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U.S. Navy Successfully thwarts an Attack with First Engagement of Missile 
Defense System 

 

The USS Mason firing a missile in a training exercise this year. Image: U.S. Navy 

The American guided missile destroyer USS Mason and the amphibious transport dock USS Ponce came under 

attack by two cruise missiles fired from somewhere inside Yemen last Sunday. The Mason fired a whole bunch of 
weaponry at the attacking missiles in response, and it may just be the first time this naval defensive system has been 

forced to respond in the real world – and it worked. 

As it stands, the U.S. military is part of a campaign with Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates backing Sunni 

Muslims against Houthi rebels, supported by Iran, in Yemen’s civil war. The incoming missiles were fired from coastal 
port area controlled by these rebels, but it does not appear that anyone has specifically claimed responsibility for the 

attack on the American vessels according to the Military Times. 

As the cruise missiles screamed towards their targets, the Mason fired up its defense systems meant to knock them 
out of the sky. The destroyer fired three missiles in defense in total: two SM-2 missiles and one Enhanced Sea Sparrow 

Missile (ESSM) to destroy the incoming ordnance, along with a Nulka anti-ship missile decoy, USNI News reported. 

While the Pentagon will not confirm details of Mason’s engagement, the use of both missiles by the U.S. is, “very 

significant,” Bryan Clark, a naval analyst at the Centre for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments and former aide to 

retired former-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert, told USNI News on Monday. “It might be the first 
time the SM-2 used against an actual threat for which it was designed,” Clark said. “It’s definitely the first time ESSM 

has been used… This is obviously a huge deal.” 

The SM-2s have been in use for decades, originally designed to defend ships against cruise-missile attacks from 

Russia. That’s all fine, I suppose, but none of that expensive defensive hardware has ever been used in a real 

engagement before. Virtually every naval engagement the United States has fought over the past few decades hasn’t 
really been at an adversary that was in a position to effectively fire back at American ships. But apparently the system 

still works. 

It’s a complicated system, too. The SM-2s are designed to counter a wide variety of threats from the air, and a 

significantly upgraded design, known as the SM-6, can even take down ballistic missiles in their most deadly terminal 
phase. The other defensive missile fired by the Mason, the ESSM, is designed to take out agile attacking missiles that 

skim just above the sea surface, which can make them especially hard to take down. 

And then there’s the Nulka, the newest – and possibly the most innovative – system of them all. It’s essentially a 
rocket that can hover, but once fired off of the defending ship, it slowly moves away. All the while it has a decoy 

system that “projects” a ghostly radar return for another ship that isn’t actually there, leading the attacking missiles 
away. All of this might seem like overkill just to take down a few missiles, but it can go badly for any ship that doesn’t 

have these systems. Just last week the Houthi severely damaged an Emirati high-speed transport vessel with a similar 

weapon. 



Now, though, comes the question of what to do next, and the situation has become more complicated. USNI explains 
that while a Naval captain has unilateral abilities to defend their ship from danger, retaliation requires a lot more 
paperwork. The Navy is making noises about finding out who did what and responding accordingly, but it’s not so 

simple. 

Support of the campaign in Yemen is waning with the American military brass, the Military Times says, and the 
upcoming American presidential election just adds to the uncertainty. But it’s unlikely that this incident, and the 
response to it, won’t shape the U.S. military’s long term involvement in the region. Source : SUBSIM 

Nulka is an RAN project that is highly successful and exported to allies. 

Egypt's navy commander: New Mistralcarrier can be used to protect 
offshore oil fields 

Egypt's naval forces commander Osama Rabie stated on Friday that the new Mistral-class aircraft carrier ANWAR EL-

SADAT can be used in a range of missions, from confronting militancy in North Sinai to protecting oil fields at sea. 
Rabie told reporters that the ship can be used to transfer land troops and armoured vehicles. The vice admiral also 

said that the carrier, named after the late Egyptian president, would play a role in securing Egypt's oil and gas fields 

off shore, which he says include 99 rigs in total.  

The warship arrived in Alexandria on Thursday from France. This is the second Mistral that Egypt has officially received 

this year, with the first, named after late president Gamal Abdel-Nasser, arriving in June from the French city of 
Toulouse. In the statements released on Friday, Vice Admiral Rabie said that the new carriers raise the Egyptian 

Armed Forces' ranking in the Middle East – the only country in the region to include such vessels in its arsenal.  

The Mistral deal is part of several defence contracts Egypt has signed with France, now topping the list of countries to 
have signed military supply agreements with Egypt during the term of President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi. Source: 

ahramonline 

This ‘kind of answers’ a readers comment below but there are cheaper ways of doing it. 

