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Canada launches design competition for Canadian Surface Combatant fleet 

 

Halifax-class frigates HMCS Halifax and HMCS Fredericton. Photo: Royal Canadian Navy 

The Canadian government has started one of the country’s largest and most complex procurement projects by 
announcing the start of a design competition for the Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC) fleet. Irving Shipbuilding, the 
prime contractor for the project, released a Request for Proposal (RFP) for pre-qualified companies. As it was 
announced earlier in the year, the future combatants will be based on an existing warship design which will result in 
an accelerated completion of the program. 

The selected design team will work with the Canadian government and Irving Shipbuilding Inc. to design and construct 
the CSC ships. According to the government, the design is expected to be selected by summer 2017. “The Canadian 
Surface Combatant is the largest and most complex procurement project in recent history. This Request for Proposal 
was carefully developed in consultation with industry and highlights how our government is implementing innovative 
and proven procurement approaches to simplify the competitive process, increase job stability, and deliver the ships 
we need, sooner,” Canadian Minister of Public Services and Procurement Judy M. Foote said. 

The Canadian Surface Combatant project will replace Canada’s aging Iroquois-class destroyers and Halifax-class 
frigates. Up to 15 ships are scheduled to be built after the Arctic and Offshore Patrol Ships are complete in the early 
2020s. The first CSC ship is anticipated to be delivered in the mid-2020s. Source :  

Malaysia to buy Navy Vessels from China in blow to U.S. 

 Malaysia will sign a contract to purchase Littoral Mission Ships from China when Prime Minister Najib Razak visits 
Beijing next week, according to a Facebook posting by the country's Ministry of Defence. The text of a speech to be 
delivered by Malaysian defense minister Hishammuddin Hussein was posted on Facebook on Tuesday, but was later 
removed after Reuters asked a defense ministry spokesman for comment. 

The purchase of the patrol vessels, if it proceeds, would be Malaysia's first significant defense deal with China and 
comes amid rising tensions in the South China Sea and as the United States and China compete for influence in the 
region. China's foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang said on Friday he was "unclear on the specifics of the situation". 
But responding to a Reuters question at the daily ministry briefing he noted China and Malaysia "continue to cooperate 
and communicate regularly across all spheres". 

Malaysia's ties with the United States became strained after the Department of Justice filed lawsuits linked to a money-
laundering investigation at state fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB), which Najib founded and had overseen 
as chairman of its advisory council. Najib is travelling to China on Sunday for a week-long visit.  

"On November 5, 2016, the Defence Ministry will sign a contract for the procurement of Littoral Mission Ships (LMS) 
with SASTIND (the State Administration for Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense), which is an 



important part of the schedule during the Prime Minister's official visit to China," the Facebook post quotes 
Hishammuddin saying.  

However, a video recording of the speech at the Malaysian defense ministry by Hishammuddin does not mention this 
contract. A defense ministry spokesman declined to comment and the prime minister's office did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment. 

Littoral Mission Ships are fast patrol vessels that can be equipped with a helicopter flight deck and carry missiles. They 
are primarily used for coastal security, maritime patrol and surveillance, but can also be deployed for disaster relief 
and search and rescue operations. China claims most of the South China Sea as its territory. But Brunei, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam also have rival claims to parts of the waterway, which commands strategic sea lanes 
which carry some $5 trillion worth of trade a year. 

Peak in Ties 

Ties between Malaysia and China reached a new peak in December when China came to Najib's rescue with a $2.3 
billion deal to buy assets of scandal-hit state fund 1MDB, helping ease Najib's concern over the firm's mounting debt. 
Najib is travelling with dozens of government leaders and business people to China. In a statement on Wednesday, he 
said Malaysia was committed to strengthening friendship with China and pushing ties to "new highs". 

The push to strengthen China ties come after July lawsuits filed by the U.S. Justice Department implicating Najib in a 
money-laundering scandal. The lawsuits allege over $3.5 billion was misappropriated from 1MDB, some of which 
ended up with a 'Malaysian Official 1,' identified later by U.S. and Malaysian authorities as Najib. Najib has denied any 
wrongdoing and said Malaysia will cooperate in the international investigations. 

