shipped freely and safely from one corner of the globe to another. But if 
our Navy’s heavily armed ships can no longer sail in international waters without being harassed, the impact on 
commercial shipping and, by extension, the global economy could be disastrous. 

It is time for the United States to revive the spirit of Commodore Decatur. The Navy’s rules of engagement should be 
unshackled to once again allow captains to sail assertively, affirm our legal rights of unhindered passage under 
international law, and demonstrate clearly to Iran the dangers of its aggressive behaviour on the open seas. U.S. ships 
should go where they please. Source : Breaking Defense.com 

Mm – a very timeous call as I am sure the new US President may be more amenable to this idea. I have 
long wondered when the restraints will be lessened. 

Dutch Battle of the Java Sea warships disappear from seafloor 

 

HNlMS De Ruyter. Photo: NIMH via Dutch Ministry of Defence 

Three Dutch warships sunk off the coast of Indonesia in 1942 have disappeared from the seabed of the Java Sea, 
Dutch defense ministry has noted. The ministry said the cause of the disappearance was unknown. The wrecks of 
HNlMS De Ruyter and HNlMS Java seem to be completely gone while HNlMS Kortenaer is still visible with a large 
portion missing. An international diving team conducting research ahead of the 75th anniversary of the Battle of the 
Java Sea next year noted the disappearance, the ministry noted. 

Dutch defense minister Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert expressed concern commenting: “The Battle of the Java Sea is part 
of our collective memory. The wrecks are silent witnesses of this tragic event and set the stage for the many stories 



about the horrors of war but also the camaraderie between people on board.” De Ruyter, Java and Kortenaer sank 
and hundreds of Dutch sailors died in the Java Sea, north of Surabaya, on February 27, 1942. Among the deceased 
sailors was the Dutch Rear Admiral Karel Dorman who had the opportunity to survive but chose to sink with his ship 
according to old navy tradition. 

Rules of the sea dictate that all ships sunk with sailors on board during war time are considered war graves. If an 
investigation concludes that the war graves were desecrated, this will not be the first time this has happened in the 
region’s waters. 

In 2013, the Australian Department of Defense confirmed reports that scrap merchants were stripping HMAS Perth, a 
World War II warship sunk in the Sunda Strait in 1942. In October 2014, British Telegraph reported that scrap dealers 
scavenged wrecks of British battle cruisers sunk off the coast of Malaysia in 1941. The report said scrappers used 
explosives to break up parts of HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales and bring them back to surface. Source : 
Naval Today 

READER COMMENT 

Your Gotland story refers.  Reminds me of the ‘clean sweep’ by Emily of a fleet which included a Nuke hunter killer in 
1974 whine the MOD in London asked what the hell we had done to our submarines.  Also in early 1967 although not 
serving on PS I went out on her as Sqn TASO because PP was in dockyard hands and was an observer in the sonar 
control room when we did an exercise with a passing RN nuke (Valiant I think).  We had no difficulty at all in finding 
her and holding contact on sonar as the echo was so large it almost deafened the operators and a half blind man could 
see it on the displays!  This is one of the main reasons why I fail to understand why the RN, and the USN, do not 
deign to operate modern non-nuke submarines as part of their fleets.  As a TAS Officer I would far sooner have to 
search for a nuke than an aggressive little so and so in a quiet and more manoeuvrable conventional boat! 

TAILPIECE 

US Judge Says Ex-Presidential Yacht Can Be Sold for $0 to Foreign 
Investors 

 

 Photo : US Navy 

A Delaware judge on Monday said the former presidential yacht, USS Sequoia, can be acquired by an investment 
group for zero dollars, ending a years-long dispute over the storied ship once used by John F. Kennedy. U.S. 
presidents for decades entertained dignitaries on the 104-foot wooden Sequoia until it was sold by Jimmy Carter in 
1977. 

Washington attorney Gary Silversmith bought the yacht in 2000 and used it for private charters. In 2012, Silversmith 
borrowed $5 million from FE Partners LLC, which is backed by the Timblo family of India, to help fund needed repairs. 
The loan set off years of legal wrangling while the historic vessel was neglected. “The Sequoia, an elderly and 
vulnerable wooden yacht, is sitting on an inadequate cradle on an undersized marine railway in a moribund boatyard 



on the western shore of the Chesapeake, deteriorating and, lately, home to raccoons,” wrote Delaware judge Sam 
Glasscock in his Monday ruling. 

Silversmith sued in 2013 to block FE Partners from exercising their right under the loan to buy the yacht. Glasscock 
ruled last year the lender had the right to purchase the ship for $7.8 million, minus various costs including the initial 
$2.49 million loan disbursement, because of a default on the loan. The two sides spent the last year fighting over the 
final deductions from the purchase price. On Monday, Glasscock said the purchase option could be exercised for zero 
dollars, reflecting the extensive work required to make the Sequoia safe to use. 

“We remain willing and able to pay off the lender, but unfortunately it appears that we will be denied that 
opportunity,” said Silversmith in an email, who added he was concerned the yacht was being acquired by foreign 
investors. “We are concerned that there is nothing to prevent the Sequoia from going overseas.” FE Partners did not 
respond immediately to requests for comment. FE Partners said on its website it is committed to restoring the yacht, 
which was built in 1926 in Camden, New Jersey, and designed by John Trumpy. Source : gCaptain 

Nuts! The peanut farmer sold her for $285 000 as a symbolic gesture of a financial cutback. The US 
Congress offered $2 million in 2004 to get her back but the offer was refused! She has an interesting 
history and was a naval vessel in the 30s but was ‘decommissioned’ during WWII by Roosevelt. 
Apparently the reason was one could not carry liquor in a US naval vessel and her main role was 
entertaining VVIPs who were not used to cups of tea! 

AGS 


