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U.S. Helps Ukraine to Rebuild its Navy 

 

The frigate Hetman Sahaydachnyy  (USN file photo) 

Ukraine is refitting and expanding its naval fleet, including repairing its flagship, the frigate Hetman 
Sahaydachnyy, to counter a Russian military build-up in the annexed territory of Crimea, the commander of the 
Ukrainian navy says. The upgrade will be helped by $30 million worth of U.S. aid, part of a $500 million package from 
Washington for the Ukrainian military which Kiev expects to receive next year.  

"Step by step we will rebuild our fleet from the beginning," Vice Admiral Ihor Voronchenko told Reuters in an 
interview. "Our capacities in terms of quality will be better that the ones which remained in Crimea." Ukraine lost two-
thirds of its fleet, which had been mostly based in Sevastopol, when Russia seized Crimea from Kiev in 2014. Since 
then it has fought Russian-backed separatists in the Donbass region in a war that has killed nearly 10,000 people. 

Before the Russian annexation, Moscow leased facilities from the Ukrainian state to house its Black Sea Fleet, which 
has been based in Crimea for more than two centuries. Those facilities, mainly around Sevastopol, are now being 
expanded. Russia has started a program to militarize Crimea, including resurrecting Soviet-built facilities, building new 
bases and stationing soldiers there, according to a Reuters Special Report. 

When Russia seized Crimea, Ukraine stopped the Hetman Sahaydachnyy, the landing ship Yuriy Olifirenko, the 
missile boat Pryluky and some gunboats from falling into Russian hands. "We just started repairing works at our 
flagship," Voronchenko said. Two new gunboats are almost ready for service "and I am sure we will receive four more 
boats in July next year," he said. The navy also plans to have a new corvette warship and a new missile boat by 2020. 

Other measures by Ukraine to beef up its defense include raising the level of training for navy personnel and creating 
new units of coastal defense troops. Part of the training is being carried out in NATO member countries Italy, France 
and Britain. Voronchenko said Russia was planning to turn Crimea into a "military base", installing three submarine 
boats, new frigates and more airborne facilities. He also said that Russian ships were experiencing technical problems. 

"We have information, we conduct surveillance. I cannot tell you everything," he said. "But we can counter-attack all 
their hostile intentions. They also have problems in resources." Sergei Zgurets, Director for the Defense Express 
consultancy, said Ukraine's naval capacity was low and its airforce and artillery were still therefore the main defense 
against an attack from the sea. 

"So we will fight against the enemy's navy forces using land and air forces," Zgurets said. Voronchenko will meet the 
navy chief of Romania, a European Union and NATO member, on November 23 to discuss possible joint actions in the 
Black Sea in case of Russian aggression. Relations between Ukraine and Russia deteriorated after Kremlin-backed 
President Viktor Yanukovich was ousted by street protests in February 2014, which lit the fuse for the annexation of 
Crimea and the outbreak of separatist fighting elsewhere. Source : Reuters/MAREX 

First Unmanned and Fully-Automated Offshore Vessel Planned for 2018 

The UK’s Automated Ships Ltd and Norway’s Kongsberg Maritime have teamed up to build what they claim will be the 
world’s first unmanned and fully-automated vessel for offshore operations. Kongsberg announced Tuesday that the 
two companies have signed a Memorandum of Understanding for the offshore vessel, dubbed Hrönn, which will be 
designed and built in Norway beginning in January 2017. 



 

An artist illustration of the unmanned and automated offshore vessel Hrönn. Image: Kongsberg 

Testing of the new vessel will take place in Norway’s newly designated autonomous ship test area in the Trondheim 
fjord under the auspices of international classification society DNV GL and the Norwegian Maritime Authority (NMA). If 
all goes according to plan, the Hrönn could enter service as the world’s first full-size unmanned ship as early as 2018.  

“Currently, only small unmanned boats are being utilised for near shore operations but there are no technical 
limitations to constructing large, unmanned and automated systems,” Kongsberg said in a press release. “The only 
impediments are regulatory, but with the participation of DNV GL and the NMA, and Norwegian and UK companies and 
institutions, it will be possible to rapidly and at low-cost be the first to market with a full-size unmanned ship.” 
Kongsberg describes the Hrönn as a light-duty, offshore utility ship designed to service the offshore energy, 
scientific/hydrographic and offshore fish-farming industries. 

