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USS Montgomery Suffers another Hull Crack 
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The littoral combat ship USS Montgomery sustained a second crack to her hull on Saturday when she struck a lock 
wall in the Panama Canal. The Navy said in a statement that the incident occurred during a southbound transit of the 

Gatun and Pedro Miguel locks while a Canal pilot had the con. The Montgomery struck the "centre lock wall" and 
suffered a crack a foot and a half long between her port quarter and transom plates; the statement said that the crack 

is eight to 10 feet above the waterline, and it does not pose a water intrusion or stability risk. The Montgomery has 
continued on her voyage to San Diego as scheduled.  

The newly built Montgomery has already suffered three other hull and equipment casualties since her commissioning 

in September. On her maiden voyage after the ceremony, her crew detected a seawater leak in the hydraulic cooling 
system, and later the same day, she suffered an unspecified casualty to one of her gas turbines, according to the 

Navy. Following these casualties she rerouted to Naval Station Mayport in Florida for repairs. 

On October 4, the advance of Hurricane Matthew meant that Montgomery had to leave Mayport's harbour. As she 

was being escorted from her berth, a tug struck her with force, putting a foot-long crack along a weld in her hull about 

three feet above the waterline. According to a report from the Navy Times, she also suffered five bent stringers behind 
the cracked plate. The accidents under peacetime operating conditions raise new questions about the durability and 

survivability of the Navy's two classes of Littoral Combat Ships, both of which have suffered repeated casualties.  

The Navy has already relieved two LCS commanders of their duties over damage on board, stood down all vessels for 

retraining of engineering crews, and restructured its deployment plan to keep the first two ships of each class near 

their home ports for "testing." In addition, every one in four of the later hulls will be kept in reserve for training 
purposes. Senator John McCain and the Senate Armed Services committee have called for a replacement design to be 

fielded as soon as possible. Source : The Maritime Executive 

Russian submarines spotted off BRITISH COAST in latest Putin offensive 

A Russian nuclear submarine operating covertly in waters off the coast of Britain is being tracked by the Royal Navy. 

The sub is believed to be one of three fearsomely armed subs heading for Mediterranean – easy striking distance of 
the besieged Syrian city of Aleppo. While the world condemns the flotilla of Russian surface battleships on its way to 

the east Mediterranean, it is the submarines that will unleash deadly metal rain on Syria’s last rebel stronghold, experts 
warn.  

The news comes as tensions between London and Moscow escalate following Britain’s decision to deploy tanks, fighter 

aircraft and up to 800 troops to Baltic war games. A Royal Navy nuclear submarine was last night tracking two of the 
boats in the Irish Sea. They are expected to join the task force, headed by Russia’s only aircraft carrier, Admiral 

Kuznetsov, on Monday. In December last year its Military Maritime Fleet successfully trialled the first firing of cruise 



missiles from a submarine, when the Kilo-class ‘Rostov-on-Don’ launched four Kalibr missiles, with a 4,000 km 

range, on ISIS targets.  

It is not ISIS, however, that is expected to be the target of this newest deployment, but rather Aleppo, where 270,000 

civilians remain trapped with no hope of escape Sources revealed that two Akula-class attack submarines, armed with 
the same Kalibr land attack cruise missile system, were “pinged” by a Royal Navy Trafalgar-class submarine as they 

sailed through the Irish Sea. The boats, made famous by the blockbuster “Hunt for Red October” starring Sean 
Connery, are usually based at Severmorsk, near Murmansk.  

They sail as part of the Northern Fleet, formerly known as the “Red Banner” fleet after an honour it was bestowed 

during the height of the Cold War in 1965. A third, a Kilo-class submarine from the same fleet, crept through the 
English Channel after being spotted by a Norwegian P3 Maritime Patrol aircraft while it surfaced. While slower than 

their nuclear-powered counterparts, Russia’s Kilo class submarines are said to be the quietest diesel-electric 
submarines in the world, and are primarily designed for anti-submarine warfare.  

All three have been shadowed off the South West approaches by the Royal Navy submarine, which boasts Russian-

speaking technicians in its crew and tracked them in a six-hour contact. “In the South West approaches, the Russian 
submarines made it clear that they wanted us to know they were there. Then, after a period of time, they went deep. 

