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The Chilean Navy support vessel AO 53 ARAUCANO spotted off Valparaiso, Chile Photo: Willem J.M. Kappert 

Senior Chief Electrician MS Zaandam – HAL (c) 

The AO 53 Arucano was inducted into the Navy of Chile on 17 December 2010. In the history of the institution, there 
have been five ships with the name "Araucano", currently, having as main role, the reordering of the naval units in 

the sea through manoeuvres of refuelling at sea. Characteristics of construction with double bottom and the 
compartmenting of their ponds, allows compliance with regulations with respect to agreements and international 

regulations.  

The incorporation of the AO 53 Araucano materialized the institutional aspirations of having a second tanker for 
support of the fleet, which complement the capabilities of logistical support at sea, mainly resting on the 52 AO 

Almirante Mont. The "new" Araucano added to the naval list does not constitute replacement of the Almirante 
Mont AO. This adds capabilities, satisfying and fulfilling platform of institutional logistics and operational planning 

needs; to represent us in the long-awaited recovery of old Navy capabilities, since for several decades it had two oil 

tankers to support of the Squadron.  

This tanker’s history goes back to 984 when it started its construction in the shipyards Uddevallavarvet, in Sweden, 

and a year later was released to water and baptized with the name Slethav. Then to be bought by Ultragas was 
called b/t Alpaca. With a length of 156,35 meters, a beam of 23.10 meters, a draft of 10,157 meters and a 

displacement of 12,561 tons register is a ship of the DNV (oil tanker) class, with capacity to carry 22 thousand cubic 
meters of different products in their ponds of load (segregated ballast, fuel oil, diesel oil, water drink) and has great 

versatility in the transfer of transport fuels, "which added to the future station of replenishment at sea which we will 

install briefly, will allow the Navy increase its ability to operate at sea for long periods far away from the logistical 
support bases on land. Source : Maasmond Clippings 

South Korea commissions sixth Incheon-class frigate ROKS Gwangju 

 

ROKS Gwangju during the launching ceremony. Photo: Republic of Korea Navy 



The Republic of South Korea Navy has commissioned its sixth FF frigate, named ROKS Gwangju, the country’s arms 

procurement agency announced. According to a report by the South Korean news agency Yonhap, the new frigate is 
expected to start patrols in March next year after it completes operational sea trials. ROKS Gwangju is the last of six 

2,300-ton frigates. Launched in August 2015, the frigate has a crew of 120 and is capable of reaching a maximum 
speed of 30 knots. 

South Korea has already launched the first FF-II frigate ROKS Daegu. The second-batch frigates are bigger than the 
FF frigates displacing 2,800 tones. FF-II frigates will be equipped with a 16-cell Korean vertical launching system for 

defense against air threats and six torpedo tubes for anti-submarine warfare. DSME, the shipbuilder in charge, said 

Daegu would be delivered to the Navy in 2017 and is expected to become operational in the second half of 2018. The 
new frigates South Korea is building are replacing the nation’s Pohang-class corvettes and Ulsan-class frigates. Source  

Just hope the smoke from above the bridge is part of the ceremony as no crew visible aboard! 

A Dutch submarine is caught spying on Russian aircraft carrier in the Med 

 

Illustration: A Dutch Navy Walrus-class submarine. Photo: Dutch Ministry of Defence 

Two Russian Navy destroyers in charge of protecting the aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov on its deployment to the 
Mediterranean have detected and chased away a Dutch Navy submarine which attempted to spy on the group, 

Russian Ministry of Defence said. According to several media reports, including that of Russian RT, the submarine 

came as close as 20 kilometers to the carrier and was identified as a Walrus-class vessel, the sole submarine type the 
Dutch Navy currently operates. Destroyers tracked the submarine for almost an hour before chasing it away, the 

report further said. 

While the Dutch defense ministry said it does not comment on the nation’s submarine operations, the country’s 

defense minister Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert told BCC that it would be wise “not to go along with the Russian rhetoric”. 
The Russian carrier strike group is currently sailing in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea where it will presumably engage 

in air strikes against ISIS strongholds in the Syrian city of Aleppo. 