Malaysia could buy up to 10 of the littoral mission ships at a cost of approximately 300 million ringgit ($71.43 million) 
each, said Lam Choong Wah, senior fellow at REFSA, a Malaysia research institute. He is also the author of a book on 
Malaysian military capability. "The truth is we could have bought these from a number of countries. But China is the 
only country that has provided political support for Malaysia during the 1MDB scandal. This is payback for that political 
support." 

Najib's visit follows that of the Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte, who announced the country's "separation" from 
the United States and signed a raft of memoranda of understanding for Chinese investment in the country. Last week, 
Malaysia announced a 2 billion ringgit ($476.19 million) cut to its 2017 defense budget from last year's levels. A 
project to develop an amphibious corps was among those jettisoned, said Euan Graham, director of the international 
security program at the Lowy Institute, a Sydney-based think-tank. 

"It was the U.S. marines who were liaising with the Malaysians on that," Graham said. "So a U.S.-backed initiative has 
effectively died now," Graham said. "At the same time, a new bridge has been opened to China. If you put those 
together, whether it's been by Malaysia's design or not, it does send a combined signal of pulling back from the U.S. 
and outreach to China." ($1 = 4.2000 ringgit). Source :  

NASSCO to upgrade USNS Lewis B. Puller for special operations forces 

 

USNS Lewis B. Puller. Photo: MSC 



The U.S. Navy has awarded General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding (NASSCO) a $34.5 million contract for 
the post shakedown availability of USNS Lewis B. Puller (T-ESB 3). During the maintenance works, NASSCO will also 
upgrade the ship to allow it to support special operations forces. Lt. Cmdr. Matthew Muehlbauer, Puller’s military crew 
officer-in-charge, said in June this year that the 2015-commissioned expeditionary mobile base would 
undergo upgrades and modifications prior to being permanently deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility in 
2017. 

“The Puller is going to receive an upgrade which will enable special operations forces (SOF) to utilize the ship for 
operations,” Muehlbauer said at the time. “The Puller will be able to support maritime interdictions, operations 
potentially in-country, and different adaptive military packages to perform different types of SOF contingencies 
throughout the world.” USNS Lewis B. Puller will be overhauled in Norfolk, Virginia and the wok is expected to be 
completed by April 2017. 

Lewis B. Puller is the first of three modified expeditionary mobile bases that were previously referred to as afloat 
forward staging bases. Construction of the second of three ships, USNS Hershel “Woody” Williams (T-ESB-4), 
started in August this year while construction start for T-ESB-5 is planned for FY2017. Source : Naval Today 

German TKMS might build three new submarines for Israel 

German submarine specialist ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) could be contracted to build additional three 
Dolphin-class submarines for the Israeli Navy. According to German media, the deal is estimated to be worth around 
1.8 billion euro as the submarines cost 600 million euro apiece. Georg Streiter, German deputy government 
spokesperson, told reporters that discussions about the construction, which would possibly be subsidized by Germany, 
were ongoing. 

Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv reported that a letter of intent would be signed on November 7, if negotiations go according 
to plans. Israel already operates operates five Dolphin submarines built in Germany, with a sixth expected to enter 
service in 2018. 

The Dolphin-class is divided into two batches of boats. The first three submarines that were commissioned between 
1999 and 2000 were enlarged German 209-class submarines while the second batch submarines, delivered from 2014 
onward, feature AIP (air-independent propulsion) and are rumored to carry nuclear missiles. Source : Naval Today 

Australian Navy’s new replenishment ships to feature Saab’s combat 
systems 

 

Australian Navy replenishment ships will be based on the Spanish Navy's 19,800-tonne SPS Cantabria design. 
Photo: Spanish Navy 

Spanish shipbuilder Navantia has contracted Swedish defense contractor Saab to deliver an integrated combat system 
for the two new Royal Australian Navy replenishment ships. According to Saab, the contract is worth SEK 226 million 
(approx US$25 milion). Helicopter control radar and decoy system are included in the procurement. The contract will 



also have Saab provide combat system engineering services including system design, integration and integrated 
logistic support. 