Chinese frigate escorts WFP vessel in Gulf of Aden 

 

After about 20 hours of continuous navigation, Eleni K, a vessel of the World Food Program (WFP), arrived at the sea 

area off the Berbera Port, Somalia safely on Oct 6, local time, under the escort of guided-missile frigate Handan of 

the 24th Chinese naval escort taskforce. The Chinese naval escort taskforce have provided escort for the WFP vessels 
for nine times since the Chinese navy sent its ships to join the multinational escort operations in the Gulf of Aden and 

waters off Somalia in 2008.  

The Panamanian freighter Eleni K, loaded with wheat and other assistance materials provided by the WFP to the 

African refugees, was destined for Berbera Port, Somalia by way of the sea area of Djibouti. The Chinese frigate 
Handan met the WFP freighter at the south entrance of the Mandeb Strait. During the escort navigation, ship-based 

helicopters took from the Handan to carry out reconnaissance and alarming. The Chinese frigate also kept information 

communication with escort forces in the surrounding waters to ensure timely discovery of and quick actions against 
any pirate activities. Source : Maasmond Press Clippings 

Nuclear-powered submarine can help S.Korea 

The chief of South Korea's Navy said Tuesday acquiring nuclear-powered submarines can help the country better 
counter growing threats from North Korea. In a parliamentary audit, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Um Hyun-seong 

said that having such assets in the fleet will be "helpful in multiple aspects." He, however, made it clear that no 



decision has yet been made on the matter. His remarks came in response to a question by Rep. Kim Hack-yong from 

the ruling Saenuri Party about the argument for the government to build nuclear submarines to trail and keep close 
tabs on North Korean ballistic missile subs that can pose serious challenges to national security down the line. 

Pyongyang launched a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) in late August that has been viewed as a success 
by Seoul. "To have a nuclear submarine, a set of conditions should be considered by the defense ministry," Um said 

without elaborating. Following North Korea's fifth nuclear test and additional missile launches last month, calls have 
been growing for South Korea to build a nuclear submarine to better deal with evolving nuclear and missile threats by 

the North. 

On Friday, Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman Gen. Lee Sun-jin said it is necessary for Seoul to review the possible 
development of its own nuclear submarines, citing the rising provocations from Pyongyang. Nuclear-powered subs 

have far greater range and can effectively stay submerged as long as they have nuclear fuel and food. As for the 
possibility of installing the SM-3 missile defense system, which has a range of up to 500 kilometers, in the Aegis 

destroyers to be operated by the Navy, the defense ministry said the JCS are "still in consideration" and had not yet 

reached a decision.  

He expected the decision to be reached in one to two years. South Korea is seeking to build nine 3,000-ton 

submarines in three batches as part of its so-called Jangbogo-III project. The move is aimed at building submarines 
with local technology that can better meet the country's future defense needs. 

The South Korean military plans to build the first batch of three submarines from 2020 to 2024, and the second batch 
of three submarines with improved capabilities from 2025 to 2027. It has yet to finalize the details of the plan to build 

the latest batch of subs. Source : Yonhap 

Perfectly timed to contradict my comment last night but I still stand by it. Why does S.Korea need range 
if it is to counteract a neighbour hemmed in by China. N.Korean technology is still very basic and hardly 
warrants such vast expense. Maybe they mean nuclear missiles as that is what N.Korea is developing for 
use in its planned conventional boat.  

S. Korea vows armed crackdown on Chinese fishing ships 
 

South Korea's coastguard warned Tuesday of a "more aggressive" 

firearms policy towards Chinese fishing boats illegally operating in 
its waters, following a clash that sank one of its vessels. Disputes 

over illegal fishing have dogged relations between South Korea 

and China for years, and there have been numerous skirmishes 
between the coastguard and Chinese crew members. 

In the latest incident on Sunday a coastguard vessel capsized and 
sank after being rammed by a Chinese trawler that then sailed 

away. There were no casualties but the South Korean foreign 

ministry on Tuesday summoned the Chinese ambassador in Seoul 
to lodge a stern protest and demand "swift action to investigate, 

arrest and punish those responsible." 

Meanwhile, the coastguard called a press conference to condemn 

the incident and warn of eased restrictions on the use of weapons 
-- ranging from ship's cannon to crew sidearms -- during such 

altercations. 

"So far we have been very cautious using such crew service 
weapons but now... we will take a more aggressive stance in using them when our officers are in danger," senior 

coastguard official Lee Chun-Jae told reporters. The current rules on the use of firearms have "a very limited scope," 
Lee said, adding they would be revised as soon as possible to allow officers more freedom. "We plan to use any 

firearm, whether crew service weapon or individual weapon, to enforce our laws on those who violently protest," Lee 

said. 

The South has been asking China to take a tougher stand on Chinese vessels that have been entering its waters in 

increasing numbers to satisfy growing demand at home for fresh seafood. Small wooden Chinese ships were once 
tolerated in an area where the top priority has always been guarding against potential incursions from North Korea. 

