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NNS Unity (F92) arriving in Simon’s Town on Sunday morning at 0930. She is passaging home from China and will be 

here only for a few days as the visit is primarily for supplies and a short break. Photo : Louis Vosloo 

PLA naval taskforce sets sail for New Zealand, US, Canada 

 

A PLA naval taskforce comprised of the guided-missile frigates Yancheng (Hull Number 546) and Daqing (Hull 
Number 546) and comprehensive supply ship Taihu (Hull Number 546) set sail from Qingdao on October 18 to New 

Zealand, the US and Canada for exercises and visits. The taskforce will split en route to the Port of Auckland, New 

Zealand. The Yancheng frigate will continue sailing to waters off Auckland for the ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting 
(ADMM) -Plus Maritime Security Exercise, in which vessels from over 10 countries will participate.  

It will later join in the International Naval Review to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Royal New 
Zealand Navy. After those activities, the taskforce will rendezvous again and visit the Port of San Diego in the US, and 

Port of Victoria in Canada. During the visit to the US, the two countries will hold joint exercises on such subjects as 

fleet communication and manoeuvre in sea areas near San Diego in accordance with the Rules of Behaviour for Safety 
of Air and Maritime Encounters.  

The exercises and visits will contribute to deepening the military exchanges with the ASEAN, New Zealand, the US and 
Canada, and they are of great importance to improving the PLA Navy's capability of implementing diverse tasks, 

according to Huang Xinjian, commanding officer of the Chinese naval taskforce and deputy commander of the North 
China Sea Fleet of the PLA Navy. Source : english.chinamil 

 



An interesting article. Most readers will think that 546 is a very lucky number in China as all three 
vessels appear to have the same pennant number! In reality, only Yancheng has that number as Daquing 
is 574 and Taihu is 889.  What is also interesting is that China recently berated NZ over its South China 
Seas policy but is now sending a ship to the RNZN 75th anniversary. Wonder where the other two will be 
while she is there. The RN will only be sending a ‘Senior Officer’ and Band - they are so stretched they 
cannot cover the Pacific.  

Growler squadron CO sacked for poor performance 

Poor job performance cost the skipper of an EA-18G Growler squadron his job on Wednesday. Cmdr. Aaron Tabor was 

removed from his job commanding Electronic Attack Squadron 138 by Capt. Scott Farr, the leader of Electronic 
Attack Wing Pacific, relieving Tabor after a loss of confidence in his abilities. “The standards of professional 

performance for our commanding officers is high and when a CO fails to meet those standards, they are removed from 

command,” said Cmdr. Jeanette Groeneveld, spokeswoman for the Naval Air Forces.  

Tabor had been with the Whidbey Island, Washington-based VAQ-138 Yellow Jackets starting as executive officer 

in October 2014 and then assumed command in December 2015. Sources familiar with the relief say there was no 
misconduct involved and that Tabor faces no further disciplinary or administrative action. He has been reassigned to 

Electronic Attack Wing Pacific. Tabor could not be immediately reached for comment Wednesday. Cmdr. Chase Dale 

has assumed command of VAQ-138. Dale recently completed a successful command of VAQ-140 and will remain in 
command until next spring when Cmdr. Todd Ladwig, the command’s current executive officer is slated to fleet up as 

CO.  

A native of Windham, Maine, Tabor received his commission through Reserve Officer Training Corps at the University 

of Maine and was commissioned in 1998. He earned his designation as a naval flight officer in April 2000, according to 
his biography. Tabor has over 1,800 flight hours in both the EA-6B Prowler and the EA-18G Growler, including 94 

combat missions. His awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Strike/Flight Air Medal — 2 awards, Three 

Navy Commendation Medals the Air Force Aerial Achievement Medal, the two Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medals. 
Source : navytimes 

They cut NO slack in the USN! 

Review: Improved maintenance makes Australian Collins-class 
submarines more effective 

 

A 1997-photo of HMAS Collins arriving in Freemantle Harbour. Photo: Australian Department of Defence 

Improved strategies in the sustainment of Royal Australian Navy Collins-class submarines have allowed the Australian 
Navy to have two submarines available for operations 90% of the time, an independent review has shown. The follow-

up review on the progress made in addressing the findings of the original 2012 Coles Review identified an 

improvement to the availability and reliability of the submarines which means that they can spend more days at sea 
conducting exercises and operations. 

