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NATO Operation Sea Guardian kicks of in Mediterranean 

 

Three NATO ships and two submarines – the Italian frigate ITS Aviere, the Bulgarian frigate BGS Verni, the Turkish 
frigate TCG Gemlik, the Greek submarine HS Papanikolis and the Spanish submarine ESPS Mistral – started to 
conduct the first patrols in the central Mediterranean as part of Operation Sea Guardian, NATO reported on Nov 9. Air 
support to Operation Sea Guardian will include rotational patrols by Maritime Patrol Aircrafts (MPAs) from Turkey, 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, and Greece, NATO stated. 

“These first patrols will run through Nov 17, 2016, with other patrols on the forge and to occur according with 
approved schedule of operations,” it added. Citing the operation’s three core aims as maritime situational awareness, 
counter-terrorism and capacity building, NATO said additional tasks could be added if decided by the Allies, which 
could include upholding freedom of navigation, conducting interdiction tasks, countering proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, and protection of critical infrastructure. 

TCG Gemlik, the Turkish frigate in this operation, previously participated in antipiracy operations off the Somalian 
coast. At the Warsaw Summit in July, NATO announced the transformation of Article 5 Operation Active Endeavour 
into this new operation in response to the evolving security environment. Operation Sea Guardian has a broader scope 
adapted to a wider range of maritime security threats. 

Operation Active Endeavour was NATO’s only Article 5 operation on anti-terrorism, initiated as support to the United 
States immediately after Sept. 11, 2001. Since then, the Operation has helped to protect one of the busiest trade 
routes in the world. NATO ships have kept sea lanes open and deterred terrorist activity through the operation, hailing 
ships more than 128,000 times and boarding more than 170 vessels. Source : Daily News (Turkey) 

No Netherlands Navy submarine? HNLMS Bruinvis called at Gibraltar on 3 September! 

Canada Budgets up to CA$40 Billion for a New Navy 

Canada needs a new navy -- and it's prepared to pay as much as $40 billion Canadian to buy one. Who 
will share in the loot? 

 
HMCS Athabaskan is the last destroyer left in Canada's navy. Image source: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS. 



How critical is the situation with Canada's navy? Here's a hint: The destroyer you see above, HMCS Athabaskan, is 
currently both the largest warship in the Canadian fleet and the only destroyer Canada has left (her two sister ships 
were retired last year). It's also due for retirement next year (after 44 years service!). When that happens, 
Canada's entire surface war fleet will consist of just 12 Halifax-class patrol frigates, the youngest of which is already 20 
years old. 

Faced with an aging and shrinking fleet -- and an increasingly aggressive Russia that's challenging it in the Arctic -- 
Canada has embarked upon a quest to entirely overhaul its fleet. To do this, Canada aims to build or buy as many as 
15 brand-new warships -- enough ships to replace its old frigates on a one-to-one basis, and its three destroyers as 
well. 

Canada plans to select contractors to build and outfit the new warships in the summer of 2017. Construction of the 
new fleet would then begin in the early 2020s, with deliveries to begin later in the decade. It's a big project, and an 
expensive one. 

According to DefenseNews.com, Canada originally budgeted CA$26 billion for the effort -- but already, experts are 
projecting that costs could rise as high as CA$40 billion, with spending split roughly down the middle between ship 
hulls and the combat systems to equip them. (Currency exchange rates fluctuate over time, but currently, in USD, 
those numbers work out to a low estimate of $19.2 billion and a high of $29.6 billion.) 

Which companies will share in this wealth of new Canadian defense spending? This remains to be seen. Canada has 
chosen privately held Irving Shipbuilding of Halifax to serve as prime contractor on the project, so it will be parceling 
out the funds to subcontractors on both the hull design side and the combat systems. In the former category, Britain's 
BAE Systems (NASDAQOTH:BAESY) appears to be the early favorite to win a contract with its Type 26 Frigate 
design. Competing bids can be expected from European rivals DCNS in France, Fincantieri in Italy, Spain's Navantia, 
Germany's ThyssenKrupp, and others. 

