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Russian Fleet Mobilizes for Syria 
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Russian warships off the coast of Norway are carrying fighter bombers that are likely to reinforce a final assault on the 
besieged Syrian city of Aleppo in two weeks, a senior NATO diplomat said on Wednesday, citing Western intelligence. 
The fleet passed by the Norwegian city of Bergen on Wednesday, the diplomat said, while Russian media has said it 
will move through the English Channel, past Gibraltar and into the Mediterranean Sea to the Syrian coast. 

"They are deploying all of the Northern fleet and much of the Baltic fleet in the largest surface deployment since the 
end of the Cold War," the diplomat said on condition of anonymity. "This is not a friendly port call. In two weeks, we 
will see a crescendo of air attacks on Aleppo as part of Russia's strategy to declare victory there," the diplomat said. 

Photos of the vessels have been released by the Norwegian military, taken on Monday. A Norwegian newspaper 
quoted the head of the Norwegian military intelligence service saying the ships involved "will probably play a role in 
the deciding battle for Aleppo". 

Russia, which supports Syrian President Bashar al-Assad with an air campaign against the Western rebels in the 
devastated eastern part of Aleppo, has said the deployment will target Islamic State militants in Syria. But the NATO 
diplomat said the additional military firepower was designed to drive out or destroy the 8,000 rebels in Aleppo, the 
only large city still in opposition hands, and allow Russian President Vladimir Putin to start a withdrawal. 

An intensified air campaign in eastern Aleppo, where 275,000 people are trapped, would further worsen ties between 
Moscow and the West, which says the Kremlin may be responsible for war crimes. NATO officials also say that 
strategically, Russia's air strikes are securing its interests by protecting Assad and Russia's Syrian port in Tartous, 
which boosts its access to the Black Sea that it controls after taking the Crimean peninsula. 

"With this assault, it should be enough to allow a Russian exit strategy if Moscow believes Assad is now stable enough 
to survive," the diplomat said. The fleet off Norway includes Russia's only aircraft carrier, the Admiral Kuznetsov, 
which is carrying jet fighters, and the Soviet-era nuclear-powered battle cruiser Pyotr Velikiy, or Peter the Great. 
Other Russian vessels in the group include the anti-submarine warships of the Severomorsk and Vice-Admiral 
Kulakov and support ships, Russian media has reported. Source : Reuters 

US general suspects Iran role in Houthi attacks on US ships 
 

Iran may have played a role in recent Houthi missile attacks against US warships in the Red Sea, a top US general said 
Wednesday. Iranian-backed Houthi rebels are believed to be behind a series of incidents this month that saw surface-
to-surface missiles fired at the USS Mason on at least two occasions. In response, US cruise missiles on October 13 
struck Houthi radar sites believed to have been used to target the weapons. "I do think Iran is playing a role in some 
of this. They have a relationship with the Houthis, so I do suspect there is a role in there," General Joseph Votel told a 
Washington think tank. 



Votel heads the US military's Central Command, which oversees operations across the Middle East. His statement was 
the most forward-leaning so far of a US official in describing Iranian involvement in the missile attacks. The Houthi 
missiles either fell short of their targets or were thwarted by US anti-missile defenses. The Pentagon has described two 
attacks so far on the Mason or other US warships. Officials are still analyzing a third possible attack on Saturday to see 
whether additional missiles were fired. 

We "are trying to ... understand this as much as we can, so we can properly attribute what is happening, and 
understand how these attacks are taking place," Votel told the Center for American Progress. "And more importantly, 
how the decisions are being made to launch these attacks, so we can take action against that." The Pentagon has not 
disclosed the type of missiles the Houthis used, but Votel noted that "some of the technology that we've seen there 
are things that are associated with" Iran. 

But "it's not totally exclusive to them. Certainly there are others that have shore-based missiles and may be moving 
that in there," he added. Yemen's conflict has killed more than 6,800 people, wounded more than 35,000 and 
displaced at least three million since the coalition launched military operations, according to the United Nations. The 
United States has supported a Saudi-led coalition that is bombing the Houthis. Source : Space War 

Navy selects radar for unmanned MQ-8C Fire Scout 
 

The U.S. Navy has ordered Leonardo-Finmeccanica's Osprey AESA 
radar for its newly-upgraded MQ-8C Fire Scout unmanned 
helicopter. Under a contract issued by the Naval Air Systems 
Command, the company is to deliver five of the units for testing 
and evaluation. 