  



Minister for Defence Senator the Hon Marise Payne said the follow-up review, Beyond Benchmark, completed by Mr 

John Coles found a remarkable improvement in the capability to successfully manage the sustainment of the Collins 
Class submarines. “The review considered current Collins Class sustainment performance, plans for sustaining Collins 

performance during transition to the Future Submarine, and opportunities for improving Collins beyond international 
benchmarks,” Minister Payne said. 

Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne said Beyond Benchmark also provides a number of 
observations and additional recommendations for sustaining and improving performance into the future. “This report 

reiterates that we have the capability and skills to deliver large complex defence projects – a skills base that needs to 

be nurtured, expanded and then exported to the world.” “Defence intends to adopt a tailored set of these observations 
and recommendations to assure the performance of the Collins Class submarine capability into the future,” he said. 

“ASC’s turnaround in performance in relation to submarine sustainment demonstrates the significant progress this 
business has made in both experience and capability. The Government’s decision earlier this month to create a 

separate submarine sustainment business will ensure that these enhanced skills and expertise will continue to be 

deployed in the best possible way to support future submarine sustainment,” Minister for Finance, Senator the Hon 
Mathias Cormann said. Source : Naval Today 

By coincidence I also commented on this improvement last week! 

India Not Concerned About China-Pak Submarine Deal 

China has officially admitted that it will supply eight attack submarines to Pakistan. Currently, Pakistan operates five 

French-made submarines while India operates 14. New Delhi (Sputnik) — Vice Admiral GS Pabby, the Indian Navy's 
Chief Controller of Warship Production and Acquisition, says, “We are not concerned about such a deal. We are only 

concerned about our submarine program, which is running behind schedule. As far as China’s decision to sell eight 
submarines to Pakistan is concerned, the Indian Navy is far ahead of Pakistan and much more capable in terms of 

strength.”  

Last week, China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation confirmed a project to export 8 attack submarines to Pakistan. 
Many reports state that the size of the deal could be between USD 4 billion and 5 billion. Under the deal, four 

submarines will be made at Pakistan’s shipyard and the remaining four will be built in China. China will supply four 
submarines by 2023. Currently, Pakistan operates five French-built Agosta submarines, while arch-rival India has 14 

submarines including one Russian-made Akula-class sub and 9 kilo-class submarines. Pakistan has a total coast line of 

approximately 685 miles while India has to protect a coast that stretches 4,670 miles.  

Meanwhile, India has commissioned the first Indian-produced nuclear submarine, Arihant, to be built in August this 

year. "There will soon be an opportunity to talk about the Arihant," Pabby said. There is another submarine to be 
inducted in the Navy very soon. Sea trials of first of the six Scorpene submarines began in May and it's expected to 

join the Navy at any time this year. Source : sputniknews  

Future USS Peralta back at BIW after heading to sea 

 

The future USS Peralta is back at Bath Iron Works after its initial two-day excursion for builder trials. The guided-
missile destroyer departed from the shipyard on Monday and spent one night at sea before returning to Bath on 

Tuesday. The Peralta is the first of the Arleigh Burke-class destroyers to be built at Bath Iron Works since the Navy 

ended the program, and then restarted it in 2010.  



The Peralta is the 65th destroyer in the class. It’ll incorporate upgraded radar and missiles for ballistic missile 

defense. More sea trials are anticipated before the warship is delivered to the Navy and commissioned into service. 
Source : there public 

INS Arihant, First Indigenously Constructed Nuclear Submarine, 
Reportedly Inducted 

India's first indigenously built nuclear submarine INS Arihant will begin its operations soon after extensive sea trials 

since 2014, local media reports said late Monday. INS Arihant was reportedly commissioned into service by Navy 
Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba in August. With this, India has completed its nuclear triad, making it capable of launching 

nuclear missiles from land, air and sea. The 6,000-tonne vessel is the first of three such SSBNs (nuclear-powered 

submarines with long-range nuclear ballistic missiles) being constructed under the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) 
project at the Ship Building Centre in the port city of Visakhapatnam.  