ThyssenKrupp and DCNS will also bid to supply combat systems to the new warship, alongside rivals Thales of France, 
Saab from Sweden, and America's own Lockheed Martin (NYSE:LMT). One company that is not yet on this list, but 
that might make a late entry, is General Dynamics (NYSE:GD), a powerhouse in the U.S. warship market and a close 
partner of Irving Shipbuilding in Canada. Source : The Motley Fool 

Saudi RSNF, Fincantieri and plans to buy logistics and landing ships 

 

Chief of Staff of the Saudi Armed Forces General Abdulrahman Bin Saleh Al-Bunyan stressed the necessity of bringing 
logistics and landing ships into service with the Royal Saudi Naval Forces (RSNF). This comes following his visit to 
Algiers where he learned more about the specifications of the KALAAT BENI ABBAS landing dock ship which entered 
into service with the Algerian Navy last year. Note that the KALAAT BENI ABBAS was built by Fincantieri. Source : 
tacticalreport 

Royal Navy fires at go fast to stop six-hour drug chase 

A Royal Marines sniper fired shots at a drug-smuggling go-fast vessel to bring a six-hour, high speed chase to a halt. 
The go-fast was carrying more than £40m of cocaine and initially did not respond to warning shots fired from a Lynx 
helicopter embarked aboard RFA Wave Knight. A Royal Marine in the back of the helicopter thereafter shot at the 
boat’s engines disabling its movement. Fourteen bales of illegal drugs were captured in the combined operation by the 
Royal Navy, Royal Fleet Auxiliary and US Coast Guard in waters between Venezuela and Puerto Rico. 



 

Photo: Royal Navy 

Once the vessel stopped, a specialist team of US Coast Guard law enforcement detachment then boarded the suspect 
craft and recovered 14 bales of what they believed were illegal narcotics; subsequent tests revealed it to be 350kg 
cocaine with a wholesale value in the UK of around £14m. Before the boarding team reached the vessel, the crew 
were observed ditching several bales overboard; US authorities assessed that 650kg of cocaine worth around £26m 
was discarded, while the go-fast itself subsequently sank. 

The bust was sparked by a maritime patrol aircraft sighting the go-fast and directing RFA Wave Knight to intercept. 
The tanker, based in Portland in Dorset, is assigned to Operation Martillo, the international drugs-busting effort across 
the Caribbean. The five crew of the go-fast plus the haul of drugs were later transferred to the US Coast Guard cutter 
Richard Etheridge and handed over to authorities in Miami Beach. Source : Naval Today 

Russian warships arrive off Syrian coast ahead of 'final' assault on Aleppo 

 

The Russian aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov, with her telltale black plume, passes within a few miles of Dover. 
Photo : dovermarina.com 

A flotilla of Russian warships arrived off the coast of Syria on Saturday, readying for a large-scale land and sea assault 
on the city of Aleppo. The eight-strong battle group, led by Moscow’s only aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov and 
accompanied by a nuclear-powered missile cruiser, had provocatively travelled through the English Channel to reach 
the eastern Mediterranean. Sergei Artamonov, commander of the Kuznetsov, confirmed to Russia-1 television station 
via videolink on Saturday that aircraft were already taking off from the ship's deck for reconnaissance flights. "Flights 
are being carried out from the deck... they are working on coordination with the shore port," he said.  

Asked whether foreign aircraft were flying over the ships, Vladislav Malakhovsky, commander of the Peter the Great 
missile cruiser, said: "they are afraid to come closer than 50 kilometres away, realising very well how powerful the 
nuclear cruiser is." The warships will be deployed to the Mediterranean for at least six months, the pro-government 
Syrian website al-Masdar News reported, quoting a military source. Nato officials have said the Russian deployment, 
the largest of its kind since the Cold War, is designed to demonstrate Moscow’s military might. An emboldened 
President Vladimir Putin could be looking to build up a permanent military presence in the Middle East, keen to 
reassert Russian status as a global power. 