The contract contains an option to buy a larger quantity of the 
radars for use in real operations. According to Leonardo-
Finmeccanica, its primary task under this contract is integration 
with the MQ-8C Fire Scout in time for first production deliveries. 

The Osprey radar uses electronic beam technology to scan from 
high in the sky to detect threats beyond the range of standard ship-
based sensors in all environmental conditions, when visibility is 
extremely poor.  

It features flat-panel technology for installation within the mould 
line of the helicopter rather than having to use an underslung belly-
pod. The MQ-8C Fire Scout autonomous unmanned helicopter is to 
be integrated with U.S. Navy littoral combat ships. Leonardo-Finmeccanica said the U.S. Navy is to be provided with 
the two-panel version of the Osprey radar, which will provide a 240-degree instantaneous field of view and a range of 
digital modes including weather detection, air-to-air targeting Leonardo-Finmeccanica announced the contract award 
at a naval exhibition in France. Source : Space War 

China May Give Philippines Some Access to Scarborough 

China will consider giving Filipino fishermen conditional access to disputed waters in the South China Sea after the 
presidents of the two countries meet in Beijing this week, two Chinese sources with ties to the leadership said. 
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte plans to raise the plight of Filipino fishermen when he meets his Chinese 
counterpart, Xi Jinping, on Thursday, a Philippine official told Reuters. 

China seized Scarborough Shoal - claimed by Beijing as Huangyan island and by Manila as Panatag - in 2012, denying 
Philippine fishermen access to its rich fishing grounds. The seizure formed part of a case the Philippines took to the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague, which in July rejected China's territorial claims over much of the South 
China Sea, including its assertion of a 200-mile (320 km) exclusive economic zone around the disputed Spratly Islands. 

China immediately declared the ruling "null and void" but said it was time to get talks started again between the 
countries directly involved in the territorial disputes to reach a peaceful resolution. Arriving at his hotel in Beijing, 
Duterte told reporters he expected to achieve "plenty of happiness for my country" during his trip to China. 

Asked about the South China Sea dispute, he said: "No, that is not one of the topics on the agenda. It might crop up 
but it is going to be a soft landing for everyone. No impositions." Beijing is now considering making a concession to 
Duterte, whose rapprochement with China since taking office on June 30 marks an astonishing reversal in recent 

 



Philippine foreign policy. "Everybody can go, but there will be conditions," one of the Chinese sources who speaks 
regularly with senior officials told Reuters, referring to Chinese and Filipino fishermen. 

Asked what the conditions were, the source said: "The two countries would have to form working groups to iron out 
details." It was unclear, however, if China would agree to joint coastguard patrols. The sources did not say what, if 
anything, China might demand from Manila in exchange for the fishing concession. "It will be a return to the Arroyo 
days," the second Chinese source said, referring to the administration of former President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
(2001-2010), when fishermen from both countries had access to waters near Scarborough Shoal. 

If all goes according to script, fishery cooperation would be one of more than 10 broad framework agreements the two 
countries would sign during Duterte's visit, the sources said, without giving further details. The Philippine foreign 
ministry said it had "no comment at this time". China has overlapping claims in the South China Sea with Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

The United States, along with Japan and other powers, want to ensure Beijing doesn't interfere with free navigation in 
the strategic South China Sea, which connects the Indian and Pacific Oceans and through which flows $5 trillion of 
trade a year. U.S. Navy ships have conducted "freedom of navigation" operations around artificial islands China has 
been building in the disputed Spratly Islands, which mostly consist of coral reefs and tidal features in the South China 
Sea. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi did not answer directly, when Reuters asked on Tuesday whether China would offer 
any concessions to the Philippines on the South China Sea, including fishing rights around Scarborough Shoal. 

"China's position on the South China Sea is clear and consistent. There is no change and there will be no change. This 
position accords with historical facts and international law," Wang said at a news conference with his New Zealand 
counterpart. 

Wang, however, was upbeat about Duterte's trip. "This will be a historic visit and a new beginning in China-Philippines 
relations," the foreign minister said. China's ambassador to Manila, Zhao Jianhua, said last Friday a budding bilateral 
friendship could boost chances of removing one of their biggest bones of contention in the South China Sea. But on 
Sunday, Duterte said he would raise the Hague ruling and vowed not to surrender any sovereignty, comments that will 
not sit comfortably with Beijing. Philippine Supreme Court senior associate justice Antonio Carpio warned that Duterte 
could be impeached if he gives up the country's sovereignty over the Scarborough Shoal, according to Philippine 
media. 