“Its intended uses include but are not limited to: Survey, ROV (Remotely Operated Vehicle) and AUV (Autonomous 
Underwater Vehicle) Launch & Recovery, light intermodal cargo delivery and delivery to offshore installations, and 
open-water fish farm support. The vessel can also be utilised as a standby vessel, able to provide firefighting support 
to an offshore platform working in cooperation with manned vessels.  

Automated Ships Ltd is currently in discussion with several end-users that will act as early-adopters and to establish a 
base-rate for operations and secure contracts for Hrönn offshore, in the near future,” the press release said. Hrönn is 
planned to initially operate and function primarily as a remotely piloted ship, in “Man-in-the-Loop Control” mode, but 
eventually will transition to fully automated and autonomous operations as control algorithms are developed 
“concurrently during remotely piloted operations.” 

The vessel will be constructed by Fjellstrand AS, a Norwegian shipyard with a history of building state-of-the-art 
aluminium fast ferries as well as a number of steel offshore vessels and aluminium workboats. Fjellstrand also known 
for building the world’s first battery driven, all-electric car ferry, ‘Ampere’, which entered service in 2015. Source : 
gCaptain 

U.S. Navy's first drone squadron stands up 
 

The U.S. Navy's first drone squadron was stood up Friday at Naval 
Air Station Jacksonville, Fla. The new unit will be known as 
Unmanned Patrol Squadron 19 and is comprised of Northrop 
Grumman-built MQ-4C Triton drones. 

The squadron will be co-located with manned P-8A Poseidon 
squadrons and will fall under Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 11, 
the U.S. Naval Institute reported last week. Its first deployment to 
U.S. 7th Fleet is slated for 2018, the institute reported. 

While the squadron does not yet have any air vehicles, they are 
slated to arrive late next year. Until then, squadron members are 
rotating through Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland to 
train with the test pilots who are stationed there. A Triton trainer 
will arrive in Jacksonville in January for training. 

The new squadron's crews will also collaborate with P-8 pilots to develop tactics, techniques and procedures, the naval 
institute reports. Unmanned Patrol Squadron 19 commanding officer, Cmdr. Benjamin Stinespring, called the standing 

 
 
 



up of the squadron "historic," WOKV reported. "(Unmanned aircraft) is the way of the future and the Triton is the 
epitome of that," Stinespring was quoted as saying. 

Malaysia PM signs defence deal in tilt toward China 
 

Malaysia and China signed a defence deal and pledged closer 
cooperation in the South China Sea Tuesday, signaling a potential 
strategic shift by Premier Najib Razak as his ties with the United 
States fray over a corruption scandal. Najib's week-long trip marks 
another potential setback for Washington's "pivot" toward Asia, two 
weeks after President Rodrigo Duterte of longtime US ally the 
Philippines visited China with olive branch in hand. 

Meeting at Beijing's Great Hall of the People, Najib and his Chinese 
counterpart Li Keqiang witnessed the signing of nine agreements 
spanning defence, business and other spheres. "I believe this visit 
will bring our bilateral ties to a new high... a historic high," Najib 
said prior to meeting with Li. 

Asked for details of the defence arrangement, Chinese vice foreign 
minister Liu Zhenmin said that the two countries were "focusing on 
naval cooperation," adding that the deal "marks a big event in our 
bilateral ties." China and Malaysia have an outstanding territorial 
dispute in the South China Sea, which is claimed almost in its entirety by Beijing. 

Parts of the vast maritime region are also claimed by the Philippines and Vietnam, among others, who have found 
themselves caught in an increasingly tense dispute between the US and China over Beijing's construction of military-
capable artificial islands in the region. "China and Malaysia are littoral states of the South China Sea so we need to 
enhance our cooperation to ensure peace and stability in the South China Sea and enhance our mutual trust," Liu said. 

Last month in Beijing, Duterte stunned observers by announcing his country's "separation" from longstanding partner 
the United States. Though he subsequently backed off, saying their alliance remained intact, the episode underlined 
China's increasing diplomatic and economic gravitational pull at the expense of the United States. Najib's visit provides 
fresh evidence, said Southeast Asia politics analyst Bridget Welsh. 

