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German Research Ship in Cape Town 

 

The research ship Maria S. Merian seen arriving in Cape Town. Photo : Ian Shiffman 

The RV Maria S. Merian arrived in Cape Town on Tuesday 25 October 25 2016, at 0800. She is Germany's second 
most modern research vessel and is named after the naturalist and illustrator, Maria Sybilla Merian. Operated by the 
Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research, the vessel is registered in the port of Rostock. A research vessel, its tasks are 
Arctic/Antarctic research, and research on the Gulf Stream. Her gross tonnage is 5,573, and the vessel can 
accommodate 22 scientists. Source : David Berman 

7 Interesting Facts about DDG1000 – US Navy’s Ship from the Future 

 

(Oct. 17, 2016) An E-2D Hawkeye and a C-2A Greyhound over USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000) as the ship travels to its 
new home port of San Diego, California. US Navy photo : Erik Hildebrandt 

The US Navy’s newest technologically advanced destroyer, the USS Zumwalt, is the talk of the town throughout the 
Defense Department. It’s the first ship to be commissioned in the DDG 1000 class of next-generation multi-mission 
surface combatants tailored for land attack and shore dominance. 

7.  The ship’s commander is Capt. James Kirk. Seriously. Baltimore (Oct. 13, 2016) Capt. James A. Kirk, 
commanding officer of USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000) Photo by Navy Petty Officer Jesse Hyatt. Anyone who knows 



anything about “Star Trek” just giggled right now. Yes, the Zumwalt’s captain has the same name as that of the sci-fi 
show’s illustrious starship, the USS Enterprise. Except the Zumwalt’s captain is James A. Kirk, not James T. Kirk, 
and he was named after his grandfather – not William Shatner’s character. “Unfortunately, I came out after the TV 
show started, so people can accuse my parents of being Trekkies,” Kirk joked. “But they tell me no – it was all about 
my grandfather.” 

6.  The ship produces enough power to run a small city. 36MW Rolls-Royce MT30 gas turbine engine, found on 
board DDG 1000 “I have in excess of 78 megawatts of power that I get to choose what I do with,” said Lt. Cmdr. Nate 
Chase, the Zumwalt’s chief engineer. He said that’s really what is going to provide opportunity for future weapons 
and sensor development. “On an Arleigh Burke [class destroyer], you have nine megawatts of electrical power, and 
you have dedicated gas-turbine engines for propulsion, but that’s all they’re good for. You can’t harness any of that 
potential,” Chase said. “On here, with the two main turbine generators and your two auxiliary turbine generators, the 
commanding officer can decide what his priority is for that power – is it propulsion or a gun system or radar or the 
sonar system? So, you can reallocate the assets of the power where you need it depending on the mission you’re 
being dealt.” 

5.  Its physical shape is part of what makes it stealth. The fact that the Zumwalt has a lot fewer things top-side 
helps make it harder to detect than most ships. The Zumwalt has 1/50th of the radar cross-section of an Arleigh-
Burke-class destroyer, meaning the blip it produces on a radar screen is 50 times smaller. Considering the Zumwalt is 
1.5 times bigger than an Arleigh-Burke, that’s pretty substantial. 

4.  It has a much smaller crew than other ships of its size and capability. While most Navy destroyers have about 
300-350 sailors aboard, this one has 147. Chase said the change has been a bit of an adjustment. “From the most 
senior leadership to the most junior sailor, working with a smaller crew, working in closer quarters, it’s become a 
pretty close family,” he said. “It’s hard not to when you’re experiencing everything together.” 

3) Fewer crew members equals a lot more automation. The computer architecture on the ship is very complex and 
sophisticated, so the crew is interacting with a lot of new technology. “For example, we have over 35,000 signals that 
are being taken, processed and displayed on the ship. That’s about five to 10 times other classes of ships,” Kirk said. 
“There’s a lot less interface with manual valves.” 

2.  Every sailor on the ship is in a state room. When you cut the number of crew members in half, what do you 
get? More space. “Unlike a ship that has a 40-, 60- or 80-sailor bunk room, every sailor on this ship is in a state room,” 
Kirk said. “When they wake up, they wake up to only one or two alarm clocks, not four or 50. And then they have their 
own facilities in that state room to take care and prepare for the day.” 

