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Final Farewell to the Jolly Gold Rover 

 

RFA Gold Rover on the starting line for her departure. Photo : Peter Smith 

 

Her departure with an escort firing all ‘cannons’ – even the birds took part! Photo : Mike Loverock 

Canadian Navy’s experimental ship is underway on missions 

The Canadian Navy’s Halifax-class frigate HMCS Montréal is at sea on its first deployment as the Royal Canadian Navy’s 
(RCN) experimental ship. The modernized frigate deployed October 24, 2016 with a full schedule of missions including 
combat enhancement training, crew trials and operational testing and evaluation of the new Cyclone shipborne 
helicopter. The experimental ship – or X-Ship – program is designed to advance naval concepts in all areas of warship 
deployment, crewing and sustainment. Many of the trials conducted will focus on human factors such as variations of 
crew size and impacts on crew rest and performance, as well as some operational trials. 

“We have been given the extremely important mission of setting the course for the future fleet in manning, innovation 
and air operations,” says Commander Chris Sherban, who adds “it’s an honour” to be Captain of the X-Ship. As the sea 
portion of the X-Ship program gets under way, Montréal is transiting south with the rest of the Canadian task group – 
HMC Ships Fredericton, St. John’s and Athabaskan – along with Spanish Navy replenishment oiler ESPS Patino, 
conducting force generation and force development work. According to Cdr Sherban, the first part of this trial is called 
the SCORE 217 trial, which will be used to validate a crewing model used by defence research scientists in Toronto. 

This evaluation will require X-Ship to conduct a modified work-ups scenario with its full crew of 217. The scenario was 
specifically developed by the Directorate of Naval Personnel and Training in Ottawa, with experts from sea training 
(Pacific). Outside of the evolutions in the scenario, the crew will be asked to conduct watches, departmental work 
(including maintenance), meetings, fitness, meals, and so on, in accordance with their regular shipboard routine. 

The crew will fill out daily questionnaires on their activities and wear actigraphs (sensors that measure activity) to 
monitor work/rest balance. The intent is to confirm that estimates made with respect to the time needed to complete 
evolutions and the time available for activities other than watches and evolutions is consistent with reality. “The crew 
is very excited that their efforts will directly influence the structure and shape of the future fleet,” says Cdr Sherban. 



“As an example, defence scientists hoped that we would have 150 officers and sailors willing to conduct sleep and 
fatigue studies. We had 178 sailors volunteer.” 

 

HMCS Montréal. Photo : Royal Canadian Navy 

Although Montréal has a dedicated trial program, it will not be completely removed from everyday naval 
requirements and will continue to participate in scheduled engineering repair, docking work periods and fleet training 
exercises. The ship will increase its operational readiness with other RCN ships, as well as USN ships and Patino 
during exercise Spartan Warrior 16 in November.  

After this deployment, Montréal will enter a work period until early January when it will return to sea in support of 
the Cyclone project. “We will be searching for the worst weather in the North Atlantic so that we can test the operating 
limits of the helicopter,” Cdr Sherban said. Montréal is expected to continue trials as part of the RCN’s experimental 
program for five years. Source : Naval Today 

South Korea names eighth KSS-II submarine Lee Beom-seok 

 

Photo: DSME 

South Korean shipbuilder Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering (DSME) has launched the eighth of nine KSS-II 
submarines the South Korean Navy will eventually operate. Named after the South Korean independence fighter Lee 
Beom-seok, the submarine was unveiled on Tuesday at DSME’s shipyard in Geojedo, south of Seoul. Once the South 
Korean attack submarine program is complete, the nation will operate a total of 27 submarines built through three 
phases. 

The first phase, KSS-I or Chang Bogo class as the lead vessel is named, was completed with all nine submarines in 
operational status. The KSS-I submarine are based on the Type 209 design from the German Howaldtswerke-Deutsche 
Werft GmbH. The second batch of submarines, based on the Type 214 submarine, is nearing completion with the 
unveiling and naming of the eighth unit. The previous, seventh, submarine was named in March this year. 

The KSS-II submarines are loaded with long-range submarine-to-ground cruise missiles developed by Korea’s own 
technology, torpedoes and mines featuring an automatic simultaneous target tracking system and a torpedo guidance 
and detection system. With a length of 65 meters and width of 6.3 meters, the KSS-II submarines displace 1.800 
tonnes and have a crew of 40. Source : Naval Today 



The Navy can't fire its awesome new gun because the rounds cost nearly 
$1 million each 

 

Wishful thinking! 

The US Navy can't fire its awesome new gun that can hit a target more than 70 miles away because the rounds are 
costing the service nearly a million bucks a piece. Just a couple weeks after the Navy commissioned its most advanced 
warship, the USS Zumwalt (DDG-1000), the service says it won't be buying any more of the guided precision 
munitions the ship's Advanced Gun Systems uses, called the Long Range Land-Attack Projectile (LRLAP).  

