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MARINE NOTICE 

MN 18-21 (C+F+S+P) 

 VESSEL CERTIFICATES IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT 

REGIONAL MANAGERS, PRINCIPAL OFFICERS, SHIP AGENTS, PORT AUTHORITIES, SHIP OWNERS, SHIP MANAGERS, SEAFARERS AND 

OTHER INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 

ISSUE DATE 14 September 2021 EXPIRY DATE 13 September 2026 or unless withdrawn REFERENCE SM6/5/2/1/MN 

Marine Notice’s affected 

Cancelled or superseded: None Read in conjunction with:  Not Applicable 
  

SUMMARY 

To provide an overview of requirements and verification of certificates issued in e lectronic format by SAMSA. 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 SAMSA commenced issuing vessel certification via email with at the onset of the SARS-COV-2 pandemic and 

subsequent lock down in the Republic. 
 
1.2 SAMSA has continued and expanded the use of certificates issued in this manner and will not revert to the 

manually issued certificates that need to be collected from a SAMSA office.  
 
1.3 Certificates of Fitness continue to be issued by authorised agents in hardcopy. 
 
2. Verification of validity of electronically issued certificate 
 
2.1 An electronically issued certificate is identified by the presence of a QR code on the certificate. The QR code is 

the square block on the top of the certificate and is a 2-dimensional barcode that gives a digital dimension to the 
document. A QR code can simply be scanned by suitable app downloaded on a smartphone, or even simply 
scanning in the camera app itself (on some phones). The QR code allows the validity of the certificate to be 
verified. 

 
2.2 On scanning the QR code the certificate number (unique tracking number) and expiry date that are displayed on 

the device will match those reflected on the certificate. If there is a discrepancy between the two, it is likely that 
the document is fraudulent and confirmation of the validity of the certificate should be sought from the issuing 
SAMSA office. See Annex 1 for example. 

 
2.3 Verification in this manner is only possible if an internet connection is available. 
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3. Requirement for certificate to be onboard the vessel 
 
3.1 Section 200 of the Merchant Shipping Act1 prohibits any vessel from proceeding to sea unless there is on board 

the relevant certificates. The penalty for contraventions is a fine, or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
one year. 

 
3.2 Notwithstanding the fact that an electronic certificate has been issued, a physical copy of the certificate is always 

required to be onboard. The only exception to this requirement if the vessel has an approved electronic Ship 
Management System on board, in which case the certificate may be kept onboard in electronic format.  

 
3.3 On completion of the survey, a printed copy of the vessels certificate is available on request and at no charge 

from the SAMSA office that completed the survey. Any re-issue of a certificate will incur the normal re-issue 
charges.  

 
3.4 While a vessel may be detained in the event of non-compliance with statutory requirements, there is a detention 

fee payable (except if the vessel has been detained for the purpose of casualty investigation) . There are however 
occasions where SAMSA may deem it necessary to remove the vessel’s safety certificate. This is no longer 
practicable with electronic format certificates. In such instances the attending SAMSA official will make use of 
the standard Notification of Completion of Survey form to indicate that the vessel may not operate as the 
certificate has been suspended/withdrawn. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1  200. South African ships not to be taken to sea without safety certificates. —(1) Neither the owner nor the 

master of a South African ship shall cause or permit her to proceed to sea from any port within or outside the  

Republic, or cause or permit her to operate at or from a port in or from anywhere else on the coast of the Republic,  

unless there is on board and in force in respect of that ship …a local general safety certificate appropriate to the voyage 

in which she is engaged, and if a local safety exemption certificate has been issued, such local safety exemption  
certificate. 
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Annex 1 – Example of electronically issued certificate 
 
When the QR Code is scanned, the following (or similar) is displayed on the scanning device: 
 

Contents: “Certificate Authenticated|CT0312/7/21|Expires|07 July 20222 

 
 
 

--- 000 --- 

 
2 CT is the issuing port code (in this instance Cape Town), followed by certificate number (03), issued on the (12)th of the 7th 
Month 2021. 
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