"This is the new regional norm. Now China is implementing the power and the US is in retreat," she said, adding 
Washington's Asia "pivot" was "dead in the water". Taking office in 2009, Najib reached out to Washington, and 
relations warmed following decades of periodic distrust. But he has increasingly leaned toward China as it became 
Malaysia's biggest trading partner, and especially after the eruption last year of a massive corruption scandal 
implicating Najib and a state investment fund he founded. 

Billions are alleged to have been siphoned from the fund, 1MDB, in a stunning international campaign of 
embezzlement and money-laundering that has sparked investigations in several countries. Najib's ties with Washington 
became strained when the US Justice Department moved in July to seize more than $1 billion in assets it says were 
purchased by Najib relatives and associates using stolen 1MDB money. 

Justice Department filings said a "Malaysian Official 1" took part in the looting. Malaysia has since admitted that official 
was Najib. Najib and 1MDB deny wrongdoing and have railed at foreign forces they say concocted the scandal. 1MDB 
launched a fire sale of assets to stay solvent, and China's biggest nuclear energy producer China General Nuclear 
Power Corporation came to the rescue last year, purchasing its power assets for $2.3 billion. Depressed oil prices have 
slashed government revenue in energy-exporting Malaysia, which also faces rising public-sector debt. 

"This trip reflects not only Malaysia's geostrategic re-alignment to China as the 'regional banker' but also the reality 
that Najib is desperate for alternative financial sources," Welsh said. China has increasingly won major infrastructure 
and other projects in Malaysia. Among the agreements was one to build a new rail line on Malaysia's east coast. Later 
this week Najib will meet President Xi Jinping, as well as Jack Ma, founder of e-commerce giant Alibaba. Source : 
Space War 

IMB: Kidnappings Persists Despite Drop in Piracy 

Kidnapping and hostage-taking persists off the coasts of West Africa and South East Asia, despite a 20-year low in 
piracy on the world’s seas, according data provided by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) International 

 



Maritime Bureau (IMB). IMB’s latest global piracy report shows that pirates armed with guns or knives took 110 
seafarers hostage in the first nine months of 2016, and kidnapped 49 crew for ransom. 

Nigeria, a growing hotspot for violent piracy and armed robbery, accounts for 26% of all captures, followed by 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Guinea and Ivory Coast. But with just 42 attacks worldwide this quarter, maritime piracy is at its 
lowest since 1996. IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre (IMB PRC) has recorded 141 incidents so far this year, a 25% drop 
from the same period in 2015. A total of 111 vessels were boarded, five were hijacked, 10 were fired at, and a further 
15 attacks were thwarted. 

 

“We are encouraged by the efforts of national and international authorities – and the shipping industry – to keep 
piracy down. But clearly the threat to crew being taken hostage remains, and it is therefore necessary for shipmasters 
and response agencies to remain vigilant,” said Pottengal Mukundan, Director of IMB. 

The IMB report shows one factor in reducing global numbers is a huge drop in low-level incidents off Indonesia. 
Though Indonesia still accounts for 34 of the 110 seafarers taken hostage this year, the total number of attacks has 
plummeted, mostly due to patrols conducted by the Indonesian Marine Police. 

IMB recorded 33 attacks off Indonesia in the first nine months of 2016, down from 86 for the corresponding period in 
2015. Vietnam has reported similar improvements, with six incidents so far in 2016 – four of them in Vung Tau – 
compared with 19 during the same period last year. 

However, more vessels of all types are being targeted by armed groups along Nigeria’s rivers, anchorages and ports, 
and up to 118 nautical miles from the coast. Though many attacks are believed to go unrecorded, IMB received 
reports of 31 incidents in the first nine months of 2016, up from 12 in the same period last year. 13 people have been 
taken hostage onboard in Nigeria attacks, while 29 were kidnapped for ransom. 

 

Worldwide over the past nine months, five crewmembers were assaulted, six were injured, and five threatened. As for 
Somalia, zero incidents were recorded this quarter and just one attempted attack was recorded in the Gulf of Aden in 
the first nine months of 2016. But the situation ashore in Somalia, from where the pirate vessels set off, remains 
fragile. Source : World Maritime News 



Actual piracy versus world perceptions seems remarkably light and the amount of violence is probably 
less than that which is experienced in most small towns in SA!  