The 155mm round is "the most accurate and longest-range guided projectile" in Navy history, according to Lockheed 
Martin. It's also one of the most expensive, with the price of each round costing roughly $800,000 to $1 million, for a 
total cost of around $2 billion if the service purchased its planned buy of 2,000 rounds, Sam LaGrone of USNI 
reported. The Navy wasn't expecting the exorbitant cost when it first began producing the advanced Zumwalt-class 
destroyers.  

It originally planned to build 32 of the stealth ships, but cost overruns led the service to eventually reduce the number 
down to just three. That reduction in the number of ships also led the cost of its ammunition to rise, Defense News 
reported. “We were going to buy thousands of these rounds,” a Navy official familiar with the program told the site. 
“But quantities of ships killed the affordable round.” The Navy is now looking for alternative rounds that can be fired 
out of the AGS system, though its possible a replacement will not be found by the time the Zumwalt finishes sea 
trials and is integrated into the fleet by 2018.  

The service is looking at a number of alternative rounds, though a replacement could be tricky since the gun was built 
specifically for the LRLAP round. The rounds aren't the only budget-busting item, however. The three Zumwalt-class 
ships themselves — the newly-commissioned USS Zumwalt, and not-yet-commissioned Michael Monsoor and Lyndon 
B. Johnson — cost about $4 billion each. The Navy did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Source : 
Business Interests/SUBSIM 

Maybe they should catty more Tomahawks as they only cost $1.5 each and are very effective. Or, of 
course, they can ask DENEL to design something for them as they were pioneers in the 155mm long 
range ammo (Boer maak altyd ‘n plan!) 

Canada Widens the Aperture in Search of New Warships 

Canada has opened up its competition for new warships to designs yet to be proven, despite its previous commitment 
to purchase only off-the-shelf vessels. The change will allow more domestic firms to participate in the multibillion-
dollar acquisition of what is being called the Canadian Surface Combatant since a new design is not wedded to foreign 
systems. In addition, the change would provide Canada potentially with the most up-to-date technology. “You want to 
make sure that what you get on offer reflects not only what’s tried and tested in the market, but also what’s coming 
on the market,” explained Lisa Campbell, assistant deputy minister of acquisitions at Public Services and Procurement 
Canada, the department overseeing the procurement.  

Irving Shipbuilding Inc., of Halifax, the prime contractor for the project, released the request for proposals package to 
pre-qualified bidders on October 27. Twelve firms, mainly European, have been pre-qualified as either ship designers 
or combat systems integrators. The Canadian government’s decision to change criteria for the designs it accepts now 



allows BAE Systems to bid its Type 26 design for the surface combatant project. The United Kingdom is negotiating 
with BAE on a timetable for construction of those vessels. Other shipbuilders had privately voiced concerns about the 
change in criteria, pointing out that earlier this year, Canadian government officials stated an acceptable ship design 
was to have been completed and reviewed by the government purchasing the vessel.  

A proven design would cut the amount of technical risk and speed up the procurement process for Canada, 
Procurement Minister Judy Foote said at the time. Anne Healey, BAE’s general manager for group business 
development in Canada, said because of competition rules, she can’t discuss the status of the Type 26 design and the 
U.K. program, but she noted that the Type 26 Global Combat Ship is “the world’s newest and most advanced surface 
combatant design. We are planning to cut steel in 2017, which is ideal timing for the CSC programme; being three 
years ahead of the Canadian program.”  

The companies pre-approved by Canada to submit a warship design for the CSC include: Alion Science and Technology 
Corporation; BAE Systems Surface Ships Limited; DCNS SA; Fincantieri S.p.A; Navantia SA; Odense Maritime 
Technology; and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems GmbH. The firms pre-approved as combat system integrators include: 
Atlas Elektonik GmbH; DCNS SA; Lockheed Martin Canada; Leonardo S.p.A.; Saab Australia Pty; Thales Nederland 
B.V.; and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems GmbH. The winning designer and combat systems integrator are to be 
selected sometime in the summer of 2017. Construction of the first ship will begin in the early 2020s. The first CSC is 
expected to be delivered in the mid-2020s.  