They were located once more with support from a Nato partner,” said a naval source.  

Russian premier Vladimir Putin sent a clear statement of ‘strategic power’ when he ordered his carrier group to sail 

through the English Channel “The Akula attack submarines are the real strike force, and the Kilo boat can operate in 
the shallower waters of the Black Sea,” added the source last night. “They have been kitted with the new Kalibr cruise 

missile. While the Admiral Kuznetsov will be the main focus of attention, it is submarines that will provide the strike 

capability. "Submarines are the “Crown Jewels” of the Russia’s navy. Conscripts have been replaced by professional, 
all-volunteer crews and they have enjoyed increased funding while other military budgets are being cut.  

The Northern Fleet has three active Akula-class submarines, K-154 Tigr, K-335 Gepard, and K-17 Pantera, all of 
which now carry Kalibr cruise missiles. Last night former Nato Commander Rear Admiral Chris Perry said: “This is 

about Russia wanting a footprint in the Eastern Mediterranean. “One reason is for its Syrian operations, but the other 

is so that it can dominate the Black Sea. “The Akulas and Kilos carry quite a few cruise missiles. They provide 
protection for the surface force, but are also a potent strike facility in their own right. “While cruise-missile firing 

submarines can be viewed as a poor man’s ballistic missile submarine, the advantage is that not carrying a nuclear 
warhead makes them more usable.  

Russian navy expert Magnus Nordenman of the Atlantic Council think-tank, added: “Russia’s successful December 
launch was very significant. If a Russian submarine can fire on Syria, it can fire on any land target. Before then, only 

the US, Britain and France had this capacity. “What they're testing now is how to put their forces together. It's proof 

the Russians are getting increasingly proficient in deploying their military power. “If reports are accurate, it means 
they have deployed two out of three of their available Akulas.  

The US would consider this a surge. It takes a lot of stretching to make this happen. ”He warned that European 
defence ministries had been underfunding their navies at a time when naval power was becoming more crucial, 

adding: “The priority has been on land operations, either in the asymmetrical operations or conventional land threats 

in the Baltic states. "The UK got rid of its maritime patrol aircraft and that’s why it now relies on Norway. “But a lot of 
emerging contest is now happening in the sea. It's not just Russia. Look at the South China Sea. ”The news comes as 

Russia announces it hopes to salvage one of its Som-class submarines that sank in Swedish waters in 1916. Source : 
Maasmond Clippings 

Oh woe is we – The Russians are coming! This is an example of Press Paranoia at its extreme. 
‘Fearsomely armed’ would be more appropriate for an Ohio class SSBN and ‘unleashing a deadly rain of 
metal’ is something from Boys Own in the 30s. The Brits will be rushing to buy Anderson shelters if the 
believe all this!  

Nuke submarine to go on display 

A nuclear-powered submarine is berthed at a port of the Chinese Navy Museum in Qingdao, Shandong province, on 

Oct 15. The vessel will be displayed at the museum soon. Chinese military enthusiasts can see tanks, artillery guns and 
fighter jets in military museums around the nation, but what is coming is probably beyond their expectations-a 

nuclear-powered attack submarine. According to an announcement by the North Sea Fleet of the People's Liberation 
Army Navy, China's first nuclear-powered submarine was towed to a port of the Chinese Navy Museum in Qingdao, a 

coastal city in Shandong province, in mid-October. 



"This boat, which sailed oceans for more than 40 years, will soon be presented as an exhibit to you at the museum," 

the announcement said. "Before arriving at the museum, the submarine's nuclear parts have been removed, in 
accordance with international standards, so the boat is completely safe." The decommissioning of the submarine, 

together with the safe disposal of its nuclear reactors and waste, indicates China is able to not only develop and 
operate nuclear submarines, but also properly handle them when they retire, it added.  

