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Russian Battlegroup Arrives Off Syria 
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The carrier Admiral Kuznetsov, flagship of the Russian Navy, has arrived off the coast of Syria. Her air wing is 
widely expected to participate in ongoing airstrikes in the siege of Aleppo. Western diplomats and UN officials have 
alleged a pattern of war crimes in Russia's air campaign against rebel groups in the city, and have called for a halt in 
hostilities. The nuclear-powered cruiser Pyotr Velikiy (Peter the Great), the destroyer Vice Admiral Kulakov, the 
ASW vessel Severomorsk and several naval auxiliaries accompany the Kuznetsov.  

In addition, Russian media reported Thursday that the Black Sea Fleet's guided missile frigate Admiral Grigorovich 
will be joining the Kuznetsov. The Grigorovich is equipped for a land attack and air defense role. NATO informed 
media on Thursday that it is also tracking three Russian submarines that have been deployed to the waters off Syria, 
all equipped with land-attack cruise missiles.  

Many analysts expect that the Kuznetsov's role in any airstrikes would be limited; the vessel's jump-ramp system is 
not adequate to launch its fighter-bombers fully fuelled and loaded, and they must take off light and return early. 
Video of launch and recovery aboard the Kuznetsov (above) shows her fighters launching without external 
stores. However, a defense analyst told TASS that helicopters launched off the Kuznetsov's deck will test a new long-
range anti-tank guided missile against ground targets. 

Russian diplomats have repeatedly said that the fleet is not off of Syria in order to attack Aleppo, and that its presence 
represents a normal state of affairs. But on Wednesday, General Valery Gerasimov, chief of the Russian military's 
general staff, warned rebel groups that they should take advantage of a 10-hour voluntary ceasefire and flee the city. 
The ceasefire will be in effect 0900 hours to 1900 hours Friday.  

Western observers are concerned that Russian and Syrian government forces are preparing for a sustained assault on 
rebel-held areas after it ends. Rebel leaders have refused to depart the city, and their fighters stepped up attacks on 
government positions Thursday in advance of the pause. Source : The Maritime Executive 

This is just an expensive a show of force as the Russians have a full airbase to operate from in Syria.  

UK finally starting work on Type 26 frigates 

UK’s Defence Secretary announced on Friday that first steel for the Royal Navy’s new Type 26 frigates would be cut in 
summer 2017. Michael Fallon made the announcement during a visit to Govan in Scotland and added that the deal was 
subject to final contract negotiations. Fallon also announced a £100 million contract with MBDA to deliver the Sea 
Ceptor self-defense missile system for the ship. The contract will support design work, allow equipment to be 
manufactured to equip the entire Type 26 fleet, and install the system on the first three ships. 

This follows a £183 million investment in the maritime indirect fire system, the Type 26’s 5-inch calibre gun earlier in 
the summer, bringing the total investment in the program so far to £1.9 billion. The construction start for the Type 26 
program was delayed indefinitely back in July this year after the Ministry of Defence reportedly rejected BAE Systems 



proposal for a £275 million reduction in price along with a promise to start work on time. The Ministry was looking for 
savings of £500m in the £11.5 billion Type 26 program. 

 

The 2015 Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR15) cut the number of anti-submarine Type 26 Global Combat 
Ships to be built from 13 to 8. The secretary also announced that the MOD plans to sign a contract shortly to start 
building of the two additional offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) pledged to in the SDSR, both of which will be delivered in 
2019, protecting jobs on the Clyde before the start of the Type 26 programme gets fully under way. Source : Naval 
Today 

Halleluiah – hope the final designs are approved soon! 

Newly China-Built Navy Ship en route Nigeria 

NNS Unity the newest Nigerian Navy Ship built in China continued her homeward voyage with several port calls en 
route Nigeria. The ‘man of war’ departed Simon’s Port South Africa on Fri 25 November (October!) 2016. On arrival at 
the Port of Luanda Angola the representative of the Chief of the Naval Staff Rear Admiral Ifeola Mohammed received 
the ship and her crew in Angola. 

Also present to receive the ship were the Captain of the Port of Luanda Captain Henrique Pedro, Director of 
International Relations Angolan Ministry of Defence General Jose De Sousa and the Nigerian Ambassador to Angola Mr 
Ofon Tom Etuknwa. Briefing the news men after the welcoming ceremony, the representative of the Chief of the Naval 
Staff said, the ‘man of war’ on joining the Nigerian Navy fleet will consolidate on the successes being recorded in the 
fight against piracy, maritime crime and other illegalities in our maritime domain up to the Gulf of Guinea.  