Jens Stoltenberg, the alliance’s secretary general, voiced concern the ships would be used to support the Russian 
military operation in Syria and "increase human and civilian suffering." Moscow has been observing a moratorium on 
air strikes on the opposition-held eastern Aleppo since Oct. 18, after a months-long merciless bombing campaign 
which left thousands dead. Russia last week extended the ceasefire, however the latest move signals it is preparing for 
an all-out assault. 

The Telegraph last week saw hundreds of Syrian and Russian troops moving into position on the southern outskirts of 
Aleppo. One senior Syrian intelligence official told the paper that pro-government forces and their Russian allies may 
wait for talks with the new US president before beginning its offensive. They hinted that they saw the possibility of a 
partnership with president-elect Donald Trump, who during his campaign signalled a willingness to cooperate with 
Russia on Syria. Moscow’s intervention in support of the regime last year helped swing the balance of power in 
President Bashar al-Assad's favour. The Obama administration has been forced to sit on its hands, unwilling to 
intervene militarily.  

Washington had feared any confrontation with Moscow in the skies over Syria could escalate into a full-blown conflict 
between the former Cold War foes. The deployment of the Admiral Kuznetsov has further aggravated American 
officials, who see it as a clear sign of Moscow’s commitment to intensifying the five-year-old conflict. Experts believe 
Russia is positioning itself as an alternative superpower in the region. “Moscow clearly intends this as a message to the 
West - that Russia prevailed, that its client Assad survived, and that dictatorships who want allies in the region should 
look East,” Kyle Orton, a Middle East analyst at the Henry Jackson Society think-tank told the Sunday Telegraph. 

“Russia seems to have waited for the result of the US election and is now working to politically present this impending 
attack in the least offensive way possible, perhaps to continue its - at least rhetorically - friendly relations with Donald 
Trump, who has voiced support for working with Russia against Islamist terrorists in Syria,” he said. The situation in 
eastern Aleppo is getting worse by the day. Some 250,000 residents have been besieged for months and are running 
out of food, medical supplies and clear water. 

The Syrian government last week opened half a dozen humanitarian corridors, calling it their “last chance” to leave the 
city. Not a single person left through the passages, with both sides blaming the other. The United Nations has warned 
that east Aleppo is now down to its final food supplies and has urged Russia to extend future truces to allow supplies 
through. Russia appeared to reject the plea. “I don’t think anybody wants a quarter of a million people to be starving 
in east Aleppo,” Jan Egeland, the UN official in charge of a humanitarian task force for Syria, told reporters at the 
organisation’s Geneva headquarters. 

Food supplies have not been replenished in eastern Aleppo since mid-July, Mr Egeland said. “The last food rations are 
being distributed as we speak,” he said. “There will not be more to distribute next week.” “We are fearful of what’s to 
come,” said Mahmoud Abdulaziz, a resident in the east. “We hear reports of the troops gathering all around us and the 
planes circling in the skies. We don’t stand a chance.” Source : The Telegraph 

Notwithstanding the bravado and publicity, this whole deployment has its farcical side. Claiming that a 
submarine 20km away was ‘recklessly endangering the force’ and then that ‘they chased it away’ is 
fascinating when one bears their near misses in mind. Now they claim that foreign aircraft are too afraid 
to come closer than 50kn’! Do they really believe they rule the ocean around them? 

I have long questioned their aim being to attack Aleppo based on it being illogical ito capability and cost 
when they have airfield in the region and a base in Crimea. The next article concurs with my personal 
analysis of the situation and comes from a very reputable naval source.  

Analysis: Russian Carrier Deployment to Syria is Propaganda, not Practical 

The Russian navy has deployed the core of its Murmansk-based Northern Fleet to the Eastern Mediterranean to 
participate in the war in Syria. The flagship of this battle group is the largest of Russia’s warships, the aircraft carrier 
Admiral Kuznetsov. This battle group, consisting of four warships, currently is steaming around Europe heading to 
the Eastern Mediterranean, with the conventionally-powered carrier belching smoke all along the way. Why is Russia 
deploying this fleet to the Eastern Mediterranean? 