Admiral Kuznetsov’s deployment has been closely monitored by the western media ever since the ship left the 
Severomorsk port early October. Two weeks ago, Spain came under pressure from other EU countries and NATO 

officials after it allowed the carrier strike group to refuel in its port of Ceuta. Russia withdrew its request for refueling 
in Spain following the media outrage. Source : Naval Today 

Ah – how nice to see the boot on the other foot. Not sure why the submarines movements were seen as 
dangerous at 20 km or how they ‘turned it away’. In an article in this morning’s Times (of London) – 
probably the only one not on Trump – the Beirut correspondent Richard Spence covers this incident but 
add the confusing statement “The Ministry of Defence and NATO officials have admitted monitoring the 



Russian Fleet as it sailed down the North Sea, through the Channel and into the Mediterranean – from 
where it will support the bombardment of the rebel-held area of Aleppo.” 

The word ‘admitted’ makes what is normally the normal reaction of any nation to a passing force seems 
a bit sinister BUT on what does he base the supposition that they will be attacking Aleppo? Ho goes on 
to state “Russia announced that an aerial assault on rebel positions west of the Syrian city would begin 
within hours using the Fleet’s Calibre cruise missiles and jets flying from Admiral Kuznets.” 

This is fascinating as a search of the internet reveals no such statement from Russia although numerous 
claims to that end from NATO and Western sources abound. Why would Russia use a very restrictive 
STOL ‘airfield’ that restricts weapon load to attack a target when they have a full permanent air base 
there? We will have to wait and see but if they do, it will be a very expensive point to make! Maybe they 
want to get in before Trump takes over with his itchy finger!    

Rafael, Israeli Navy New Submarine Sonar Significantly Increases 
Detection 

 

Israeli navy sailors on board the Dolphin-class submarine. Photo Credit: Moshe Shai/FLASH90 

A new sonar system developed by the Israel Navy and Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd. significantly improves 
the newly acquired Dolphin submarines’ detection capabilities, Globes reported Wednesday. The new sonar 

complements the original sonar systems installed on the Dolphin submarines by the German manufacturer. The 

additional sonar system algorithms enable it to ignore noises that can disrupt the range of the systems’ activity, while 
at the same time detecting distant noises—to enhance the capabilities of the German sonar system. 

Israel Navy underwater combat systems section head Lieutenant Colonel Tal Schwartzmann told Globes: “Under the 
conditions of a submarine in combat, there is no time. We have a saying that whoever detects the threat first is the 

one to attack and destroy the other side.” In that context, Schwartzmann said, “the new sonar increases our detection 

rate by up to 40%, thereby enabling us to neutralize noises that interfere with the submarine’s work.” 

Using the new sonar, the Israeli Dolphins will detect vessels equipped with advanced quiet engines, including “another 

submarine … and start following it long before the other submarine’s crew realizes that it has been detected, if it ever 
does,” Schwartzmann said. 

The Dolphin 2-class diesel-electric submarine was developed and constructed by Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG 
(HDW), Germany, for the Israeli Navy. They are the largest submarines to have been built in Germany since World 

War II, and the most expensive (half a billion dollars each, give or take) single vehicles in the IDF. Source : The 

Jewish Press 

 



Troubled USS Montgomery reaches new homeport 

 

The littoral combat ship USS Montgomery (LCS 8) arrived at its new homeport of San Diego after completing its 

maiden voyage from Mobile, Alabama. Photo: US Navy 

The U.S. Navy’s newest Independence-class littoral combat ship USS Montgomery has managed to reach her new 
homeport after encountering a string of obstacles en route. The obstacles manifested themselves in engineering 

failures and collisions. USS Montgomery started her journey to her designated homeport in San Diego in September 
after being delivered to the navy three months earlier, in June. 