The country is also constructing a second one, INS Aridhaman, and is scheduled to be delivered by 2018.The 
submarine will be powered by an 83- megawatt pressurized light-water reactor with enriched uranium fuel. According 

to reports, the submarine is "not yet fully ready" to be deployed for "deterrent patrols" with nuclear-tipped ballistic 

missiles. The INS Arihant will be armed with the recently tested K-15 Sagarika missiles with a range of 466 miles. 
Later, longer-range K-4 missiles — with a 2,200-mile range — developed by the Defence Research and Development 

Organization, will be part of the submarine. 

The completion of the INS Arihant is critical for a country like India, which has a declared policy of "no first-use" of 

nuclear weapons. For several months, India has been concerned over the growing presence of Chinese nuclear 

submarines in the Indian Ocean. In May, India and the United States agreed to lend support to each other as China 
stepped up its undersea activities. Source : ibtimes 

US Navy commissions newest Freedom-variant LCS USS Detroit 

 

Sailors assigned to USS Detroit (LCS 7) man their ship and bring her to life during the commissioning ceremony on 
the Detroit River on 22 Oct. 22. Photo: Lockheed Martin. 

Freedom-variant littoral combat ship, Detroit (LCS 7), became the newest LCS to join the U.S. Navy fleet during an 

October 22 ceremony in Detroit. USS Detroit, the fourth Freedom-variant in the LCS class, completed acceptance trials 
in July and was delivered to the U.S. Navy on August 12. It joins three other Freedom-variant ships in the fleet: USS 

Freedom (LCS 1), USS Fort Worth (LCS 3) and USS Milwaukee (LCS 5). LCS 7 is the sixth U.S. Navy ship to be 
named in honor of city of Detroit. 

The first USS Detroit was a British sloop of war captured by the U.S. Navy during the War of 1812. The screw sloop 

of war Canandaigua was renamed Detroit for a brief time in 1869, but returned to her original name that year. A 
turn of the century cruiser served for nearly 15 years. In 1923, another cruiser was commissioned and served 

throughout World War II, earning six battle stars. The most recent ship named Detroit was a fast combat support 
ship that served from 1969 to 2005. 

The LCS class consists of two variants, the Freedom variant and the Independence variant, designed and built by two 

industry teams. The Freedom variant team is led by Lockheed Martin (for the odd-numbered hulls, e.g. LCS 1). The 



Independence variant team is led by Austal USA (for LCS 6 and the subsequent even-numbered hulls). According to 

Lockheed Martin, Freedom-variant ships have collectively sailed over 225,000 nautical miles and completed two 
overseas deployments. Source : Naval Today 

Frigates Exported to India Combine Russian Engines and BrahMos Missiles 

 

Gas turbine engines for the new series of Project 11356 frigates designed for export to India will be manufactured by 

NPO Saturn. The antiship missiles will be supplied by BrahMos Aerospace. "The ships, at least those to be built by the 
Kaliningrad-based shipyard Yantar, will be powered by gas turbine engines made by NPO Saturn", reports FlotProm 

reporting to an insider in the shipyard. Thus, Russia will supply India with fully completed frigates. In addition, the 

ships will be armed with the BrahMos antiship missiles jointly designed by Russian and Indian companies. "These 
missiles are already mounted on the three Project 11356 frigates and Talwar-class ships”, said Praveen Pathak, 

manager of BrahMos Aerospace.  

“The ships being built under the signed agreement will be equipped with these Russian-Indian missiles as well”, he 

added. The intergovernmental contract implying technical assistance to the Indian party in setting production of 

Project 11356 frigates was signed on October 15 at the BRICS summit held in Goa, India. As was agreed, two ships 
will be built in Russia at the Yantar shipyard, and other two – in India. Apart of three mentioned Project 11356 ships, 

Indian Navy operates six Talwar-class frigates designed by the Severnoye Design Bureau and built at the Baltiysky 
Zavod and Yantar shipyards. Construction expertise of Talwars was the basis for designing of Russian Project 11356 

frigates. Source : miltoday 

Another interesting article as this was reported last week with intimation that those built in India may 
get Ukrainian gas turbines. It now seems that NPO Saturn, which normally builds turbines for aircraft, is 
now designing a marine version as Ukraine will not supply Ziorya GTs to Russia after the ‘invasion’. 
These engines will not be available until about 2020. Hope they solve the smoke problem.  