Further acquisitions are in the offing for the Nigerian Navy as the current administration is keen on increasing the 
number of capital ships in the Nigerian Navy to bring our Navy at par with stronger navies around the world. One of 
the advantages of this ship is that maintaining it is not as capital intensive as other capital ships in the Nigerian Navy 
inventory. It would be recalled that NNS Unity departed China on 21 September 2016 on her maiden voyage to 
Nigeria. The ship is being commanded by Captain Abolade Ogunleye and is expected to arrive Nigeria on 4 November 
2016. Source : Naija247news 

Hardly a capital ship but adequate for its task. I did not think that maintenance was a major 
consideration in the NN as few vessels are fully operational after a short period 

French Navy FTI Frigate: From 57mm to 127mm, Naval Gun System Choice 
Still Open 

The FTI (Frégate de Taille Intermédiaire or mid-size frigate) was undoubtly the "star of the show" at Euronaval this 
year. A scale model representative of its design was unveiled by French Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian on 
October 18th. Five new generation FTI frigates are expected to supplement eight FREMM frigates and two Horizon air 
defense destroyers by 2030 for a total of fifteen "first rank" surface combatants. While the model unveiled on the 
French MoD booth shows several specific systems fitted aboard, Navy Recognition learned that this model is not yet 
representative of the final configuration yet as the critical design review hasn't been reached yet. 

The Euronaval FTI scale model is representative of the FTI design being currently proposed by the French defense 
procurement agency (DGA) to the French Navy (Marine Nationale) but Navy Recognition learned from a number of 
sources that several systems are still being debated, one of these systems being the main naval guns. The FTI model 
at Euronaval featured a 76mm by Leonardo (formerly known as Oto Melara). This solution makes perfect sense since 
this gun type is already fitted on the two Horizon destroyers and the Aquitaine-class FREMM frigates.  



 

The FTI mid-size frigate scale model on the French MoD stand at Euronaval 2016 

However, as we've reported before, some sailors in the French Navy have been (and are still) advocating a larger gun 
system able to provide longer range and increased lethality. This need could be answered by a 127mm main gun. Two 
companies have such a gun in their portfolio: The 127/64 by Leonardo-Finmeccanica's Defence Systems Division of 
Italy and the Mark 45 Mod 4 by BAE Systems Inc. from the United States. 

While the FTI scale model was unveiled on Tuesday 18 October at Euronaval (with the 76mm), the Chief of Staff of 
the French Navy visited the BAE System booth on Thursday 20 October to get briefed on both the Mark 45 Mod 4 and 
the Bofors 57mm gun. To us, this shows that the choice for the FTI main gun is still very much open.  
The FTI was designed to accommodate the 127mm gun (from both companies): At the show, DCNS was showcasing a 
scale model of the export variant of the FTI, the Belhorra, with a 127mm gun. Both the 127/54 and the Mark 45 Mod 4 
can deploy smart, precision munitions (the Vulcano ammunition for the Italian gun, and the Hyper Velocity Projectile 
and Standard Guided Projectile for the American gun) which is of interest to the French Navy as well.  

A key factor will be the whole life cost of the system, we learned at the show that this is the reason why the Bofors 
57mm Mk 3 has recently started to be considered as well. In addition to being more affordable than a 127mm or 
76mm gun, the 57mm offers other advantages: While this gun doesn't offer the range and lethality of the 127mm 
guns, some of its performances are comparable to the 76mm. This is particularly true when you take factors such as 
the rate of fire and the amount of explosive per shell into account (the Bofors gun achieves a higher amount of 
"explosive fired per second" compared to the 76mm.  

In addition, the 57mm shells being smaller, a greater number may be stored aboard the ship. Finally, we believe that a 
smaller main gun (such as the 57mm) because of its lighter weight could allow the installation of larger remote 
weapon stations (than the 20mm Narwhal). This is pure speculation on our end, but an FTI fitted with a 57mm main 
gun at the bow and two Thales RAPID SeaGuardian 40mm CIWS on top of the helicopter hangar at the stern (for a 
360° coverage) could make sense. The gun comes with smart ammunition as well: The 3P all-target programmable 
ammunition and the ORKA "one shot one kill" round currently under development. 