 



But in recent years, the small boats have given way to larger steel trawlers which engage in bottom trawling -- 

dragging a large weighted net across the seabed that sweeps up everything in its path. 

South Korea says many fishing vessel crew members arm themselves with steel pipes and knives to threaten officers 

trying to board their ships. Dozens of officers have been injured and one was stabbed to death by a Chinese sailor in 
2011, an incident which sparked fury in the South and soured ties for months. Source : Space War 

This should up the temperature in the South China Se a wee bit! 

Russia to upgrade Syria naval facility to permanent base 

Russia's defence ministry said Monday that the country was poised to transform its naval facility in the Syrian port city 

of Tartus into a permanent base."In Syria we will have a permanent naval base in Tartus," Russian news agencies 
quoted deputy defence minister Nikolai Pankov as saying. The announcement represents the latest move by Moscow 

to bolster its forces in Syria as tensions with the West have surged over Russia's bombing campaign in support of 

President Bashar al-Assad.  

The defence ministry said last week it had deployed its S-300 air defence missile system to Tartus and warned 

Washington it would halt any attempted US strikes in Syria. Moscow also sent three missile ships to reinforce its naval 
forces off the coast of the conflict-wracked nation. Pankov did not provide a timeline for turning the Tartus naval 

facility -- which dates back to the Soviet era -- into a permanent base.  

He said the main purpose of the S-300s was to protect the Tartus naval facility.Russian lawmakers on Friday ratified a 
deal with Syria on its "indefinite" deployment of air forces to the country, a move seen as paving the way for its jets to 

stay long-term. The deal, signed between Moscow and Damascus in August 2015, allowed Russia to establish its 
Hmeimim airbase to launch operations last year.  

Tensions have soared since Washington pulled the plug on talks with Moscow aimed at reviving a Syria truce deal, 
citing Russia's brutal bombing campaign.Russia on Saturday vetoed a UN draft resolution on stopping Russian and 

Syrian regime air strikes on the war-ravaged city of Aleppo, with the United States calling for a war crimes probe into 

the carnage. Source : yahoo 

 

The Russian Navy Buyan-M Class (Project 21631) Corvettes 602 RFS Zeleny Dol and 603 RFS Serpukhov together 
with the Goryn Class (Project 714) Salvage Tug SB-36 entered Valletta on Sunday 9th October, 2016. Photo: Capt. 

Lawrence Dalli - www.maltashipphotos.com (c) 

USS Fort Worth Returns to San Diego From Singapore 

A littoral combat ship that spent most of this year sidelined in Singapore because of a propulsion system breakdown, 

which turned out to not be as bad as first thought, was scheduled to return to its home port in San Diego last Friday. 

The USS Fort Worth was on its maiden deployment to Southeast Asia when the breakdown occurred in January. A 
Navy investigation cited a failure to apply adequate lubrication as a cause of the breakdown, and the commander of 

the rotating crew on board at the time was replaced.  



The Navy rotates LCS crews every four months or so, which keeps them fresh and allows the vessels to remain 

deployed for longer periods of time. Five different groups of sailors served aboard the Fort Worth during the 
deployment, and Crew 111 has operated the vessel since June. “I am very proud of my team’s tireless work ethic and 

ultra-positive approach to all challenges,” said Cmdr. Michael Brasseur, the Crew 111 commanding officer. “Finally, I 
am truly grateful for the amazing support we got from our maintenance team as they helped us restore Fort Worth 

to full operational readiness so we could proudly sail our warship home after an awesome deployment.”  

The vessel sailed out of Singapore under its own power Aug. 22, using fuel-hungry turbine engines that required 

several port calls along the way. The LCS’s more-efficient diesel engines need repairs. The Fort Worth left San Diego 

on deployment in November 2014, and one month later took part in the search for an Air Asia passenger jet that 
crashed during a flight from Indonesia to Singapore. All 162 passengers and crew aboard the Airbus A-320 were killed.  

The Fort Worth also made a dozen port visits and took part in 10 exercises with other navies before the breakdown. 
The ship is being replaced in Southeast Asia by the San Diego-based USS Coronado which suffered its own 

malfunction in August near Hawaii. The Coronado has since been repaired left Pearl Harbor last week. Source: City 

News Service 

Sad story with all three Freedom class suffering machinery breakdowns. The two out of three 
Independence class breakdowns are hardly an improvement. No wonder the had to relook at the 
training of their mechanical staff. Just hope they have now solved the problem. 

Greece Submits Complaint to NATO Over Turkish Submarines in Aegean 
Waters 

Greece has submitted a complaint to NATO regarding the presence of Turkish Navy submarines in Greek territorial 
waters during September. The Greek Foreign Ministry and the National Defense General Staff (GEETHA) filed a 

complaint regarding the presence of Turkey’s submarines in Greek territorial waters that coincided with provocative 
statements made by Turkish officials disputing Greece’s borders and questioning the Lausanne Treaty.  