Though the announcement did not reveal the type and name of the retired submarine, an earlier report by PLA 
Pictorial said it is the CNS Long March-1, a Type-091 nuclear-powered attack submarine. As the PLA Navy's first 

nuclear submarine, the boat was built and commissioned in the early 1970s, the magazine said. Xinhua News Agency 

reported that Type-091 submarines were produced based on technology from the 1950s and 1960s, and have short-
range weapons. With a displacement of 5,000 metric tons, the Type-091 submarine is usually equipped with six 

torpedo tubes, it said.  

The PLA Navy has at least 10 nuclear-powered submarines remaining in service, according to the industry bible Jane's 

Fighting Ships. Yin Zhuo, director of the PLA Navy's Expert Consultation Committee, said the display of the nuclear 

submarine will enable the public to increase their knowledge and understanding of the Chinese Navy. "The Type-091 
nuclear submarine had been of great importance because it conducted combat-ready patrols," he said. "Showing such 

a significant weapon will arouse the public's interest in the PLA Navy's history and future. "The expert also suggested 
that displaying advanced ships, submarines and weapons at domestic maritime exhibitions would establish a closer 

connection with the public.  

However, Yin said the odds are very low of a Type-092 nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine being displayed at 

the Chinese Navy Museum after it retires, because such equipment will still be a top secret for many years. No navy in 

the world has ever put a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine on display in a museum, he added. Source : 
Maasmond Clippings 

Navy Seeking Unmanned Underwater Advances to Field Today, To Inform 
Next Generation Sub Design In 2020s 

 

Crew members from Task Group 56.1 launch a MK 18 MOD 2 Kingfish unmanned underwater vehicle from a rigid-hull 

inflatable boat during Squadex 2016, on Aug. 2, 2016, in the Persian Gulf. Squadex 2016 demonstrates U.S./U.K. mine 

detection capabilities in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. US Navy photo. 

The Navy submarine community is pushing hard to make progress on unmanned underwater vehicle development and 

operations, which lag behind unmanned aerial vehicles, through prototype testing and the creation of a UUV squadron. 

Rear Adm. William Merz, who recently took over as the service’s director of undersea warfare (OPNAV N97) said Oct. 

27 at the Naval Submarine League’s annual symposium that the submarine community currently gets more use out of 

unmanned aerial vehicles, which are more technologically mature and easier to operate, and he wants to see UUVs 
catch up. 



“I’m tired of waiting,” he said. “Give me what you have, I will take it to sea, I will give you feedback and you can 

continue to develop and evolve, and then I’ll take that to sea and give you more feedback.” He noted the Mk 18 Mod 2 
Kingfish UUV was brought to the Middle East in 2012 and used by a team of developers and U.S. 5th Fleet sailors to 

conduct real missions. “We think we pretty much skipped a whole generation of testing, evaluation and development” 
thanks to the rapid fielding approach, Merz said. 

Commander of U.S. Submarine Force Pacific Rear Adm. Fritz Roegge said at the same conference that in 2019 the 
Navy would stand up its first UUV Squadron, which will be subordinate to Submarine Development Squadron 5. He 

said that, as new types of UUVs come online, the UUVRON would be responsible for learning to man, train and equip 

operational UUV units and developing UUV operational concepts 

This rapid learning effort with unmanned vehicles will actually be important in shaping the next manned submarine. 

Program Executive Officer for Submarines Rear Adm. Michael Jabaley said Oct. 26 at the symposium that current plans 
for the Virginia-class attack submarine call for two more blocks of new capabilities – Blocks VI and VII – before 

transitioning to an SSN(X). It is too early to know what SSN(X) will look like, he said, but the future platform will be 

required to “seamlessly integrate, deploy and employ unmanned vehicles.” 

The Navy expects to buy its first SSN(X) in 2034, which means an analysis of alternatives to select a material solution 

to meet the warfighting requirement would happen in the early- to mid-2020s, he said. Ahead of that AoA, the Navy 
needs to learn everything it can about UUVs, multi-domain unmanned vehicles such as those that can be launched 

from undersea and then fly through the air, and unmanned vehicle support systems like the Forward-Deployed Energy-
Charging Outpost (FDECO) that UUVs could connect to and recharge mid-mission. While Merz is encouraging industry 

to send him solutions that could be fielded and tested today, Jabaley said he was soliciting any idea, no matter how 

crazy, for future submarine-based unmanned systems. 