Until the programme reaches critical design review, many things may still evolve and the FTI scale model we will see 
at Euronaval 2018 may look slightly different compared to the one unveiled last week as the design gets fine tuned. 
This is normal however: Our frequent readers may remember that we used to spot the design changes between the 
original Type 26 scale model and its later iterations. The area around the bridge of the FTI may still evolve. Our 
understanding is that it looks the way it is right now mainly because of a requirement to fit a Narwhal remote weapon 
station just forward of the bridge (with another one on top of the helicopter hangar for 360° coverage).  

We also learned that space provisions have already been set on and in the foredeck for future growth. While the 
French Navy FTI is shown with 16x A50 VLS (for MBDA Aster 30 SAM), there is a requirement to increase this number 
to a total of 32x VLS "if the need arises some time in the future". We could not learn the reason behind this 
requirement, however our wild guess is that it could have something to do with the Future Cruise and Anti-Ship 
Weapon (FCASW) (known as Future Missile Antinavire/Future Missile de Croisière in France). It is intended to replace 
the Exocet anti-ship missile in the far future (as well as the air launched SCALP/Storm Shadow) and it may well be 
vertically launched from surface vessels 

The time line for the FTI programme is very tight: The first ship of the class is set to be delivered to the French Navy 
in 2023. Because of this tight schedule, the DGA has set up a collaborative work group. This work group brings 



together experts from the DGA, French Navy, DCNS and Thales with the most modern engineering tools at their 
disposal. The FTI will have a displacement of about 4200 tonnes with a crew of 125 sailors. It will be capable of anti-
submarine warfare, anti-air warfare, anti-surface warfare as well as the support of special forces missions. 

The prime contractor is DCNS while Thales is set to supply a number of brand new, next-gen systems: 

-  The CAPTAS-4 Compact sonar 

- The SEA FIRE radar 

- - Aquilon integrated naval communication system 

- - The SENTINEL electronic warfare system 

Source : Naval Recognition 

A bit confusing as it ends up suggesting a choice between 127mm gun (great for NGS but poor in AA) 
and a 57mm gun (great for AA but very poor for NGS) – surely the operational requirement will be more 
specific. 

Corvettes Under Make-In-India 

The Indian Navy probably has more indigenous equipment than the Army or the Air Force. A lot of the surface ships 
for the Navy are being built at Indian shipyards, including the next generation aircraft carrier - INS Vikrant. Now the 
Indian Navy is looking to induct next generation Corvettes that will again be built in the country, as a 'Make In India' 
project. The project is expected to run into thousands of crores.  

Private shipyards like the Reliance Defence and Engineering Limited (RDEL) are likely to respond to the navy's Request 
for Information (RFI) along with state-run shipyards. "We will be pitching for it strongly. We have made different types 
of warships in our shipyard and we are the only ones to have delivered earlier than schedule," Chairman and Managing 
Director of Goa Shipyard, Rear Admiral Shekhar Mital (Ret) told PTI. The corvettes will be capable of carrying out 
surface-to-surface missile attacks, anti-submarine warfare operations, and the navy wants the ships to be delivered 
from 2023.  

While the exact value of the project is yet to be determined since it all depends on the kind of weapon platform that 
will be on board, sources said it is safe to assume that each corvette would cost about Rs 1,500 to Rs 1,800 crore. The 
criteria for the new vessels are largely similar to the Khukri-class boats they will replace - 4,000 nautical mile range, 
maximum and sustained top speeds of 25-27 knots. The 120-meter-long single hull corvettes, or small warships, will 
have low radar, acoustic, magnetic, visual and infra-red signatures. The ships should able to carry a minimum of 8 
surface-to-surface missiles and engage sea-skimming missiles, flying 3-5 metres above sea level, up to maximum 
speed of Mach 3 (three times the speed of sound).  

Active towed array sonar, two light-weight torpedo launchers should be on board fitted to the corvettes, a navy 
document says. There are at present at least 45 ships and submarines under construction in India. India has already 
built four anti-submarine warfare corvettes under Project-28, the first of which was handed over to the navy in 2014. 
This was built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd. Source : Indiatimes 

Another ambitious project but does the country have the capacity? 2023 is only 6-7 years away. 

