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The Damen crew supplier FCS3307, Damen Gorinchem, which visited Simon’s Town for a bottom clean on Monday 
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Iranian Navy to Escort Tankers through Red Sea 

 

Iranian naval exercise (file image) 

In response to a rising threat of piracy and terrorism, Iran's Navy will be escorting all Iranian tankers in the waters off 
Somalia, in the Bab al-Mandeb Strait and in the Red Sea. Rear Adm. Habibollah Sayyari, the commander of the Islamic 
Republic Navy, told state-owned media that the National Iranian Tanker Company (NITC) had requested the 
heightened naval security presence. Sayyari said that the service would extend to other merchant vessels as well, 
including the vessels of other nations.  

Sayyari pointed to the service's eight-year track record in defending Iran's commercial vessels off Somalia: over the 
course of 3,800 escort transits, there have been no negative outcomes, he said. Recent attacks attributed to Houthi 
rebels in Yemen have raised alarm about the risks of terrorism in the Red Sea. The sea's entrance, the Strait of Bab al-
Mandeb, is a narrow choke point for traffic bound to and from the Suez Canal.  

A UAE fast transport vessel was destroyed by a missile near the strait in early October; Houthi rebels claimed 
responsibility in the attack. Shortly thereafter, two U.S. naval vessels defended themselves against multiple missile 
attacks in the same region, and they retaliated by launching land-attack cruise missiles against Houthi radar sites.  

Late last month, unknown assailants in a skiff approached the LNG carrier Galicia Spirit in the Strait of Bab al-
Mandeb. When the ship was in range, they opened fire with small arms and with an RPG. The Spirit's owner, Teekay, 



later added that the attackers' craft was loaded with explosives, which detonated when the skiff was only about 60 
feet off. "While the intentions of the attackers and the use of the explosives are unknown, the investigation findings 
indicate that the explosives would have been sufficient to have caused significant damage to the vessel," Teekay said.  

In addition to the new danger of terrorist attacks in the Red Sea, the risk of piracy has returned to the waters off 
Somalia: in late October, a group of six Somali pirates broke a years-long period of quiet in the region with an attack 
on a chemical tanker, the CPO Korea. The crew and the security team on board successfully fended off the attack. 
Source : The Maritime Executive 

Although not confirmed by the MoD, it is reported that HMS Daring has been diverted from her planned 
tasking to the Persian Gulf with HMS Ocean and is now patrolling the Bab-al-Mendeb Strait in protection 
of passing tankers using this vital route.  

More submarine sightings reported 

Norway’s civilian coastal population has been busy in recent weeks, reporting a series of new sightings of what may be 
foreign submarines in Norwegian waters. Defense officials confirmed they’ve been alerted to several sightings during 
the past month, and called the public’s reports “highly reliable” yet non-alarmist. Major Elisabeth Eikeland of the 
defense department’s operative headquarters in Bodø told state broadcaster NRK that the military is glad the public 
reports suspicious activity.  

She asked for the public’s understanding that the sightings don’t always result in any concrete response. “We build our 
evaluations on a wide spectrum of classified and unclassified information that we can’t go into detail about,” Eikeland 
told NRK. Reports from a ferry and other vessels Among the recent sightings was one made from the ferry MF Hasvik 
late last week, when its radar readings showed that it was very close to an unidentified vessel off the coast of 
Nordland that its crew is certain was a submarine. 

If was the fourth observation of such an unknown vessel in the past month. Two weeks ago, the fishing boat 
Lillebror sent in a u-boat report at Givær, just west of Bodø. On Thursday of that week, the website Aldrimer.no 
reported two sightings in which seafarers off Nordland reported “unusual incidents.” While on their way towards 
Brønnøysund on October 22, for example, men on board a boat reported seeing an “unidentified vessel” between 
Hamnøya and Hornslandet. 

“I have been at sea since I was 15 years old, and I believe without any doubt that what we saw was a submarine,” 
Odin René Engan, who was among those on board the boat, told NRK. “We are also quite sure it was not Norwegian.” 
Eikeland said that most of the sightings are investigated. She claimed that the crew on the ferry MF Hasvik did not 
detect a submarine on their radar, according to their official evaluation.  