The treaty defined territory between Greece and Turkey following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The Turkish 
submarines moved around the Aegean near the inhabited islands of Lemnos, Samothrace Lemnos, Samothrace, Chios, 

Lesvos, Rhodes, Karpathos, Kastellorizo and the waters north of Crete. Six Greek ships were dispatched to track the 

submarines. Source : Greekreporter 

NATO also has painful problems at times.  

Navy OPV to take up Op Copper duties later this month 
 

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) anti-piracy tasking in the Mozambique Channel has been totally 

reliant on intelligence for more than a month now but a SA Navy offshore patrol vessel (OPV) is scheduled to take up 
Operation Copper duties later this month. 

The Valour Class frigate, SAS Spioenkop (F147), was tasked to be on station by August 21 but had to return to 
Durban two weeks later with propulsion system problems. This is not the first time that a navy platform has not been 

on station in the Mozambique Channel since the anti-piracy tasking started more than five years ago. The naval 

presence was withdrawn in mid-December last year and another platform only steamed into the position after 
February’s Armed Forces Day event in Port Elizabeth. 

While the Channel, a busy shipping lane as far as South African maritime trade is concerned, has not been targeted at 
all by pirates for a long time, the Defence and Military Veterans Minister continues to see the deployment as a valuable 

one. Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula told the National Assembly during her 2016/17 budget vote that no incidents of piracy 

had been reported since the deployment of naval vessels. 

SAS Drakensberg (A301), the Navy’s replenishment vessel, is the only South African blue water platform to have 

been involved in any anti-piracy activity. She was the designated “stopper’ for the EU Naval Force’s Atalanta task 
group in 2012. Which resulted in the arrest of 16 pirates by the Spanish Navy and Tanzanian Peoples 
Defence Force! Navy media relations officers in both Pretoria (headquarters) and Simon’s Town (fleet headquarters) 
have yet to respond to a defenceWeb enquiry sent three weeks ago. This publication wanted to know which platform 

would be replacing the frigate and what the extent of the damage to Spioenkop’s propulsion system was and how 

long she would be out of service. Others, including respected defence and military analysts, Helmoed Heitman, have 
also asked. 



“We will have to wait and see if someone tells us what the problem is. We are not at war so there is no good security 

related reason not to be open about this (the Spioenkop propulsion problem),” he said. defenceWeb has been reliably 
informed either the SAS Isaac Dyobha (P1565) or SAS Galeshewe (P1567) will be taking up Operation Copper 

duties later this month. Both are former Warrior Class strike craft converted to an offshore patrol configuration. They 
are likely to remain the Navy’s only OPVs for some years to come as no announcement has yet been made by Armscor 

on the successful tenderers for three each new generation OPVs and IPVs. The tender closed a year ago. 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO), recognising piracy levels in the Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden have 

dropped considerably, has warned merchant shipping not to drop its guard. “Merchant shipping should continue to 

take protective measures against possible piracy attacks in the Gulf of Aden and western Indian Ocean through diligent 
application of IMO guidance and best management practices (BMP),” IMO secretary general Kitack Lim said in London 

earlier this month. 

He and EU Naval Force Operation Atalanta commander, Major General Rob Magowan, agreed naval forces are “still 

very much required” in the western Indian Ocean to prevent any possible resurgence of piracy. The mandate of the EU 

naval operation has been extended until the end of 2018. Minister Mapisa-Nqakula has also indicated South Africa is 
“mindful of developing challenges” in the Gulf of Guinea and has started discussions with the Angolan and Namibian 

governments to pursue joint maritime patrols along the continent’s west coast. defenceWeb 

Mmm – not so sure I would be keen to tell the world how long one of our main weapons systems will be 
out of service!  

READER COMMENT 

Re the Egyptian Mistrals, if memory serves me right, these ships were built for Russia, and the French government 

was eventually forced to cancel the delivery, under enormous international pressure, following the Russian invasion 
and annexation of Crimea, and/or possibly the shenanigans in eastern Ukraine. Obviously they would have had to 

repay whatever Russia had already paid. The French then had to find a way to offload the two ships, and no doubt 

offered Mr (Gen.) Sisi a velly special price. Whether Egypt has any need of such ships is rather beside the point. 

Quite correct. At the time there was some speculation in this newsletter on Egypt selling them on to 
Russia as they had not strategic need for them! All instructions and name tallies aboard are in Cyrillic! 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

Regret but connectivity to the internet went down last night and Marnews could no be sent. It is hoped 

to get this issue out from alternate source but I am afraid that at this stage I cannot guarantee today’s 
issue – but will try. Service will definitely be resumed to morrow. 

Today’s team-build session will concentrate on the Distribution Section! 

AGS 

 