“We have for years used any available interface on the submarine to get the UUV off the ship, whether it was torpedo 

tubes, 3-inch launcher, trash disposal unit – we have to get beyond that, there has to be a better way to design this 
submarine from the ground up to seamlessly employ UUVs,” Jabaley said. “And I’m talking transformational stuff – I 

testified before Congress earlier this year, I said, you know, it’s like the remora, that little suckerfish that attaches itself 

to the shark or the whale as it goes along; maybe that’s the answer. Maybe there’s some way to figure that out.” 

The rear admiral said he wanted to engage industry, academia and Navy labs in the hopes of “finding those really 

weird ideas that everybody says, ‘well that’ll never happen.’ Yeah, but maybe there’s a part of it that can. Maybe that 
part you can pair with a part over here, and before you know it you have something useful.” Jabaley said there had 

been talk of extending the Virginia-class program a bit longer, adding in a Block VIII instead of moving into SSN(X) in 
the 2030s. He said that option was still on the table but stressed that his PEO is “aggressively approaching the SSN(X) 

because the need for this type of platform is significant.” Source : USNI News’ 

Australia considering joint South China Sea patrols with Indonesia 

 

RAN frigate sails in the South China Sea during exercise Bersama Lima 2016. Photo: Royal Australian Navy 



Australia is considering an Indonesian invitation for joint maritime patrols in the South China Sea, Australia’s Foreign 

Minister Julie Bishop said Tuesday. According to Bishop, the option was discussed during last week’s meeting between 
her, Australian Defence Minister Marise Payne and Indonesian officials including Defence Minister Ryamizard Ryacudu 

in Jakarta. “We have agreed to explore options to increase maritime cooperation and of course that would include 
coordinated activities in the South China Sea and the Sulu Sea,” Bishop told ABC Radio. 

Tensions between Indonesia and China heightened after the arbitration court in Hague issued the South China Sea 
ruling which said China’s claims to disputed territories in the South China Sea had no legal footing. Vessels from 

Indonesia and China were involved in a number of incidents this year in waters where China and Indonesia have 

overlapping claims for maritime rights and interests. 

China also warned Australia to act “cautiously” regarding the South China Sea issue after Australia joined a statement 

with the US and Japan in July which called for China to abide by the ruling. U.S. Navy vessels have already carried out 
a number of patrols in the region under the ‘freedom of navigation’ operation. Guided missile destroyers sailed close to 

China-claimed islands and reefs three times before and one time after the court ruling. Source : Maasmond 

Clippings 

Senegalese OPV on delivery voyage 
 

Senegal’s latest naval acquisition, the offshore patrol vessel 

Fouladou, has left France on its delivery voyage and will soon 

arrive in Senegal. The 58 metre long vessel was handed over by 
Ocea on 26 October and departed France on 28 October. She is 

due to arrive home on 7 November, according to Mer et Marine. 
Her route will take her to Morocco and then Senegal.  

The Fouladou is constructed from aluminium and can reach a top 

speed of 26 knots. Aluminium gives a lighter weight than steel 
and results in lower operating costs, although it is softer and less 

resistant to fire.  

Power is provided by two MTU 16V4000 M73 diesel engines 

delivering 2 560 kW driving two fixed pitch propellers. A bow 
thruster makes it easy to get in and out of ports. Range is up to 5 

500 miles at 12 knots or three weeks without refuelling. Crew 

complement is 24 but another 35 people can be accommodated on board. Sensors include a Safran Vigy Observer 
system that uses an infrared camera and laser rangefinder. Armament includes a 30 mm remotely operated cannon 

supplied by MSI Defence Systems and two 12.7 mm machineguns. 

When she enters service, the Fouladou will take on a variety of tasks including fisheries enforcement, pollution 

control, counter piracy, search and rescue, counter trafficking and smuggling etc. Assisting in these missions are two 

Palfinger FRSQ 700 boats 7.5 metres in length. They can reach speeds of more than 35 knots and are launched and 
recovered by davits. Apprehended suspects can be held in a detention area at the back of the vessel and there is a 

facility for divers. The large rear deck can accept various mission modules. 