1.  It’s a pretty smooth ride. The Zumwalt has a tumblehome hull, meaning its sides slope inward above the 
waterline, so it cuts easily through big waves, making for a much smoother ride than other ships. Chase said there’s 
no listing back and forth, especially in heavy seas. “This blows the Arleigh Burke out of the water,” he said. “It rides 
marvellously,” Kirk said of the 15,500-ton destroyer. “I would say it feels like a really souped-up sport utility vehicle. … 
It’s like a very big SUV that’s made to go very fast.” Source : gCaptain 

Russia sends naval destroyer Smetlivy to Syria 

 
 Russia on Friday despatched the naval destroyer Smetlivyy to Syria to join its battle group there for a few months, 
Russian government daily Rossiiskaya Gazeta reported. It said the heavily armed ship had left the Crimean port of 
Sevastopol on Friday to great fanfare. Ruptly, a video news agency financed by the Russian government, said the ship 



would first head for the Greek port of Piraeus to take part in an event connected with the Russian-Greek year of 
culture. Ruptly said the vessel would depart Piraeus on Nov. 2. Source : Reuters 

I initially thought they were sending pensioners to the front! She was commissioned 47 years ago, albeit 

modernised in the 90s! 

Back in business: Sweden's submarine builder re-engineers for A26 

Strong political support underpins Saab Kockum's efforts to re-establish itself in the premier league of submarine 
builders. Recent years have seen submarines rise up the political agenda in Sweden. There are two principal reasons 
for this: first, the dramatically changed security environment in the Baltic region, and the renewed underwater threat 
attendant to this; second, the government decision to bring submarine design and construction back into Swedish 
ownership, a policy that resulted in the acquisition of Kockums by Saab. 

 

An artist's rendering of an A26 submarine as it dives. Saab Kockums and the Swedish government are searching for 
partners in the programme. Photo : Saab 

The Saab Kockums business is today anchored by a Letter of Intent (LoI), signed in June 2014 by Saab and Sweden's 
Defence Materiel Administration (FMV), which has established a new long-term contracting arrangement for the 
underwater sector. Source : HIS Jane’s 360 

US destroyer departs French aircraft carrier group fighting ISIS 

 

USS Ross sailors watch as the French aircraft carrier FS Charles de Gaulle (R 91) conducts flight operations. 
Photo: US Navy 



U.S. Navy’s guided-missile destroyer USS Ross (DDG 71) wrapped up its mission of supporting the French Charles de 
Gaulle carrier strike group. Ross was part of a destroyer squadron in charge of protecting the aircraft carrier from 
attacks thereby enabling it to launch fighter jets to carry out airstrikes against ISIS strongholds in Syria. The U.S. Navy 
destroyer was assigned to the Charles de Gaulle carrier strike group from September 19 to October 26. 

During its 36 days with the group, Ross completed 12 air defense exercises, 4 personnel exchanges, and more than 
20 cross-deck operations. “Working with the Charles de Gaulle carrier strike group was a great experience which 
showcased the strength of our interoperability. We conducted a full spectrum of military operations as we continue to 
show our support to our NATO allies to maintain a safe, secure, and prosperous European region,” Cmdr. Russell 
Caldwell, commanding officer, USS Ross, said. Source : Naval Today 

 

The unmanned mine countermeasures speedboat Bladerunner seen at the NATO exercises Unmanned Warrior off 
the NW of Scotland last week. Bladerunner, powered by 2x250hp outboards, passes the German multipurpose tender 
Elbe and the Lithuanian minesweeper Skalvis ,formerly the Royal Navy ship Cottesmore. Bladerunner has been 
developed by the Southampton company ASV who are in the sixth year of developing a range of unmanned surface 
vessels. Bladerunner’s performance at Unmanned Warrior celebrated a contact signed the week before between the 
French Procurement Agency and the British Ministry for Defence procurement to develop unmanned MMCM systems 
(Maritime Mine Countermeasure Systems) in a joint venture between Thales, BAE Systems, ECA group and ASV.  