Russian media outlets have made it quite clear that the Admiral Kuznetsov is headed south to take part in the war 
in Syria. As the writer Taylor Marvin has pointed out, the Admiral Kuznetsov was not designed for strike missions, 
like U.S. carriers - it was designed to be part of the Soviet “bastion” strategy and help protect areas of the ocean close 
to Soviet shores from Western incursion, particularly by anti-submarine warfare assets. Admiral Kuznetsov does not 
have catapults to launch aircraft, so the aircraft that take off to bomb targets in Syria can carry fewer and smaller 
weapons. 



Russian journalist Sergei Parkhomenko, speaking to the Russian radio station Echo of Moscow, pooh-poohed the 
military aspects of the deployment, pointing out that the “antique” carrier is not suited for modern naval warfare, that 
it is not useful as a second airfield for any aircraft operating out of Russia’s Tartus base in Syria, and that the base in 
Tartus is so small as to not warrant any additional defense. However, he said that the Admiral Kuznetsov is working 
in one key way: an old friend of his in Italy who is an apolitical children’s book illustrator emailed him a photo of the 
aircraft carrier and asked “What is this?” This statement points to the main reasons behind this deployment. If there 
isn’t military purpose of the fleet to be off Syria why are they going there? 

Here are some options: 

• An ongoing Russian propaganda campaign to emphasize the war in Syria for their own populace (instead 
of the stalemate in Ukraine) and perhaps even frighten the West. 

• A play for relevance in a high-profile war by Russia’s outdated Northern Fleet. 

• A marketing opportunity for the Russian defense industry. 

First, the propaganda campaign: About a year ago Russian propaganda began heavily emphasizing the Syrian war, in 
domestic television, over the Ukraine war. That has mostly remained the case since then. The war in Syria emphasizes 
Putin’s role in fighting terrorism, and his propaganda machine emphasizes that Russia is making real progress against 
ISIS, unlike the West, and sometimes it even intimates that the West is behind ISIS. Therefore activity in Syria can be 
spun as part of Putin’s efforts to keep Russia safe from terrorists and Western powers. 

The voyage of Admiral Kuznetsov around Europe is an opportunity for Russian propaganda to suggest that the 
Russian navy still appears threatening to Russia’s “traditional enemies” in the West. Russia Today happily repeated the 
statement from the British tabloid The Daily Mail that the Royal Navy was on “high alert” as the Russian battle group 
moved through the English channel. One Russian news outlet suggested that the recent departure of the USS Mount 
Whitney from the Black Sea was prompted by the voyage of the Admiral Kuznetsov’s battle group to the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Even though war drums are beating in the Russian and the Western press, the deployment of the entire operational 
Northern Fleet to Syria during this time of heightened tensions may demonstrate nothing more than Russian sabre-
rattling. If Russian strategists really had any belief that they would be at war with the West in the near future, why 
would they expose their important northern naval flank by sending away their active Northern Fleet from a place 
where even those outdated ships could be effective to fight in a land far from Russia (not to mention, providing any 
potential adversary with a giant, nearly indefensible target full of hundreds of Russian sailors and airmen). 

Second, moving the Admiral Kuznetsov battlegroup to the Mediterranean is an attempt to highlight the relevance of 
Russia’s Cold War-era surface fleet. Unlike the Russian fleet’s demonstration of its modern Kalibr cruise missile 
capabilities during the Russian strikes on Syria in 2015, this deployment is a demonstration of the last remnants of the 
once-mighty Soviet fleet. Russia’s high command probably no longer believes in the efficacy of Russia’s aging carrier. 

The future of the Russian navy is in submarines and small craft carrying advanced long-range missiles, not in the 
lumbering Admiral Kuznetsov. Submarines and small craft are unobtrusive by design, so while they may be more 
useful for the future of Russian naval combat, they have limited use for Russian propaganda, and are not great 
peacetime advertisements for the continued relevance of the Russian navy. Admiral Kuznetsov, for all its faults, 
does give the Russian navy the opportunity to show the flag, and get the attention of the West. However, there is a 
risk that the PR stunt could turn into a problem if Admiral Kuznetsov or one of its support ships breaks down. 