Sea trials success 

 



The future KRI Raden Eddy Martadinata, the first of two SIGMA 10514 Perusak Kawal Rudal (PKR) frigates on 
order for the Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL), has successfully completed sea trials ahead of delivery in early 2017. Damen 
Schelde Naval Shipbuilding (DSNS) – as prime contractor – signed a contract in December 2012 with the Indonesian 
Ministry of Defence for the first PKR. An option for the second vessel was exercised in mid-2013. Construction of the 
ships has been shared between the Vlissingen, Netherlands, facility of DSNS and the PT PAL shipyard in Surabaya.  

The 105m, 2,365-tonne PKR frigates are the largest SIGMA variants built to date. Concurrent collaborative modular 
build has significantly reduced construction time, with manufacture activities for the ship only beginning in January 
2014. “The success of the programme rested on the two yards working together with the end client operating almost 
as a single unit,” said DSNS in a statement. “The strong relationship also allowed the technology transfer programme 
to proceed smoothly, both in Indonesia and in the Netherlands.” Each vessel is made up of six modules.  

For the first ship, four of these were built by PT PAL; the remaining two, comprising the bridge/ command centre and 
the main machinery space, were built, outfitted and fully tested by DSNS in Vlissingen before being shipped for final 
assembly at PT PAL. Prior to the start of sea trials, the ship completed seven days of basin trials to ensure that the 
propulsion and safety systems were fully operational, before commencing passage from the PT PAL shipyard in 
Surabaya to the open waters of the Java Sea.  

The ship then completed a two-week period of sea trials during late August/early September, including tests of a 
weapon, sensor and command systems. Noise measurements and cavitation observations were also performed. The 
main sea trials period concluded on 7 September. In a statement, DSNS said the trials were successful “with almost all 
the systems passing their assessments first time around”. Minor changes, including modifications to accommodation, 
were implemented prior to three days of final testing at the end of September. Raden Eddy Martadinata is on 
schedule for delivery at the end of January 2017 following the completion of three months of crew training. Work 
continues at Vlissingen and Surabaya on the build of the second PKR vessel, to be named I Gusti Ngura Rai. 
Delivery is scheduled for October 2017. Source : Janes 

The second vessel is afloat and already being fitted out – a very successful project 

Indonesia’s PT Palindo Marine showcases mini-submarine design 

 

Indonesian shipbuilder PT Palindo Marine has showcased its mini-submarine design, named Kapal Selam Mini, at Indo 
Defence 2016. The 22-metre submarine is intended for Special Forces operations in littoral waters (IHS Jane’s). Thus, 
the Kapal Selam Mini submarine does not possess torpedo tubes, which larger conventional submarines use to carry 
anti-submarine warfare torpedoes and anti-ship missiles. 

As per IHS Jane’s, PT Palindo Marine will begin constructing the prototype and technology demonstrator boat in 2017 
with the aim of completing it in 2019. The Kepal Selam Mini was collaboratively designed by Indonesia’s Ministry of 
Defence, University of Indonesia, and PT Palindo Marine, Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember. The Kapal Selam Mini 
will carry a crew of five alongside seven Special Forces operatives. The submarine will have a submerged displacement 
of 127.1 tons. It will be able to remain submerged without snorkeling for up to three days and dive to up to 150 
metres. 



The Kepal Selam Mini is a very lightweight submarine, though PT Palindo Marine’s decision to omit armaments is a 
notable decision considering that older designs, such as the Italian MG110, possess torpedo tubes. There could be a 
case of managing complexity, but one should not preclude further design changes between the technology 
demonstrator under construction and what could ultimately be in the product catalogue. 

The Indonesian Navy expressed interest in acquiring midget submarines to patrol its littoral waters, which is a valid 
need since Indonesia is an archipelago. With numerous islands, each sustaining major segments of the total 
Indonesian economy, one can understand Jakarta’s interest in maintaining the security of its coasts, which can 
emanate conventional and asymmetrical military threats, and from crime (e.g. piracy). 

If the Kepal Selam Mini comes to fruition and if Indonesia matures the design, PT Palindo Marine could one day have 
an internationally competitive design on its hands. Numerous segments of the worldwide defence industry are 
bifurcating between very expensive, but very capable, high-end solutions, and very inexpensive, but relatively very 
capable, low-end solutions. This is plainly evident in the combat aircraft market, which is seeing many developing 
world air forces embrace turboprop-powered attack aircraft. 