The OPV 190 Mk II offshore patrol vessel was launched on 21 July at Sables d’Olonne in western France. Sea trials 

took place from August - Ocea’s contract with Senegal includes training, maintenance and technical support. Ocea 
previously delivered the Samba Laobe Fall to Senegal in March 2008. It has also delivered 21 vessels between 24 

and 35 metres to Algeria, four to Nigeria and three to Benin. 

Senegal’s navy has around 900 sailors and thirty vessels that patrol 700 kilometres of coastline and 159 000 square 
kilometres of exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Senegal’s Navy recently received a RPB 33 vessel (Ferlo) from Raidco 

Marine, which entered service in October 2013, and a 45 metre patrol vessel (Kedougou) that was delivered by STX 
Lorient last year. 

The largest vessel in Senegal’s Navy is the 58 metre NJambuur, build in 1981 but upgraded by Raidco around 15 

years ago. Other vessels in service include the 47 metre vessels Poponguine and Podor, a single 32 metre Conejera 
class vessel acquired from Spain in 2012; two RPB 20 and four FPR 12 patrol boats, the landing craft Goree and 

Carabane and fisheries research vessel Itaf Deme. Source : defenceWeb 

An adequately equipped and credible force.  



China, Philippines in 'friendly' understanding on shoal: official 
 

The Philippines and China have reached a "friendly" understanding 

allowing Filipinos to fish around a disputed shoal seized by Beijing 
in 2012, a senior aide to President Rodrigo Duterte said Monday. 

Duterte negotiated the understanding during his recent meeting in 

Beijing with Chinese President Xi Jinping, said Manila's national 
security adviser Hermogenes Esperon. 

As a result, he said, in recent days Filipino fishermen have been 
able to fish unmolested at Scarborough Shoal in the South China 

Sea while Chinese government vessels have patrolled nearby. 

"There is no agreement... but our president believes that our 

fishermen will no longer be harassed because he already brought 

up this matter" during his visit to China, Esperon told the media. 

"The coastguard of China is there, but their navy is gone. And 

now, our fishermen are no longer being accosted, no longer being 
forced out, so we can say things are now friendly," he added. 

China took control of Scarborough Shoal, 230 kilometres (140 miles) west of the main Philippine island of Luzon, in 

2012. It had been driving away Filipino fishermen from the rich fishing ground, sometimes using water cannon. But 
last weekend Filipino fishermen were once more able to fish at the shoal with the Chinese ships not interfering. 

Esperon stressed that neither country dropped its claim to the shoal, with China insisting on its "historical rights". 

China claims most of the South China Sea, home to vital shipping lanes and rich fishing grounds, despite partial 

counter-claims by the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam. Esperon said Duterte's position was that the 

Philippines also had "historical rights," and that it was also bolstered by an international tribunal ruling in July that 
there was no basis for China's claims to most of the South China Sea. 

He said the two leaders decided to sidestep the issue to repair frayed ties. "There is no talk on territorial rights, there 
is no talk on assertion of rights, but they respect our traditional rights," Esperon added. Duterte's predecessor, then-

president Benigno Aquino, had brought the case before the international tribunal which resulted in the resounding 
victory over China. Aquino's strong opposition to China's territorial claims strained ties with Beijing. 

However Duterte, who was elected in May, has said he will not press the territorial issue and instead seek more aid 

and investment from China. "There is no resolution, so why allow yourselves to be in that confrontational position 
when you can talk about economic relations, trade relations?" said Esperon. "It is win-win for both but this is not to 

say that we have dropped our claim." Source : Space War 

Short term gain for long term problem – this will bite them yet. 

READER COMMENT 

1. With reference to the Cybicom C3 article; Good to see how the old SIS (Shipping Information System) and 
CoastRad has evolved. 

2. Ref : Sailor petition forces White House review of Navy's unpopular ratings elimination - I refer you to my 
comments regarding USN female headdress and uniform changes.  Why is it that politicians and Flag Officers believe 
they always know better than the ‘electorate’ what they want?  Change the structures if it is going to improve 
effectiveness – don’t change the names! 

Just an old man’s musings … 

AGS 

 