MSC Sinfonia Kicks Off South African Cruise Season 
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The South African 2016/17 cruise season began on November 1, 2016, with the arrival of the first international cruise 
liner, MSC Sinfonia, at the Port of Durban. Carrying around 2,600 European and South African passengers, the vessel 
owned by Geneva-based MSC Cruises arrived at the South African port from Italy’s Venice. “MSC Cruises is one of 14 
cruise line operators serving South Africa this season, while MSC Sinfonia is among at least 20 international cruise 
liners that will call at six of South Africa’s eight commercial ports during this season,” Moshe Motlohi, Transnet National 
Ports Authority’s (TNPA) Port Manager, said. 

The Port of Durban is expected to welcome seven of these cruise vessels. According to Motlohi, the Durban cruise 
market had grown from 81,800 passengers ten years ago to nearly 145,000 passengers last season. “TNPA’s position 
in terms of its cruise strategy is to offer new and modern cruise terminals that will provide an ideal gateway to a 
unique South African experience,” Motlohi further said, adding that investments have been made to boost the sector, 
including development of a new passenger terminal in the Port of Durban and upgrades at the Port of Cape Town’s 
existing passenger terminal. 

MSC Cruises Marketing Director, Alan Foggitt, said the cruise company would be replacing MSC Sinfonia in the 
2018/19 season with the larger MSC Musica. Boasting 980 cabins and newly refurbished facilities, the slightly longer 
MSC Sinfonia has been accommodated at the Point and Leisure Precinct’s longer M-berth since last season after the 
recent EUR multi-million revamp which increased its length by 24 meters. 

Vessels other than MSC Sinfonia continue to use the port’s N-Shed, which was upgraded ahead of the 2015/16 cruise 
season in a joint exercise between TNPA and MSC Cruises. Furthermore, the Port of Durban is set to announce the 
preferred bidder for development of a new passenger terminal in the port by the end of April 2017. Source : World 
Maritime News 

To put the numbers in some perspective, Sweden’s Ports of Stockholm welcomed 230 cruise ships 
carrying around 490,000 passengers during the April – October – their summer season. 

READER COMMENT 

1. Watch this space (eastern Mediterranean) prior to USA Presidential election! 

2. Why is it that politicians and Flag Officers believe they always know better than the ‘electorate’ what they 
want? Change the structures if it is going to improve effectiveness – don’t change the names! Not all Flag Officers sir. 
Normally only those currying favour. 

3. A touch of salt with the report on the RN tracking a covert submarine in transit - the last report turned out to 
be one transiting on the surface on innocent passage - unless they have a barrier patrol in place, came across it by 
chance or simply predicted its position after tracking it on passage before entering the area (in which case it is not 
attempting to hide itself), I doubt the RN would locate a "covert" submarine if its life depended on it as it simply lacks 
the resources. 

Very valid comment indeed. 



TAILPIECE 

Unemployed Chinese man becomes unlikely sensation building submarines 
in his basement... for $31,000 a piece 

 

While James Cameron was travelling to deepest part of the ocean in a multimillion dollar custom built submarine, in 
China a very different type of undersea vehicle was taking shape. Zhang Wuyi, 37, from Hanyang in central China's 
Hubei province has begun building DIY mini submarines. Pictures and video of his strange low tech DIY creation have 
now become an internet hit. The textile factory worker began making his first sub after being made redundant. He 
now hopes his submarine business will take off. 

The submarines are built in Zhang’s makeshift workshop in a disused building, and he told a Chinese newspaper he 
already has three orders for the subs, which cost around $31,000 to make. The mini submarine has enough room for 
two people and it can dive up to 30 meters, travelling at 20 km/h for 10 hours. It has oxygen tanks, video cameras 
and wrought iron walls. Each one takes a month to build, and Zhang now employs ten people. 

He describes his design as ‘small and simple,' and hopes local fisherman will buy them. His first customer was sea 
cucumber farmer Cong Zhijie, a fisherman in Dalian. 'I was brave enough to be the first user of his submersible, but 
that machine helped me to catch up to 50 kilograms of sea cucumbers in 40 minutes,' said Mr Zhijie. The factory is 
now building its second submarine. Source :  Daily Mail Reporter 
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