The submarine market could be worth examining in that respect. A low-cost but capable anti-access and area denial 
submarine could be of interest to many countries, which may not be able to enter the current marketplace due to cost. 
DCNS and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems toyed with the idea (through the SMX-23 and Type 210mod, respectively), 
but in contrast to France and Germany, PT Palindo Marine’s small conventional submarine initiative is being backed by 
domestic need. Source : SUBSIM 

Teekay Says Gas Carrier Attackers Carried ‘Substantial Amount of 
Explosives’ 

LONDON, Nov 3 – Unknown assailants who opened fire on a gas tanker last week off the coast of Yemen were also 
carrying a “substantial amount of explosives,” the vessel’s owner said on Thursday, and a maritime source said it may 
have been an attempted suicide attack. Security experts said the new details of the Oct. 25 incident would heighten 
concerns for shipping in the narrow Bab al-Mandab waterway at the entrance to the Red Sea, a major choke point in 
the world oil trade. 

In an initial statement last week, shipping group Teekay said its LNG (liquefied natural gas) tanker Galicia Spirit had 
“experienced a suspected piracy attack” but no one had managed to board it. In an update on Thursday, Teekay said 
it had now conducted an investigation with security experts. This indicated that “the skiff (small boat) that engaged in 
an attack on the Galicia Spirit using small arms was also carrying a substantial amount of explosives.” 

It added: “While the intentions of the attackers and the use of the explosives are unknown, the investigation findings 
indicate that the explosives would have been sufficient to have caused significant damage to the vessel. “It appears, 
however, that when the skiff was approximately 20m (meters) from the vessel, the explosives detonated, destroying 
the skiff and ending the attack.” 

No details have emerged of how many attackers there were, or what happened to them, but maritime sources said the 
information to date indicated this was probably not piracy. “If the circumstances are as described, it was an ambitious 
attempt carried out by people who didn’t expect to survive,” said one source with detailed knowledge of the area. “An 
LNG vessel also has a double skin (hull), but if the explosives were enough to penetrate the main hull, then it is 
certainly possible that damage would have been done to the inner skin and gas could have escaped and ignited.” 

Teekay said the vessel suffered minor damage with no injuries to the crew. The incident, the first attack on a 
commercial ship since July, followed the launching of missiles from Yemen in recent weeks against military craft, 
including U.S. navy vessels. Militants have launched successful maritime attacks in the area before. A suicide bombing 
carried out by al Qaeda, which has a powerful regional arm in Yemen, killed 17 sailors on the U.S. warship Cole in 
Aden’s port in 2000. Two years later, al Qaeda hit a French tanker in the Gulf of Aden, south of the Bab al-Mandab. 

Maritime security sources said the attack on the Galicia Spirit occurred near Perim Island, just a few kilometers from 
the southern Yemeni coast and the site of a lighthouse for ships passing through the Bab al-Mandab. “Attacks like 
these are not common and take a certain amount of training and resources to achieve,” said Michael Edey of British 
security firm Dryad Maritime. “It will obviously raise concerns for shipping in the area.” 

While shipping companies have yet to divert ships, the stakes are high. Nearly 4 million barrels of oil are shipped daily 
to Europe, the United States and Asia via the Bab al-Mandab, as well as other commercial goods. “Recent incidents off 
Somalia, the Bab al-Mandab and wider Indian Ocean indicate an increased threat level to shipping from piracy and 
maritime terrorism,” British maritime security firm MAST said in a report this week. 



A civil war is raging in Yemen between the Iran-aligned Houthi movement, backed by troops loyal to former President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, and the internationally recognized government of Abd Rabbu Mansour al-Hadi, backed by Saudi 
Arabia. The United States carried out cruise missile strikes on Oct. 15 against radar sites in Houthi-controlled areas of 
Yemen after two confirmed attempts to hit a U.S. Navy destroyer with coastal cruise missiles close to the Bab al-
Mandab. The Houthi movement has denied firing on the USS Mason. The Houthis have confirmed a separate earlier 
attack on a United Arab Emirates vessel in the area. Source : Thomson Reuters 

READER COMMENT 

1. Reading about the South Korean CG versus Chinese trawlers reminds one of the #Fees must fall protests. In 
both cases the authorities were pushed to the extent of having to escalate their responses to restore order, at which 
point they are accused of using excessive force! 

2. Naval Base Durban – and to think that if we on the Naval Board in December 1989/1990 had not fought off 
the two Admirals in Chief of Staff Finance then Salisbury Island would have closed down completely and been disposed 
of! 

AGS 

PS - Have a great weekend. 

 

 