China's objective is to jointly develop resources in the South China Sea with its neighbours, said Lu Xiang, an 
international relations expert at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, a government think-tank. "Disputes with any 
neighbour are not conducive for China," he said, when asked what China wanted in exchange for any concession to 
Duterte. "We need a better external environment," Lu said. Source : The Maritime Executive 

Wow – China will ‘consider’ allowing them to fish on the shoal which  the UN arbitral tribunal agreed 
unanimously belonged to the Philippines on 12 July 2016! Duterte is burning bridges behind but faces a 
scorched-earth future with China 

France orders additional offshore support vessels 

The French Navy is to receive additional support vessels from the Kership, a joint Pirious-DCNS company. Kership, a 
joint Piriou-DCNS shipbuilding company in France, is to build two additional offshore support and rescue vessels for the 
French navy. The vessels -- Bâtiments de soutien et d'assistance hauturiers, or BSAH -- are to be delivered in 2019 
under the contract from the French military procurement agency, DGA.  

BSAH vessels are about 229.6 feet long and displace 2,665 tonnes fully loaded. Their speed is 14 knots. The order of 
the two vessels follows an order for the first two BSAH vessels. These boats will be delivered in 2018. The BSAH 
vessels will be home-ported to naval bases in Brest and Toulon. source: UPI 

Philippines' Duterte says 'goodbye' to US ties in Beijing 
 

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said it was "time to say goodbye" to the US during a visit to China on Wednesday, 
as the combative leader reconfigures his country's diplomatic alliances. Duterte is in China for a four-day trip that is 
expected to confirm his tilt away from Washington and towards Beijing's sphere of influence. During a speech 
addressing the Filipino community in Beijing, the firebrand president said the Philippines had gained little from its long 
alliance with the US, its former colonial ruler. "Your stay in my country was for your own benefit. So time to say 
goodbye, my friend," he said, as if addressing the US. 



"I will not go to America anymore. I will just be insulted there," he added, before once again referring to US President 
Barack Obama as a "son of a whore". Duterte, who took office in late June, said he was fed up with the Philippines' 
foreign policy being dictated by a Western agenda. 

"What kept us from China was not our own making. I will charter a new course," he said. Foreign policy under Duterte 
has dramatically shifted from that pursued under predecessor Benigno Aquino, who took Beijing to an international 
tribunal over its extensive territorial claims in the South China Sea and won a resounding victory. The move infuriated 
Beijing. But Duterte, who took office in June shortly before the tribunal ruling, has made a point of not flaunting the 
outcome. He has also suspended joint US-Philippine patrols in the South China Sea, and has threatened an end to joint 
military exercises. 

The South China Sea is of intense interest to Washington and it has repeatedly spoken out on the various territorial 
disputes between China and its neighbors over the strategically vital waters. Tensions have risen between the US and 
China over Washington's so-called "pivot" to the Asia-Pacific, a move that Beijing says is intended to contain it. Duterte 
will meet top leaders including President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang during his stay. 

Hours before he spoke, Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular briefing that Beijing was 
pleased to move towards resolving the territorial dispute "through consultation and dialogue". "Anyone who truly 
wishes for peace, stability, development and prosperity in the Asia Pacific" should welcome Duterte's visit, she said. In 
an editorial Wednesday, China's nationalist Global Times newspaper said Washington had treated Manila "as a pawn", 
adding Duterte was now "redesigning Philippine foreign policy based on Philippine interests". 

Duterte has said his China trip will focus on promoting economic ties. The Philippines is hoping, among other things, 
that Beijing will repeal a ban on imports of its bananas -- an economic sanction intended to punish Manila for its South 
China Sea stance. Hua said Wednesday announcements on infrastructure cooperation and economic development 
projects could be expected during the Philippine leader's visit. 

As Duterte has cosied up to Beijing, he has repeatedly denounced the United States for criticising the deadly war on 
crime he instigated upon taking office. Last month Duterte sparked a diplomatic storm when he branded Obama a 
"son of a whore" after being told the US president would raise the rights concerns at an Asia meeting. Beijing, 
meanwhile, has enthusiastically endorsed Duterte's war on drugs, which has seen more than 3,700 people killed and 
led the International Criminal Court to warn that those responsible could face charges. 