Up to 15 warships could be built, but Pat Finn, Assistant Deputy Minister, Materiel, at the Department of National 
Defence, noted the actual number of vessels still has to be decided. The budget for the CSC project was originally 
estimated at (CAN) $26 billion ($18 billion), but Department of National Defence analysts have projected the ships 
could eventually cost (CAN) $40 billion. More than half of the cost of the project will be for the on-board combat 
systems and the integration of those systems, industry officials say. The vessels will replace the Royal Canadian Navy’s 
Iroquois-class destroyers and Halifax-class frigates. Public Services and Procurement Canada spokesman Nicolas 
Boucher said each bid would be evaluated by Irving Shipbuilding Inc. and the Canadian government. “Evaluation of the 
bids will include financial and technical performance, maturity of the design, along with the economic benefits,” he 
noted. Source : Defense News  

Navy launches ‘exercise sharkbite’ to fight sea pirates 

The Nigerian Navy has launched ‘Exercise Sharkbite’ at the Eastern Naval Command with a view to intensifying the 
fight against sea pirates and other criminals under the command’s coverage. Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Naval 
Command, Rear Admiral James Oluwole, who spoke with newsmen at the command in Onne, Rivers State, explained 
that the exercise would increase the capacity of officers and men of the Nigerian Navy. Oluwole pointed out that the 
activation of ‘Exercise Sharkbite’ was in line with the Chief of Naval Staff’s directive for zero tolerance to all forms of 
maritime illegalities within Nigeria’s coastal areas.  

He expressed worry over the activities of pipeline vandals, illegal oil bunkering, adding that measures had been put in 
place to increase the fight against crimes within the nation’s waterways. “Our sea exercise is at the fringes. The 
exercise area is within my area of responsibility (Rivers to Cross River State). It covers about 24,000 nautical miles 
“The ‘Exercise Sharkbite’ also serves the purpose of ensuring the combat readiness of deployable forces prior to 
deployment. It is a two-day exercise sequel to the simulation exercise earlier conducted at the Armed Forces 
Simulation Centre, Jaja, Kaduna. 

He disclosed that 400 officers and 3,000 men of the Nigerian Navy were involved in the ‘Exercise Sharkbite’ 
programme. According to him, “The Nigerian Navy more than ever before, must be in the best position to secure 
critical oil and gas infrastructure both ashore and offshore for socio-economic activities to thrive in the maritime 
domain.“ It is pertinent to state that ‘Exercise Sharkbite’ is also a precursor to the. CNS Annual Sea Exercise scheduled 
for December this year “The fleet that will be exercised at sea comprises four capital ships; NNS Okpabana, Ologbo, 
Burutu, Santana and helicopter. He however assured members of the public that Exercise Sharkbite was not meant 
to inconvenience law abiding seafarers, citizens, adding that adequate measures have been put in place to protect 
them and their property. Source : Punch 

Stowaways Board Bulk Carrier at Lagos Anchorage 

Several unauthorized men managed to board the 2006-built bulk carrier Columbia River while the vessel was at a 
Lagos anchorage, Nigeria, on November 3. The owner of the vessel, Pacific Basin Shipping Limited, said that the bulker 
was boarded in the late evening hours and by morning, Nigerian naval authorities boarded the vessel and 
apprehended the 16 stowaways. 



 

Illustration; Image Courtesy: Pacific Basin 

According to Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), the crew of the Hong Kong-flagged vessel had 
originally thought that they were under attack by armed pirates but preliminary investigation show that the persons on 
board the vessel were only intruders who hid in the vessel to leave the shores of Nigeria. 

The stowaways, including 15 Nigerian and one Liberian national, are in custody and will be handed over to the 
Nigerian Immigration Service for further action. All of the crewmembers, as well as the 56,000 dwt ship, are safe, the 
company confirmed. The US-bound Colombia River continued its voyage following the incident and is currently 
under way in the Gulf of Guinea, according to data provided by VesselsValue. Source : World Maritime News 

OR THE OTHER VERSION! The small challenges that can face an editor! My money is on the above 
version at this stage as there is are no other reliable sources yet. 

Bulk carrier Columbia River attacked by pirates at Lagos outer anchorage 

The bulk carrier Columbia River was attacked by pirates at the Lagos outer anchorage in Nigeria. The vessel was 
approached by skiff with several armed men, who succeeded to board and took control. The crew sent distress signal 
and locked in the citadel. The local authorities and navy dispatched patrol boats and forces, trying to return control 
over the vessel. Fire shots were exchanged with the pirates, but according to recent information, the situation is 
ongoing.  

The pirates are locked on board the ship and keep their position during the whole day. The crew is safe and alive, 
without reporting injuries and stay in contact with the local authorities and navy. According to the preliminary 
information, the armed men were not simple pirates, but well trained militants. The Navy was not able to rush the 
vessel. The pirates were heavy equipped with enough arms to return to the fire. The authorities are following 
investigation for the root cause of the accident and belonging of the pirates.  