Big increase in Russian activity  

At the same time, researcher Ståle Ulriksen at the Norwegian foreign policy institute NUPI told NRK that there has 
been a major increase in activity by the Russian fleet off Norway during the past month. “Especially the last week,” 
Ulriksen told NRK. “It’s not known whether this included Russian submarines, but we can’t rule that out. In general, 
Russian u-boat activity has doubled many times over during the past three to four years.” He noted that Russian Navy 
has both upgraded old submarines and built new ones.  

They’re often moved from the Baltic, where they’re built, up to the Arctic areas for training exercises before being 
dispatched to the Mediterranean and Black Sea, for example. He said there’s no doubt that there’s extensive traffic 
past Norway, both coming and going from the Arctic. “There’s also in general an advantage to get to know the 
(Norwegian) coastal area, in the event of war,” Ulriksen said. “This isn’t play-acting. The situation in the world is 
dramatic right now. We are both a neighbour and a member of NATO. We can’t rule out conflicts between the major 
powers in the future.” Source : newsinenglish  

Norwegian Navy commander: Russia should give up a blue-water navy 
dream 

Russia should abstain from massive investments in major naval combatant projects in order to make sure political 
ambitions do not deplete its budgets and return the fleet to the decaying, post Cold War status, Norwegian Navy 
commander Daniel Thomassen wrote in an article for the November-edition of the Proceedings magazine. Quoting 
Soviet Navy Admiral Sergey Gorshkov who said that great powers need great navies, Thomassen wrote that Russian 
security leaders are embarking on a dangerous undertaking with which they aim to rival the U.S. Navy. 
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A similar ambition brought the Soviet Union to collapse, the author contended adding that such aspirations are poised 
to threaten the creation of a strategically balanced and sustainable Russian Navy. 

“The RFN is a capable regional sea power, with an effective A2/AD-capability against any adversary in the Arctic, the 
Baltic, the eastern Mediterranean, and the Black seas,” Thomassen wrote suggesting that this was something Russian 
military leaders should build on and abstain from making investments in advanced systems and platforms that will still 
fail to bring the Russian Navy on par with its U.S. counterpart. 

Decommissioned naval destroyer becomes a classroom 

Last week inside the mess hall of the USS TURNER JOY, third-grader Madalyn McGraw and her friends from Gateway 
Christian Schools watched a tiny tin boat with a small candle inside putter across a tub of water. "The heat makes 
steam and the steam makes it move," Madalyn explained, quickly catching on to the engineering of the small craft, 
which had a tiny tailpipe to draw in water for the steam. "It's cool how the energy moves the boats," she said. "I love 
science." That's the reaction folks from the nonprofit Bremerton Historic Ships Association want in students they bring 
aboard for tours of the decommissioned Vietnam-era destroyer Turner Joy, a floating museum on Bremerton's 
waterfront.  

The Turner Joy has been hosting school groups since June, adding a twist to the usual ship tour and history lesson: 
hands-on lessons in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). The program has grown in popularity since 
summer, and the Turner Joy is booked out two or three months for school tours. The new opportunity for Kitsap's 
private and public school students results from a partnership between the Navy and the Naval Historical Foundation in 
Washington, D.C., along with local sponsors' support. John Hanson, Bremerton Historic Ships Association president, 
was invited in April to the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, for training through the academy's STEM Center 
for Education and Outreach. The program is geared to address an "urgent national need for more young people to 
pursue careers" in STEM fields.  

Hanson, a retired Navy officer with a background in reactors, learned hands-on experiments — like the putt-putt boats 
he showed the Gateway students — alongside educators from around the country. "We didn't understand what STEM 
was," Hanson said. "STEM is hands-on science technology learning." Hanson and others who took the training quickly 
became versed in STEM education techniques through lesson plans developed by the Naval Academy. Hanson 
introduced the Gateway students to principles of thermodynamics using glass vials of colored liquid. The students held 
the vials in their hands, the heat from which made the liquid inside bubble, a lesson in transfer of heat energy. "You 
watch their faces, you see how they react to science, and you're just taken by it," Hanson said. "It's not a job. It's 
something that's really enjoyable."  

The Naval Historical Foundation has been instrumental in getting STEM programs in Navy museums like the Turner Joy 
across the country. The foundation has grants to help defray training expenses for educators and contributed to travel 
expenses for Turner Joy officials. The Turner Joy is one of three historic Naval ships on the West Coast to add STEM 
education to their mission, according to Hanson. The others are the aircraft carriers USS Hornet, in Alameda, 
California, and the USS Midway, in San Diego. Turner Joy officials, including Hanson, took follow-up STEM training 
in both locations, as well as Port Hueneme, California.  