Japan, UK, US Navy chiefs sign maritime cooperation treaty 

UK’s Royal Navy is likely to join Japan and U.S. in their South China Sea patrols following a trilateral agreement which 
the three sides signed in the Pentagon on 20 October. The three chiefs of navy agreed to deeper cooperation in 

exercises and an increase in combined patrols. Specific activities would be worked out in follow-on discussions, it was 
said. 

The chiefs met for the first time for such an event to address an “increase in maritime traffic worldwide and current 

events”. The result of a half-day session was the signing of an agreement affirming their commitment to increased 
collaboration and cooperation. “As Chiefs of three highly capable and like-minded Services, we share a common vision 

of enhancing the operational effectiveness of our maritime forces through increased cooperation.  

“Based on shared national interests and a collective assessment of the future security environment, we recognize this 

opportunity to strengthen maritime contributions for achieving mutually desired strategic effects,” part of the 
statement read. The U.S., Japan and U.K. navies have regularly operated together off East Africa, around Europe and 

in the Western Pacific. This is now likely to be broadened to include Asian waters. Japanese Defense Minister Tomomi 

Inada already said in September this year that Japan would increase its South China Sea activities through joint patrols 
with the U.S. Navy. Source : Naval Today 



Somali Pirates Free 26 Fishermen 

Somali pirates have freed 26 Asian sailors held captive in a small fishing village for more than four years since their 
ship was hijacked in the Indian Ocean, government officials and a maritime expert said on Saturday. The sailors from 

China, the Philippines, Cambodia, Indonesia, Vietnam and Taiwan were seized when the Omani-flagged FV Naham 3 
was hijacked close to the Seychelles in March 2012, when pirate attacks were common in the area. 

"The crew is staying overnight in Galkayo. They will arrive in Nairobi at 1830 local time tomorrow," said John Steed, 

East Africa region manager for the Oceans Beyond Piracy group. The mayor of Galkayo in northern Somalia had earlier 
said the crew was set to arrive in Kenya on Saturday afternoon. "The crew did not say if ransom was paid," mayor 

Hirsi Yusuf Barre told Reuters. 

Their period of captivity is one of the longest among hostages seized by pirates in the anarchic Horn of Africa nation. 

Steed said one member of the crew had died during the hijacking while two succumbed to illness. Among those 

released, one was being treated for a gunshot wound on his foot and three were diabetic. The sailors were held in 
Dabagala near the town of Harardheere some 400 km (250 miles) northeast of the capital Mogadishu. Harardheere 

became known as Somalia's main pirate base at the height of the crisis. 

The Oceans Beyond Piracy group said the crew were brought ashore by pirates when their ship sank more than a year 

after its hijacking. Piracy off Somalia's coast has subsided in the past three years, mainly due to shipping firms hiring 

private security details and the presence of international warships. The wave of attacks had cost the world's shipping 
industry billions of dollars as pirates paralyzed shipping lanes, kidnapped hundreds of seafarers and seized vessels 

more than 1,000 miles from Somalia's coastline. Source : The Maritime Executive 

READER COMMENT 

Re the article "The myth of the submarine “arms race” in Southeast Asia", to me the term arms race does not 
(just) apply to nation states constantly striving to have larger more powerful military forces than their neighbours and 
perceived competitors. It has a more technological meaning. For example submarines constantly have to dive deeper 
and become quieter as the opposition (which might be the same nation's navy) improves its submarine detection 
capability and anti-submarine weapons. Such "races" are run at a faster pace in the build up to and during a war. 
Eventually either a state of (temporary) equilibrium is reached, when further improvements by either side become too 
costly or technologically impossible, or one of the weapon systems involved becomes obsolete (which is usually 
recognised several years after it actually occurs). 

Richard Dawkins, the renowned evolutionary biologist, uses the term arms race to describe what happens in 
nature, over millions of years, of course, in the relationship between predator and prey. For example, gazelles run 
faster to get away from lions, lions develop more sophisticated hunting techniques and so on. At a particular moment 
in time we perceive a state of equilibrium - enough gazelles survive to maintain their population, but enough are 
caught to feed and maintain the population of lions. If this equilibrium is disturbed by further evolution (= 
technological development) one or other species may become extinct (= obsolete). 

What fun! 

This does make one think but then the media need such descriptions to dramatise, I suspect. 

AGS 