The next stage in the development of Bladerunner will be to take this first stage design into a complete 
manufactured system for assessment by the Royal Navy and the French Navy. Other ASV developed systems were 
demonstrated at the exercise on board BAE Systems’ Pacific 950 and Pacific 24 RIBs, and Dstl’s Maritime Autonomy 
Surface Testbed. While Bladerunner was operating at Unmanned Warrior, ASV passed the total of 1000 days on 
unmanned operations.  

These cover 80 different ASV vehicles operating worldwide in hydrography, oceanography subsea positioning, mine 
countermeasures, ISTAR and naval gunnery training. This total does not include the many operations already running 
with ASV’s clients in South Korea, Japan and Singapore. ASV has 30 different Marine packages controlled by ASV’s 
proprietary ASView system. Photo ASV & Story Raymond Wergan. 

Severnaya Verf shipyard lays down Derzky corvette of Project 20386 for 
RF Navy 

On 28 October 206 Severnaya Verf shipyard (USC member) laid down Derzky corvette of Project 20386 for RF Navy. 
According to the press centre of the shipyard, the ship is to be delivered to the customs in 2021. The corvette is 
intended for conducting of naval combat operations in the near and off-shore maritime zone, protecting the facilities of 
marine communication and economic activities. The project was developed by the Almaz Central Marine Design 
Bureau. The corvette will have a hull and upperworks allowing a decrease in radar signature.  

The ship is to be fitted with modern anti-ship and anti-submarine armament complexes as well as air defence missile 
system. The corvette will have Russian power stations and a unique radar complex. Derzky will be capable to carry a 
helicopter and unmanned aerial vehicles. The ship will have basic weaponry and removable combat modules, which 
will expand the number of missions the ship can perform. The ship is to be equipped with two gas-turbine engines 
М90ФР, (27,500 h.p. each) and two main electric engines (2,200 h. p. each). 

The corvette of Project 20386 will be a principally new ship in the fleet of RF Navy due to new technologies applied 
during the construction. The superstructure will be built of composite material through vacuum infusion method. Key 
characteristics: displacement – 3,400 t, length - 109 m, width - 13 m, speed - 30 knots, range – 5,000 nm, crew - 80 



The St. Petersburg-based Severnaya Verf Shipyard’s history dates back to 1912. Now it is a leading shipbuilding 
company of the Russian defense industry.  

The shipyard specializes in building cruisers, destroyers, minesweepers, patrol vessels and submarines destroyers, 
research and passenger vessels, timber cargo carriers, trawlers, container ships and ro-ro vessels for the Russian 
Defense Ministry and foreign customers. Russian Gov’t picked Severnaya Verf Shipyard as the main contractor for the 
frigate and corvette class ships (Project 22350, Project 2038/20385). The company was included in the register of the 
Federal Service for Defense Contracts (Rosoboronzakaz) of sole suppliers of Russian weapons and military equipment 
and is the sole contractor for communications ships of Project 18280.  

The Almaz Central Marine Design Bureau (USC member), founded in 1949, is a leading design and engineering 
organization in the Russian shipbuilding industry, unique by its range of designs and their complexity. The Almaz 
CMDB today is the leading Russian designer of high-speed craft, small and medium size surface combatants, landing 
air cushion vessels, mine countermeasures vessels, special purpose vessels and floating docks. United Shipbuilding 
Corporation (USC OJSC) is the largest shipbuilding company in Russia.  

It was set up in 2007 with 100% federal ownership. The holding comprises 60 companies and organizations (major 
shipbuilding and ship repairing companies as well as leading design bureaus). Currently, USC consolidates about 80% 
of the domestic shipbuilding complex. The Russian market is the main focus of the state corporation though it also 
exports its products to 20 countries worldwide. Source : portnews 

New Navy rule: 'Sailor hats' for women 

Monday is the deadline for junior female sailors to start wearing the iconic ‘dixie cup,’ the traditional sailor’s 
hat. Several uniform changes are in the works over the next few years as the Navy goes more gender neutral. The 
Navy is making an about-face with some of its uniforms, and the new gear will be noticeable around San Diego. 
Monday is the deadline for junior female sailors to start wearing the iconic “dixie cup” -- the traditional sailor hat --
 with dress white uniforms. 