The Puget Sound Navy Museum in Bremerton and the U.S. Naval Undersea Museum in Keyport also partner with the 
Navy on STEM education. Materials for the Turner Joy's STEM classes are provided thanks to grants and sponsors, 
including the Kitsap Community Foundation, Port Madison Enterprises, Kitsap Bank and Allstate Insurance. The 
Chapple family, of Montana, provided the putt-putt boats at a discount The Bremerton Historic Ships Association also 
contributes funds to support the program, keeping costs minimal for schools. More sponsors and individual donations 
are welcome, Hanson said.  

During the Gateway Schools' visit, students not engrossed in experiments toured the ship in small groups. Kelly Zenz, 
the association's operations officer, led one group up narrow, steep stairways, onto the bow, where he described the 
ship ploughing through heavy seas. They visited the bridge, the radar room and the radio room. In one part of the 
ship, ceiling tiles were painted with the names of Navy chief selects, candidates for promotion, who spent time aboard 
the Turner Joy doing service work. Student Alex Ralston, 8, and mom Sarah were excited to see the name of Alex's 
dad, Jacob O. Ralston, on one of the tiles, from his service last summer. Chief Ralston serves aboard the USS 
Louisiana Gold, stationed at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. Asked what he thought of the ship and the tribute to his dad, 
Alex said, "It's cool!" Source : Navy Times 

This is exactly what we planned for SAS Assegaai and included classrooms in the design. 

German tender Werra returns from EU mission off Libya 

 

Tender Werra. Photo: German Navy 

German Navy’s Elbe-class replenishment ship Werra is set to return to its homeport in the Kiel Navy base after 
spending five months underway supporting EU’s maritime operations. Werra departed port in June to join EUNAVFOR’s 
operation Sophia to help tackle people smugglers, deaths of migrants at sea and illicit arms trade. The ship contributed 
to saving a total of 1.821 migrants found in sinking or unseaworthy rafts and makeshift boats. 

Werra deployed together with minehunter ship Datteln whose crew concluded their mission and returned home in 
late September. Werra spent a bit more time deployed to the mission and was later substituted by another German 
Navy tender in October. During her time with operation Sophia, Werra sailed over 25.000 nautical miles under the 
leadership of corvette captain Mirko Preuß. 

Werra’s last rescue mission took place on October 21 and poised a real challenge for the crew. A total of 844 people 
were pulled from six unseaworthy boats northwest of Tripoli. “I am proud that my crew performed their tasks 
professionally and achieved good results,” the commander said looking back at the mission. 

Launched in June 2015, operation Sophia is part of a wider EU’s comprehensive approach to migration, tackling both 
current symptoms and root causes such as conflict, poverty, climate change and persecution. Last October 7, the 
operation moved to its second phase in high seas. The second phase authorized the mission vessels to conduct 
boarding, search, seizure and diversion, on the high seas, of vessels suspected of being used for human smuggling or 
trafficking. European vessels have also started training Libyan Navy and Coast Guard personnel. The training regime 
will range from basic seamanship skills to more advanced specialist skills and include a substantial focus on human 
rights and international law.  Source : Naval Today 



Whilst the destroyers and frigates bask in the glamour, it is the support vessels that keep them going 
AND actually do their work when they are not there. 

Peruvian shipyard SIMA launches patrol boats 

 The Peruvian Navy has announced that the PGCP-50-class patrol boats BAP Rio Piura and BAP Rio Quilca have 
been named and launched. The vessels, built by Peruvian shipyard Servicios Industriales de la Marina (SIMA) at its 
Chimbote facilities, will be used for coastguard patrolling and search & rescue missions; they will be delivered to the 
navy in early 2017. In March the shipyard delivered BAP Rio Canete (PM-205) and Rio Pativilca (PM-204) : the first 
pair of PGCP-50-class vessels. The platforms have an overall length of 55 m, weigh 500 tonnes, and have a maximum 
speed of 22 kts. Each will have a crew of 25 personnel. Source : IHS Jane's Defence Weekly 

Pirates Shift from Hijacking to Kidnapping 

Global piracy has shifted away from hijacking and towards kidnapping as the number of kidnappings now stands at 44 
for the period from January to 30 September 2016, according to IHS Markit. Within the same time-frame 37 percent of 
crew involved in a piracy situation have been kidnapped. The number represents a significant increase compared to a 
total of 19 crew members who were kidnapped during 2015, while a year earlier, in 2014, only nine kidnappings were 
tracked. 