“Saab will deliver an integrated combat system based on the latest Saab 9LV Combat Management System. Thanks to 
system integration, Saab’s products can communicate seamlessly over different platforms, which means that resources 
can be utilised more efficiently,” said Thomas Kloos, head of business unit Combat Systems and C4I solutions within 
Saab business area Surveillance. 

The majority of the combat system engineering work will be undertaken in Adelaide with installation and acceptance 
testing of equipment to be completed in Spain. The Saab 9LV system is already in service with the Anzac and 
Canberra-class ships of the Royal Australian Navy. Source : Naval Today 

The U.S. Navy Wants to Put Missiles on Everything 

"Distributed lethality" will dramatically increase fleet firepower by arming previously unarmed vessels. 

In an article at The National Interest, the Commander of U.S. Surface Forces, Vice Admiral Tom Rowden, discusses his 
new concept of "distributed lethality" and its implications for the U.S. Navy. The result will be a more heavily armed, 
lethal Navy with amphibious ships and perhaps even ammunition ships and oil tankers outfitted with the latest 
weapons. 

According to Rowden, the U.S. Navy moved away from its core mission of controlling the seas after the end of the Cold 
War. The collapse of the Soviet Union left the Navy as controller of the seas by default, and it moved on to other 
missions such as support of ground forces after 9/11. The rise of the Chinese and Russian navies, however, has 
changed things. The Chinese Navy is actively trying to contest the U.S. Navy's firm grip on the western Pacific, putting 
sea control back on the mission table. 

Distributed lethality will put offensive weapons on ships that previously didn't have weapons before. Amphibious ships 
such as the San Antonio-class have traditionally carried only defensive weapons, but they under the new concept could 
be equipped with Mk. 41 vertical launch silos. These silos could carry a new generation of anti-ship missiles such as 
the Long Range Anti-Ship Missile, Tomahawk land attack cruise missiles, and other offensive missiles. 

 

Fast combat support ship USNS Supply. U.S. Navy photo. 

Amphibious ships wouldn't be the only ones to become more lethal. The U.S. Navy's fleet of replenishment ships, 
supplying fuel, food, munitions and mail to the fleet could also gain missile silos. After all, when they're sailing with a 
task force they're like any other ship. Armed with long-range missiles, they could hang back in the rear and contribute 
firepower while being relatively protected. 

The concept also demands more offensive weapons across the board. One solution to this has been adapting the SM-6 
air defense missile to the anti-ship role. While not exactly a ship-killer, the small warhead on a SM-6 will damage an 
enemy warship. More importantly the SM-6 could be carried by any ship with a Mk. 41 vertical launch missile silo. 

Distributed lethality is a concept that could turn around the Navy's decline in firepower. It's a logical, cost-effective 
approach to making the US Navy more lethal without necessarily needing a larger fleet, made possible by the Navy's 
investment in advanced communications, data-sharing, and command and control technologies. Source : The 
National Interest 



Second Russian nuclear submarine to replace INS Chakra 

The Indian Navy will not be deploying a second Russian nuclear attack submarine in addition to the INS Chakra — a 
“sub surface nuclear” (SSN) vessel leased from Russia for 10 years, from 2012-2022. Instead, Business Standard 
learns from government sources in New Delhi that the second SSN that India is negotiating to lease from Russia will 
only replace the Chakra when its 10-year lease expires. A Russian official source from Moscow confirms: “India would 
only get delivery of a second SSN by 2020-21.  

There might be some overlap with INS Chakra but, after its lease runs out in 2022, India will continue to operate just 
one Russian SSN.” Russian media reports indicate that a half-built Amur-class submarine in Russia, tentatively named 
Irbis, could be completed and delivered to India by 2020-21. While the Chakra lease cost $970 million, the next 
submarine might be substantially costlier. The defence ministry has been evaluating a replacement for the Chakra 
even before it came to India.  

Speaking to the media in April 2012, the day the Chakra joined the navy’s eastern fleet in Visakhapatnam, then 
Defence Minister A K Antony told the media: “There is a proposal (about a second nuclear submarine) but we have not 
taken a decision about that.” Meanwhile, as part of the established Russia-India partnership in nuclear submarines, 
Russian experts continue supporting the Indian Navy’s indigenous SSN programme, which New Delhi plans to develop 
into four-six indigenous SSNs.  