The bulk carrier Columbia River (IMO: 9331907) has overall length of 190.00 m, moulded beam of 32.00 m and 
maximum draft of 10.50 m. The deadweight of the ship is 56,013 DWT and the gross tonnage is 31,259 GRT. the 
vessel was built in 2006 by Mitsui Tamano Engineering and Shipbuilding in Japan. The bulk carrier Columbia River is 
operating under the flag of Hong Kong and managed by Pacific Basin Shipping. Source : maritimeherald 

NNS Unity arrives in Nigeria 
 

Nigeria’s latest naval acquisition, the NNS Unity, has arrived home 
after a two month long journey from China. The vessel arrived in Lagos 
on 4 November, having left China on 21 September, and was escorted 
into harbour by the two locally built Seaward Defence Boats NNS 
Andoni and NNS Karaduwa. NNS Unity made port calls in five African 
and Asian countries: Port Klang in Malaysia, Colombo in Sri Lanka, Port 
Louis in Mauritius, Simon’s Town in South Africa and Luanda in Angola. 

The Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral Ibok Ete-Ibas said that “Now that 
we have NNS Unity in Lagos, we expect the Navy to up its game. We 
expect the Navy to show more presence at sea. Being here will boost 
the capacity of the Navy to keep surveillance over our waters. Like you 
are aware, we have the incidence of piracy. The ship will be able to also 



curtail such threats. Furthermore we talk about illegal fishing in our waters, these are threats the new ship will be able 
to combat." 

Delivery of NNS Unity was delayed, with its arrival originally scheduled for the end of last year. NNS Unity was built 
in China but it is to have the majority of its outfitting done in Nigeria in order to develop the indigenous shipbuilding 
industry and alleviate unemployment. CSOC has been contracted to upgrade the Nigerian Naval Shipyard in Port 
Harcourt so that it can build vessels and maintain vessels up to 10 000 dwt. Upgrades to the dockyard include a new 
jetty, a new dry dock and other additions. Source : defenceWeb 

Islamist militants kill German sailor and abduct elderly husband 

The couple escaped Somali pirates after being held hostage for 58 days off the Gulf of Aden in 2008 

 

Jurgen Kantner and his wife Sabine Merz (R) pose for a photograph on May 05, 2009 in Berbera AFP/Stringer  

Islamist militants have killed a German sailor and abducted her elderly husband from a yacht in the southern 
Philippines, according to the military. The victims, who have not been formally identified, are believed to be Sabine 
Merz and 70-year-old Jurgen Kantner, the same couple who were abducted by Somali pirates and held hostage for 58 
days off the Gulf of Aden in 2008. A Commander from Abu Sayyaf, a group known for kidnapping foreigners and 
beheading them when ransom demands are not met, has claimed responsibility for the most recent incident.  

Military spokesman Filemon Tan said the military had found the couple’s yacht with the body of a naked woman 
aboard matching Ms Merz's description, who had been shot. In an audio recording heard by the military, the abducted 
man identified himself as Mr Kantner, and named his companion as Sabine. In a 2009 interview with news agency AFP, 
Mr Kantner said he would never stop sailing despite having been subjected to a mock execution during the pair's first 
kidnapping ordeal in 2008. "My boat is my life and I don't want to lose her, nothing more. I don't care about pirates 
and governments," he said from Berbera, the main port in Somaliland. 

The Philippine military released a photo on Monday of the Rockall yacht and said it had a German flag on it. Mr Tan 
confirmed the passports of both Ms Merz and Mr Kantner were found aboard and the photo in Ms Merz’s passport 
appeared to match the body of the woman found dead. Abu Sayyaf has defied more than a decade of US-backed 
military offensives to diminish its capacity to carry out lucrative kidnappings in the region.  

In 2014, the group abducted another German couple from a yacht in the southern Philippines. The pair were released 
six months later after receiving what they said was the full ransom demand of 250 million pesos ($5.1 million). Last 
week, the US government warned vigilance after it emerged Islamic militants were planning to kidnap foreigners in 
tourist hotspots of the central Philippines. Source : IOL News 

READER COMMENT 

Thanks for your ever-informative newsletter! And once again, you were spot on – the vessel that you saw yesterday is 
indeed a fast crew supplier FCS3307, the DAMEN GORINCHEM. She’s a stock vessel here at Damen Shipyards Cape 
Town, and we had her up on the NDS synchro lift for a hull clean in anticipation of client trials this week. The hull 
cleaning achieved the intended – we averaged 30 knots all the way back to Cape Town (1 hour 45 min Bullnose to 
Table Bay). Intended for the West African market in an anti-piracy role, where many of her sisters operate, DAMEN 
GORINCHEM has additional armoured shelters from small arms fire forward and aft as well as armoured plating 
around the wheelhouse. More details at http://products.damen.com/en/ranges/fast-crew-supplier/fcs-3307-security.  

AGS 