Admiral Kuznetsov broke down in the Bay of Biscay in 2012 after visiting Syria, and had to be towed thousands of 
miles back to Russia. The Russian fleet must be confident of its ability to avoid a similar fiasco this year, as the amount 
of publicity surrounding this deployment would result in a PR disaster for the Russian navy if there was a repeat 
breakdown. The group heading to the Mediterranean also includes the nuclear powered battlecruiser Pyoter Velikiy 
(laid down in 1986), the destroyers Vice-Admiral Kulakov (laid down 1977) and Severomorsk (laid down 1984), 
and the tanker Sergei Osipov (laid down 1973). The final member of the group is the tug that got the carrier out of 
its jam in 2012. This vessel, the Nikolai Chiker, is youngest ship in the group and one of the most powerful tugs in 
the world, but it was built in Finland for the Soviet navy, not in a Soviet shipyard. 

Even while Russia’s carrier program is foundering Russia has invested significant resources in improving and showing 
off its carrier-based aircraft, particularly the MiG-29K. India has had problems with its naval MiG-29k aircraft, and 
actually received and began using its MiG-29Ks before the Russian navy. Russia is probably trying to reassure India 
that its Russian-built carrier aircraft can perform, if India is patient and continues to invest in the program. The 
Russian naval deployment of Admiral Kuznetsov may have gotten the attention of the Western press, but it has little 



military relevance. It is a propaganda ploy that shows of the past of the Soviet navy, not the future of the Russian 
navy - which is in submarines, cruise missiles, and small, cheap and agile surface combatants. Source : USNI News 
(Andrew Fink) 

Navy vessel with all-woman crew flagged off from Panaji 

 

It will participate in Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro race which will start on December 26 Navy vessel MHADEI, with an 
all-woman crew, was flagged off from here to Cape Town, South Africa, by Rear Admiral Monty Khanna, Commandant, 
Naval War College, on Wednesday. The vessel is scheduled to reach Cape Town on December 15. The boat will 
participate in the “Cape to Rio Race” (Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro), which will start on December 26. “Sea faring is 
our profession and there is nothing better than long distance ocean sailing to learn the fine nuances of seamanship 
and understanding the oceans.  

The women officers have already sailed to Mauritius in the peak of monsoons and we are confident that the 
experience gained will hold them in good stead during the long voyage,” Rear Admiral Monty Khanna said. The present 
voyage of INSV Mhadei consists of four legs, which include Goa to Cape Town, Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro (the 
actual race), and back to Goa. The Navy has identified four sets of crew to participate in various legs of the voyage 
with the purpose of preparing a larger base of adventure loving seafarers.  

While the present leg up to Cape Town is being undertaken by an all-woman crew skippered by Lt Cdr Vartika Joshi, 
the Rio race would be undertaken by a mixed crew of men and women, which would be helmed by Capt Atool Sinha, 
the officer-in-charge of the recently established Ocean Sailing Node of the Navy. Capt Sinha is an Asian Games silver 
medallist. Similarly, the return legs would have separate sets of crew. Source : The Hindu 

The heading is a little bit misleading but not inaccurate as a yacht is indeed a vessel and she is very 
actively used for both training and PR 

HMS Caroline taken out of the water for vital hull restoration 

 

She hasn’t been out of the water for 32 years so it’s not surprising to see the hull of the sole surviving vessel from the 
Battle of Jutland covered in barnacles. Two tugs spent an hour easing HMS Caroline from her home at Alexandra 



Dock in Belfast to Harland and Wolff’s Heavy Industries Dock for hull inspection and repair. The work includes 
removing the marine growth, stripping paint from her hull and ultra-sonic testing to check for areas of weakness and 
repairs.  

Caroline, which has remained in the water since 1984, will have a marine-grade paint scheme applied to her hull 
before she is returned to her dock in the city’s Titanic Quarter before Christmas. The 3,700-ton veteran light cruiser 
opened to the public in June, a day after the centenary commemorations for the WW1 battle, but vital work on her hull 
was delayed in order to capture summer visitors, with 16,000 people going aboard in five months to witness the result 
of her £15m restoration project. She was one of more than 150 British warships that locked horns with the Kaiser’s 
High Seas Fleet in the North Sea at Jutland, when she charged at the German lines on at least one occasion to unleash 
torpedoes.  