Just three days after its September 10 commissioning ceremony, USS Montgomery became the fifth littoral combat 

ship to experience some sort of break down within this year. Montgomery sailors first detected a seawater leak in 
the hydraulic cooling system and later in the day, the ship experienced a casualty to one of its gas turbine engines. 

The ship stopped at Naval Station Mayport to conduct repairs before continuing its journey. 

As the ship was getting ready to continue its transit to San Diego it was forced to scramble from port on October 4 in 

order to avoid hurricane Mathew which was headed toward Mayport. The littoral combat ship collided with a tug in the 
process and suffered a foot-long crack. The final accident took place on October 29 while Montgomery was transiting 

the Panama Canal. The ship collided with one of the walls of the Panama Canal lock suffering damage to the hull. 

The Independence-class littoral combat ship USS Montgomery (LCS 8) completed its maiden voyage and arrived at 
its new homeport of San Diego on November 8. The U.S. Navy said the ship’s crew completed equipment checks, 

system tests and crew certification training along the way. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of my crew as they’ve conquered every obstacle in their way and thrived,” said Cmdr. 

Daniel Straub, Montgomery’s commanding officer. “From day one when we departed Mobile, the crew has performed 

superbly and sailed Montgomery with the expertise, cohesiveness, and precision of an experienced crew. They’ve 
proven that they can accomplish anything.” Source : Naval Today 

Hurrah – she ‘managed’ to make it to her new base! Does not instil confidence in the class in my mind. 

2 Somali pirates receive life sentences for attacking USS Ashland; third 
gets 33 years 

A pair of Somali pirates were sentenced to life in prison Monday for their roles in a 2010 attack on the USS Ashland 

in the Gulf of Aden, while a third was given only 33 years because he cooperated with federal prosecutors in another 
piracy case. U.S. District Judge Raymond Jackson begrudgingly issued the life sentences after the 4th U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals ruled last year that he erred by originally giving the five men convicted in the case sentences that 
ranged from 30 to 42½ years. Piracy carries a mandatory life sentence under federal law, but Jackson had ruled it 

amounted to impermissible cruel and unusual punishment in the Ashland case because nobody boarded the 
amphibious dock landing ship and no U.S. sailors were injured in the attack. 



“I didn’t harm anybody. I did not injure anybody. I did not rob anybody,” Abdi Razaq Abshir Osman said through an 

interpreter at Monday’s sentencing. At the time, the Ashland was based in Virginia Beach. It was part of an 
international flotilla patrolling the area after a surge of piracy raids were launched from the largely lawless country of 

Somalia. Pirates routinely would attack and board commercial vessels, divert them to Somalia and then ransom the 
ships and their crews for tens of millions of dollars.  

The incident with the Ashland began in April 2010 when seven men started out in a small skiff with the goal of 
capturing a merchant ship they could ransom. But in the early morning light they mistook the Ashland for a cargo 

ship and opened fire with an AK-47 assault rifle. The Ashland returned fire with its 25 mm gun, killing one of the men 

and causing the skiff to catch fire. Jackson called the statutory sentence “harsh” and “totally unjustified” as he 
delivered the mandated life sentence to Osman. “The court is fully aware you didn’t kill anybody, injure anyone,” 

Jackson said.  

For his part, Jackson also didn’t believe the Ashland case initially amounted to piracy. That’s because the U.S. 

Supreme Court in 1820 defined piracy as robbery at sea and the Ashland was not robbed. The federal appeals court 

overruled him in 2012 Mohamed Abdi Jama also received a life sentence later in the day and seemed confused as he 
spoke through an interpreter about why he was facing a harsher sentence than the one originally handed down. “Is 

this a new crime I’m accused of? What is the issue here?” Jama asked.  

Prosecutors requested what’s called a “downward departure” for the sentence of the third pirate, Mohamed Ali Said. 

Said cooperated with authorities in their case against another Somali who was accused of being a pirate negotiator. 
The negotiator was found not guilty of aiding and abetting piracy in 2013. Two others convicted in the case are 

scheduled to be sentenced today. The other survivor from the skiff cooperated with prosecutors early on in the case 

and pleaded guilty in 2010 to lesser counts of attempting to plunder a vessel and two related charges. The Ashland 
currently is based in Japan. source: The Virginian-Pilot 

When studying piracy 101, recognition is the secret to success! 