Hua said Wednesday that the two sides were already in close communication about cooperating on drug control and 
anti-crime issues. China has also offered to train some Filipino cadets in "anti-illegal drug and VIP security protection", 
according to Ramon Purugganan, deputy director of intelligence with the Philippine National Police. Source : Space 
War 

African leaders sign ‘historic’ maritime deal against piracy and smuggling 

African leaders on Saturday signed a deal to boost security off the continent's economically crucial coasts, hoping to 
shore up development by tackling maritime crimes like piracy and smuggling. Congolese President Denis Sassou 
Nguesso hailed the African Union agreement as "historic", while Kenya's President Uhuru Kenyatta said it showed 
Africa's ability to put together a continent-wide strategy. Sassou Nguesso said 43 nations had adopted the binding 
agreement, which will see countries pay into a special fund for maritime security, at a summit in Togo's capital Lome.  

The deal is designed to improve information-sharing between African nations, a weakness that pirates and smugglers 
have benefited from in the past, slipping between territorial waters with little trouble. The talks drew 18 heads of state 
-- an unusually high figure for an AU meeting of this kind, signalling the importance that governments have placed on 
the need to cut piracy and other crime in Africa's waters As he opened the summit, Chad's President Idriss Deby, the 
current AU chief, noted that some 90 percent of Africa's imports and exports are transported by sea, making maritime 
security key to the continent's economic future. Of the AU's 54 member states, 38 have coastlines.  

Deby said the charter would "allow the promotion of commerce and the exploitation of the huge potential of the 
maritime sector, as well as the creation of wealth and jobs in several industries". It would also "mark a decisive new 
step in the push to preserve the maritime environment", he added. The deal will create new national and regional 
institutions to improve security in African waters, while the signatories pledged a string of measures to protect the 
maritime environment and fight trafficking in drugs, arms and people.  

But Timothy Walker, a maritime security researcher at the Institute for Security Studies (ISS), said the deal would 
allow countries to withhold information from each other if they judge this to be in the interests of national security. 
"It's a big step but it can not be the final step. There is still a lot of work to do," Walker told AFP. "African leaders have 



started to realise that the maritime domain is a source of economic opportunity for the future," Walker added. Togo's 
Foreign Minister Robert Dussey told AFP ahead of the summit that there was a clear need for African countries to work 
together to combat an upsurge in piracy in order to make full use of the continent's maritime resources. 

Piracy, smuggling and other crimes at sea have cost the African maritime sector hundreds of billions of dollars in 
recent decades, according to the AU. Large-scale illegal fishing also helps drive piracy as it depletes stocks, reducing 
the legitimate economic activities of coastal communities. In West Africa alone, the AU estimates that illicit fishing 
causes losses of 170 billion CFA francs ($285 million, 260 million Euros) every year. World piracy has been on the 
decline since 2012 after international naval patrols were launched off East Africa in response to violent attacks by 
mostly Somali-based pirates. 

But the focus of concern has shifted to the Gulf of Guinea, where a new class of pirates -- mostly offshoots of militant 
groups from the Niger Delta -- have become active. At least 27 attempted or successful hijackings and kidnappings at 
sea have been recorded off west Africa since April, according to the International Maritime Organization, compared to 
just two off East Africa. The 17 countries lining the Gulf of Guinea have poor maritime surveillance capacities and have 
been trying for several years to boost cooperation to clamp down on piracy. The deal will need to be ratified by at 
least 15 countries before it comes into force, and Barthelemy Blede, an ISS maritime researcher in Ivory Coast, said it 
remained to be seen whether there was "real will" to make the deal a reality. "It's a historic act, but it's one thing to 
adopt a text and sign it, and another thing to ratify it," he told AFP. source: france24. 

Cautious optimism as latest analysis shows reduction of maritime crime 
across traditional hot spots 

The Gulf of Guinea, south-east Asia and the Indian Ocean High Risk Area (HRA) have all seen a significant reduction of 
reported maritime crime throughout July, August and September of this year according to the latest Q3 analysis 
released by Dryad Maritime. With the exception of the Sulu Sea, incidents of maritime crime in south-east Asia are at 
the lowest since 2009 and in the Indian Ocean HRA there were no confirmed acts of piracy in Q3, with the last 
recorded incident of piracy reported on a merchant vessel in 2014. 