Caroline tells the story of the Irish Sailor (the country wasn’t partitioned until 1921). Around 350 Irishmen died at 
Jutland and more than 10,000 of them served in the Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, Royal Naval Reserve, Merchant 
Navy, fishing fleets, and maritime rescue services during WW1. HMS Caroline’s links with Belfast began on 1 April 
1924 when she became the headquarters and training ship for Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve’s Ulster Division. The 
restoration project was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund with support from Department for the Economy and 
Tourism NI.  Source : Maasmond Clippings 

Private Maritime Security with Active Duty Personnel 

 

Damen FCS 3307 (file image) 

A Cyprus-based security firm, Diaplous Maritime Services, has announced a new Nigerian division offering private 
maritime security services – provided in conjunction with the Nigerian Navy. According to Peter Cook, director of the 
Security Association for the Maritime Industry, Nigeria's regulations for private maritime security contractors 
(PMSCs) require a different business model from the arrangement seen in the High Risk Area off Somalia. 

In the High Risk Area, PMSCs provide ship operators with embarked private security teams, and typically take 
responsibility for the teams’ training, certification, arms and transportation. However, within the territorial waters of 
Nigeria, a security contractor may not provide private armed teams, Cook says. Instead, the contractor may provide 
private patrol vessels, which are then "crewed, flagged and armed by the Nigerian Navy [who] use Nigerian national 
Rules of Engagement" on for-hire ship escort missions arranged by the PMSCs. Diaplous Maritime Services Nigeria says 
that its security escort vessels have seven to 10 Nigerian Navy service members on board and are armed and equipped 
to deter emerging threats. The firm uses Damen FCS 3307 patrol boats, the same model recently delivered to Nigeria's 
Homeland Integrated Offshore Services Limited (HIOSL). 

In addition, in cooperation with the Nigerian Navy, Diaplous offers armed embarked maritime security teams of four to 
eight members. For unarmed options, it can provide security consultants – Hellenic nationals or former Nigerian Navy 
officers – who are experienced in operating in the Gulf of Guinea security environment. And for personnel or 
executives on shore, Diaplous Nigeria also offers security services for travel throughout the country, including armed 
police escort. Diaplous Maritime Services has offered services in the High Risk Area of the Indian Ocean since 2010, 
and it has accommodated clients’ needs around the world. It is certified by LQRA Greece to the maritime security 
management system standard ISO/PAS 28007. Source : The Maritime Executive 

The photo above will be familiar to readers and local residents as a sister paid a short visit last week. 
Possibly soon to join her in Nigerian waters? 



TAILPIECE 

‘World’s Oldest Beer’ Brewed With Yeast from 18th Century Shipwreck 

 

Photo credit: Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery 

A team of scientists in Tasmania are claiming to have brewed the world’s oldest beer using yeast salvaged from an 
18th century shipwreck. Led by Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery Conservator David Thurrowgood, the research 
team was able to extract live yeast from a bottle pulled from the wreck of the Sydney Cove, which sank in 1797 on 
Preservation Island off Tasmania. The team then used the yeast to brew beer using recipes and techniques from the 
same period – calling the brew Preservation Ale. 

“The yeast is unique to science, and has genetic links to European brewing, baking and wine yeast used before 
modern specialised strains were developed,” said Thurrowgood. “The beer has a distinctly light and fresh flavour, 
giving a taste that has not been sipped for 220 years.” The team has also since baked a loaf of sourdough bread from 
the same yeast. According to the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, the team is now working on how they can 
use the yeast to make more beer to share with the world. Source : gCaptain 

THE FINAL WORD! 

 

A Dutch care-organisation plans to assist ex-sailors who have retired so that they can move in the streets.  
Photo : Arie van Oudheusden. 

Sorry for the extra two pages – see them as credit for when there is not enough news to fill the normal 
six pages.  
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