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It was “All Hands on Deck!” for the Fund through
midyear, particularly for the bursar mentoring
team. No sooner were the second term school
examinations completed and three Lawhill students
(including one of our bursars) were off to Palma,
Majorca, for ocean sailing, shipyard and marine
technology training with Marine Inspirations, under
the watchful eye of Phil and Ann Wade and Anthony
Just; not to mention the valuable experience of
participating in a prestigious international superyacht regatta with world-class yachtsman.

lore, naval ceremony and protocols. Initially, some
of them found it somewhat difficult to adjust to the
rigours of sleeping in hammocks, standing night
watches, galley and mess duties, parade drills, etc,
but they soon settled down to enjoy every aspect
of the experience. Tony Nicholas and Peter Coetzee
deserve several “Bravo Zulus!” for organizing and
managing the programme with such success. During
the second week, Tony and Peter supervised a field
trip to Table Bay Harbour, visiting the port control, a
bulk vessel and an AMSOL super tug.

holidays, organising and accompanying our Capt.
Steve Ray bursar in Durban, Smangaliso Dlamini, and
our new Durban Mentoring Sub Committee Member
and Board member Aubrey Sosibo together with two
maritime studies students from Sithengile Secondary
School on an extensive tutorial visit to the SA Shipyard
were the new harbour tugs are being built for TNPA.
The Annual General Meeting of the Fund was held
on Wednesday, 12th July, with a full review of the
previous financial-year and the approval of the future
business plan and budget. The previous committee
was re-elected for a further year. The Annual Report
for the period from March 2016 to February 2017 was
presented. E-copies of this informative Report will
be distributed and hard-copies can be obtained on
request. The principal administrative task in hand is
the re-drafting and approval of a revised constitution
for the Fund, accommodating the incorporation of the
Society of Master Mariners South Africa Bursary Fund
- the meeting approved the establishment of a taskgroup to process this urgently.
The Fund EXCO has for some months been involved

Then followed a two-week school holiday
programme for our bursars. The first week was an
intense study tutorial run by our three subject tutors
for our grade twelves tacking against the headwinds
of the maths and science curricula towards their
matric examinations. The second week was a
winter camp together with the Sea Cadets of TS
Woltemade at Zandvlei, Lakeside, during which
they acquired new skills in boat handling, first aid,
fire-fighting, water rescue, and knowledge of naval

Later during that week, Tony led our grade twelve
bursars to the funeral of GB Old Boy, William
Damerell, the last of the barque Lawhill old salts. On
arrival, Tony and they, were asked by the family to
act as pall-bearers for the entry to the church, which
they did with true dignity – an appropriate final
service by the GBOBA and the students from the
Lawhill Maritime Centre.
Our team in Durban was also active during the school

in activities to gain more support from the Industry.
This outreach programme “Nurturing Sea Fever”
included invitations to our very successful AGM.
Our first where Sponsors and the Industry could
attend. The programme and meetings with Industry
players have resulted in commitment of support
from the South African International Maritime
Institute (SAIMI) who sponsored the camp mentioned
above, the organisation in charge of the overarching
implementation of the Operation Phakisa the
Government Maritime Program, amongst which is
the SA National Cadet program, TETA and now NSRI,
with us moving forward to sign an MOA with them for
Bursaries and an IRB Training programmes amongst
other opportunities.
The voyage continues, on course and on time.