Fire Destroys Trawler in Cape Town 

 

In Cape Town, South Africa, salvors have finally extinguished a fire on board the Russian stern trawler Verano, fully 
one week after it began. The 3,500 dwt trawler contained 800,000 polystyrene containers and 40,000 gallons of fuel 

oil – providing plenty of flammable material to sustain the fire.  

Local media reported that the fire had subsided Tuesday but smoke still emanated from the trawler's holds. She had 

taken on a starboard list due to flooding from firefighting water, forcing responders to evacuate from the ship, but her 
stability is not presently thought to be a concern.  

As of Wednesday, “all boundary cooling activities are discontinued‚ though fire services have been placed on standby 

for any emergencies. The vessel is still listing to starboard but remains stable‚” said the Transnet National Ports 
Authority in a statement. Chances are slim that the vessel will be repaired and redeployed.  



"The vessel will in all probability be declared a total constructive loss,” said Captain Gustav Louw of the South African 

Maritime Safety Authority, speaking to local News24. “They could either sell it as scrap, tow it to a scrap yard, or 
scuttle the wreck, provided the environment department gives a dumping permit and position at sea.” The 1975-built 

Verano (ex-names Apollo, Viento Del Sur and Shinkai Maru) was most recently flagged in Russia. She has no 
Equasis record. Source : The Maritime Executive 

NIMASA, Navy Arrest 16 Stowaways on US-bound Vessel 

Search and Rescue personnel of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) in conjunction with 
officers and men of the Nigerian Navy have apprehended 16 stowaways on a United States bound vessel, MV 

Colombia River. The arrest which was effected on Friday November 4, 2016 at the Lagos fairway buoy was sequel to 
a distress signal sent to the Regional Search and Rescue Coordination Centre based in NIMASA which in turn alerted 

the Nigerian Navy.  

The Navy immediately sent its vessel NNS Karaduwa to the location of MV Colombia River where 16 stowaways 
were apprehended and one of them sustained an injury on the shoulder while attempting to escape arrest. The injured 

stowaway was immediately taken away by the NIMASA Search and Rescue team on its vessel NIMASA Benue to the 
Agency’s Search and Rescue Base Clinic for treatment while the others were taken away by the Navy for profiling and 

subsequent hand over to the Security Agencies for further investigation.  

The crew of the Hong Kong flagged vessel had originally thought that they were under attack by armed pirates but 
preliminary investigation show that the persons on board the vessel were only intruders who hid in the vessel to leave 

the shores of Nigeria in search of greener pastures in the US. The stowaways who included one Liberian national are in 
custody and will be handed over to the Nigerian Immigration Service for further action.  

It will be recalled that piracy and related activities have drastically reduced in Nigerian waters as a result the combined 
efforts of the Nigerian Navy, NIMASA and other stakeholders with Lagos accounting for zero incident in the last six 

months. The post NIMASA, Navy Arrest 16 Stowaways on US-bound Vessel appeared first on Metro Watch. Source : 

nigeriannewspapers 

This is a repeat of the previous report and clinches it – they were not pirates. 

READER COMMENT 

Sub sightings takes us back to the late 60’s when there was a lot of sightings along the SA coast, especially the 
Pondo/Transkei coast. The late Capt ‘Tubby’ Reaper was the SO ASW at Naval Headquarters, (then still in Simon’s 
Town) and he had to investigate each sighting. On one of these missions he eventually arrived at the house where 
the sighting originated from.  

The housewife explained how the sub sailed up the river in front of her house, and returned about 2 hours later. Capt 

Reaper originated from that area, he took off his shoes and socks (Summer rig shorts) and walked across the shallow 
bank that all those rivers have at the mouth. On return he told the lady that her story does not hold water. Her reply 

was “If I keep on reporting these submarines, will it help me to get a telephone?” 

AGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