That’s just one of several changes in the works as Navy tries to make its garments more gender neutral. The sea 
service is also getting rid of an unpopular pattern: the blue “cammies” that many sailors hated. Some highlights: 

Goodbye, “bucket” covers (hats) for women. 

The odd-shaped headgear worn with dress uniforms will be replaced with dixie-cup hats for junior sailors. 
Officers and senior enlisted women get “combination” covers that are similar to or the same as what men 
wear. 

Down the road, junior female sailors will start wearing the what’s known as “crackerjacks” — the dress blue 
uniform with a “jumper” and slacks that men now use. 

 

U.S. Navy 



Female officers have long worn an open-lapel white jacket with their dress whites. The jacket will change to the 
“choker” style that male officers now wear. Women at the U.S. Naval Academy are already wearing the new jackets, 
and they will begin to filter out into the fleet. Outgoing Navy Secretary Ray Mabus championed these changes because 
he said uniforms should unite the Navy, not divide it by gender. They come at a time when women are, 
controversially, trying out for combat jobs that used to be off limits to them. 

Complaints have cropped up, mostly on social media. Some women say they want to be allowed to look feminine. One 
Navy reservist writes on the blog askskipper.com that dress uniforms are for official occasions, and that’s when 
different looks are acceptable: Due to the more formal or ceremonial nature of these uniforms, I’d argue that while 
they are being worn, there is nothing wrong with men looking like men and women looking like women. 

Another change has nothing to with gender but everything to do with junking a uniform that’s long been mocked in 
the fleet. The blue Navy working uniform known among sailors as “blueberries” or “aquaflage” is going away. The blue 
camouflage pattern was intended to give the Navy a working uniform similar to other branches, such as the Marines. 
But sailors joked that the blue “camouflage” would only serve to make them hard to find if they fell overboard at sea. 
The new pattern is a light green or “woodland” pattern. Sailors can start wearing it now, but it won’t be sold in base 
stories until next year. Source : San Diego Union-Tribune 

EU Warships Do More Than Just Anti-Piracy Patrols Around Horn of Africa 

The warships of the EU NAVFOR anti-piracy patrol always graced our pages with articles detailing their actions against 
brigands preying on the worlds shipping as it passed around the Horn of Africa and through the Red Sea. That battle 
now has been largely won, or at least deferred, with pirates forced to cease operations all the while the effective 
patrols are in place. However, sailors in the taskforce also contribute to the local region in more ways than just 
providing security.  

During her port visit to Djibouti earlier this week, sailors from Spanish warship, ESPS Relampago, visited the school 
Couvent de la Nativité, managed by Franciscan Missionaries of Notre Dame. The Spanish sailors were shown around 
the school and introduced to the children, and the commanding officer donated money which had been collected by 
‘Caritas Castrense’ and ‘Asociacion Nuestra señora del Carmen’, two religious associations in Spain. As well as the 
monetary donation, the Spanish crew also gave over school materials, such as pencils and books, which were donated 
by students of Colegio de Huerfanos de la Armada, a Spanish Navy school in Madrid.  

After the visit, Relampago returned to sea to start her counter-piracy patrols with Operation Atalanta to deter pirate 
attacks and help ensure seafarers remain safe. According to the NAVFOR there hasn’t been an attack in its area of 
responsibility since 2014 nor a successful vessel seizure of a ship by pirates since 2012. Source : 
handyshippingguide 

READER COMMENT 

1. From Wikipedia about the naval version of the CMV-22: Production of the CMV-22 will begin in FY 2018 and 
start deliveries in 2020. The version will come equipped with extra fuel bladders to extend its range from the MV-22B's 
860 nmi (990 mi; 1,590 km) to 1,150 nmi. 

Quite correct but the upgraded C2 would have a range in excess of 1,400 nmi (2,600 km) without a 
bladder problem! But the V22 got the nod so it is a moot point I guess. 

2. "Rather odd aerial photo of the to- be- modified LEWIS B. PULLER. If she was designed to move ahead as 
well as astern, would they rather refer to her as the LEWIS B. PUSHER? Impressive looking new Russian unit, 
though like many Russian units her looks might eclipse her functionality." 

The Russians relied on the French to provide the LHD they actually need so this is a poor alternative at 
this stage.  

AGS 

 

 