“Piracy has changed in the past three years,” Devlin McStay, data analyst at IHS Maritime and Trade, said, adding 
that, while the number of piracy attacks is decreasing overall, kidnapping is becoming more common. Additionally, the 
number of kidnappings are rising in the piracy hotspots of Southeast Asia and West Africa. In the first nine months of 
2016, 60 percent of all piracy incidents in the Gulf of Guinea were kidnaps and 40 percent were robberies. “Piracy in 
the Gulf of Guinea is focused on kidnap for ransom and is concentrated on high-value Western targets,” said Martin 
Roberts, senior analyst at IHS Country Risk. 

“The need for alternative funding and ongoing militancy in the Niger Delta region will continue to drive these risks into 
2017. Onshore dynamics are affecting offshore risks,” Roberts added. The areas most affected by piracy include 
Southeast Asia, near the Malacca Straits, the Gulf of Aden, and the Gulf of Guinea. In 2014, there were 245 piracy 
attacks across 26 countries, 20 fewer than 2013. The number of incidents in 2015 were similar. So far, 2016 has had 
fewer than 100 attacks, making it the quietest year in six years. The seas around the Philippines are the most pirated, 
with the seas around Nigeria the second most and the seas around India third. Source : gCaptain 

READER COMMENT 

Surely the DDG 1000 can handle other 155 mm rounds, unless the 62 calibre has a smooth bore barrel. Granted the 
chamber volume might be different from the shorter calibres used by land forces but the charge should be the cheaper 
part of the DDG 1000 equation. Land systems have auto loaders, so again it should be possible to find a charge 
containment method (bags or casings) that can be utilised, albeit with modification. Obviously the use of land system 
rounds will reduce the effective ranges and possibly accuracy but will provide much cheaper training rounds. Finally 
the vessel's FCS software should be flexible enough to allow for the changes required to use other 155 mm natures. 

The problem is the extreme range they need. The expensive shells are base-bleed rocket propelled to 
well over 70nm and are more than two metres long. 

TAILPIECE 

South Africa's Transnet to Spend up on Acquisitions 

South Africa's Transnet plans to spend about 20 billion rand ($1.50 billion) on mergers and acquisitions in South Africa 
and the rest of Africa as it embarks on a major expansion drive outside its home base, the state rail-freight operator 
said. Transnet, which has struggled with declining commodity export volumes stemming from the slump in minerals 
prices, is looking to deploy its expertise in running ports, pipelines and rail elsewhere in Africa. 

The company aims to boost cross-border revenue by up to five times over the next five years, its chief executive said 
in an interview this week. "The South African growth trajectory is muted at best. We could be able to improve our own 
share of revenue to between 20 to 25 percent outside South Africa in the next five years or so," Siyabonga Gama said. 

The company, whose annual group revenue is around 62 billion rand, makes about five percent, or three billion rand, 
of that outside South Africa. It aims to increase revenue from operations abroad to 15 billion rand through expansion 
in several countries including Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tanzania and Senegal. Transnet operates 



nearly three-quarters of the entire African rail network, the bulk of which is in South Africa, but is looking to diversify 
abroad. 

 

 

"We are looking into inland terminals, liquid bulk terminals; we are also looking at their port terminals in terms of what 
we can do there. Also in the rail space we are looking at opportunities in terms of us producing coaches as well as 
wagons," Gama said. As a precaution, Transnet's Chief Financial Officer, Garry Pita, said the company has agreed with 
90 percent of creditors who could demand higher interest rates in the event of a downgrade of South Africa's 
sovereign credit rating that they would not do so, or force the company to pay a portion of its debt, if this were to 
happen. 

Economists surveyed in August said there was a significant risk that South Africa's credit rating could be cut to junk 
status this year. "If we were to be downgraded as a country it would impact on about 30.1 billion rand," Pita said. 
South Africa is rated BBB-, the lowest investment-grade category, by both Fitch and Standard & Poor's and a notch 
higher at Baa2 by Moody's. All three are due to review their ratings in November and December. Source : The 
Maritime Executive 

Uh – uh! Parastatals are becoming very expensive for the few taxpayers! 

AGS 