The Chakra and its successor are intended to develop the expertise needed to operate these. Negotiations on nuclear 
assets are top secret, which is why there was no mention of a replacement SSN after the 17th Russia-India annual 
summit meeting in Goa last week between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Vladimir Putin. Source : The 
news 

Makes good sense as the cost will be killing. We did at least come close on which submarine is probably 
in the mix. 

Russian Navy Landing Ship Ivan Gren LST Sea Trials On Hold Following 
Degaussing System Failure 

The large landing ship Ivan Gren of project 11711 built by Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad has to suspend factory 
tests, the Vpered newspaper of the enterprise reported. "The Ivan Gren returned to the shipyard as it had to suspend 
factory tests. By the end of the month (of October) a tracer commission has to upgrade the degaussing system of the 
warship," it said. 

 

Russia’s Project 11711 large amphibious assault ship Ivan Gren at sea for the first time. Photo : RoyalJib / 
forums.airbase.ru 

The newspaper quoted Chief Constructor Igor Leonov as saying "the warship needs additional work to improve the 
operation of the degaussing system." "The decision on which technology is to be used and which volume of work the 
operation demands and how long the tests of the warship will be suspended will be made not earlier than October 30," 
he said.  

Leonov said problems in the operation of degaussing system were not the fault of Yantar which "accomplished all 
construction stages according to documentation." "At the initial stage mistakes were made in calculating the magnetic 
field of the warship and now it is necessary to adjust the degaussing system," he said.  

The Ivan Gren big landing ship had its keel laid in December 2004 and was floated in May 2012. Factory tests began 
in the second half of June. The warship has to be handed over to the Russian Navy by the end of 2016. The defense 



ministry ordered Yantar to build yet another warship of the project - the Petr Morgunov. It has to be passed on to 
the Navy in 2018. Source : Naval Recognition 

Second Attack on Merchant Ship off Yemen 
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Another merchant vessel was attacked by pirates and fired at off the coast of Yemen while it was transiting the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait, Al Arabiya cited Brigadier General Ahmad Hassan Asiri. Namely, the pirates reportedly fired a rocket-
propelled grenade (RPG) at the 1997-built oil tanker Melati Satu, which is sailing to the Indian Port of Chennai. 
Asiri said that the vessel’s crew sent a distress call and the tanker was soon joined by Saudi Arabian naval vessel 
Majesty Riyadh. The naval ship accompanied Melati Satu through the Strait. 

According to data provided by VesselsValue, the 32,100 dwt tanker is currently underway in the Gulf of Aden. 
Scheduled to arrive in Chennai on November 5, the vessel started its journey from the Port of Illichivsk, Ukraine. The 
incident marks the second attack on a merchant vessels during this week after the liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker 
Galicia Spirit experienced a suspected piracy attack off the coast of Yemen on October 25. 

The 2004-built tanker was approached by a small vessel and fired at utilizing a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG). “No 
third parties managed to board the vessel during the incident and all crew members are safe and have been accounted 
for,” Teekay, the owner of the vessel, said. The 79,166 dwt tanker, which was able to maintain full propulsion, had a 
Djibouti warship in attendance when heading away from the area as a precaution. Source : World Maritime News 

 

READER COMMENT 

1. Just interest value:  I watched a video on the V-22 Osprey recently and have since been reading about this 
remarkable aircraft.  It seems that after its initial problems it has been performing nearly flawlessly.  It would seem a 
worthwhile replacement for COD (currently the C2 Greyhound) as it can also operate on amphibious vessels as well as 
logistics vessels.  It can conceivably also be configured for ASW and take over the roles of the previously retired S3 
Viking.  It would be interesting to see what develops in the future. 

Concur fully – quite a remarkable aircraft but range is a limitation I believe. 

2. To my mind a ‘suicide’ drone is a contradiction in terms – pi is unmanned so how can it deliberately kill itself, 
the person doing the killing is safely at home and thus unlikely to die from his (or her) action! 

I thought the same when I saw no cockpit but I think they mean a ‘disposable’ drone which flies itself to 
destruction – what we in the western world call a missile! 

AGS 

 