In the Gulf of Guinea and in Nigeria’s Economic Exclusion Zone (EEZ) there has been a decrease in the frequency of 
attacks with just four attacks against commercial shipping at sea off the Niger Delta since early July, this compares to 
36 in the first six months of the year. Despite this quarter’s positive statistics, the analysis is released with the caveat 
that expectations for the remainder of the year, especially in relation to the Gulf of Guinea, should be tempered.  

Ian Millen, Chief Operating Officer at Dryad Maritime, said: “We have cause for some optimism on piracy and maritime 
crime, with a generally stable and improving situation in some areas balanced against some serious cause for concern 
in others. “In the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean, Somali piracy remains broadly contained and, in south-east Asia 
piracy is at its lowest level since 2009, with a 65% reduction when compared to this time last year. The bad news, 
however, is 81 people have been kidnapped, seven have been killed and 61 remain in captivity. 

“Beyond piracy and maritime crime, the maritime domain poses other threats. From conflict situations ashore in Libya 
and Yemen, to the threat of anti-ship missiles in busy shipping lanes, evidenced by recent incidents in the southern 
Red Sea, seafarers continue to trade and transit in some dangerous waters. “The continuing humanitarian crisis of 
Mediterranean migration puts other pressures on the shipping industry and its seafarers; a situation in which ships’ 
crews have responded to admirably. But despite all of the global maritime risks, we should remember those who are 
well-informed and well-prepared can continue to operate safely across the vast majority of the globe.” Source : 
defenceWeb 

READER COMMENT 

1. Unless I am very much mistaken the RN ship in the photo on page 2 is one of the few remaining Type 42 
destroyers and not a Type 45. 

Congratulations and well spotted – yours was the first email received and you have won a one year free 
subscription. As you intimate, all the Type 42s have been sold for scrap and the picture was a ‘file 
image’. 

2. Reverence BIRO: When you start designing, the first thing you must take note of is the available budget, and 
stay realistic. Then you will at least have half a chance to succeed.  

Naval Acquisition 101. 



Defence confirms it is buying a new luxury jet for a future Australian 
prime minister at Senate estimates 

 

A new plane for a future Australian Prime Minister - an Airbus KC30. Picture: Supplied 

A future prime minister will have the luxury of a US-style presidential plane to zip about the globe with Defence 
confirming it was buying a huge air refueling tanker capable of being reconfigured for long-range leadership travel. 
The move to buy an Airbus A330 to be converted into a KC30 air-to-air tanker then reconfigured as an aircraft for the 
prime minister and or governor-general, was first raised with successive prime ministers since 2013 including Julia 
Gillard, Tony Abbott and Malcolm Turnbull all of whom Defence Department boss Dennis Richardson yesterday 
revealed had raised questions about why they should not continue to charter commercial aircraft. 

Mr Richardson said critically and strategically, charter 737 and before that the 707 aircraft could not carry a secure 
classified communications suite and leaders could not work effectively in their cramped space. They could also not 
travel with all their required government entourages on long haul flights. All leaders needed convincing but eventually 
agreed as did their respective opposition leaders who were consulted. 

The new long-range aircraft to cost $150 million and be delivered by 2019/20 would cater for two people in first class 
style accommodation with beds, a conference and meeting room and eating area, 24 seats in business and 54 in 
economy. The Defence White Paper recommended Australia buy two air-to-air refueling tankers one of which could be 
reconfigured for travel for the prime minister and his guests including media. 

“The current 737 is totally and utterly inadequate for a prime minister travelling abroad, not out of any reasons of 
status but simply in terms of the practicality of the aircraft both in terms of the prime minister, travelling officials and 
of course the current configuration does not allow the media to travel with the prime minister which used to happen 
with the 707s,” Mr Richardson said. 

He added the aircraft would be a refueling tanker and only reconfigured as required either as a prime ministerial 
aircraft or troop carrier. The $150 million cost is largely for the communications suite. Source : news.comm.au 

A bit confusing but at least it remains available for in-flight refuelling and can transport 80 soldiers in a 
rather luxurious emergency. When serving as a naval adviser in 1995, a small group of about twelve 
attaches plus two RN liaison staff flew to Scotland to observe the test firing of a Spearfish torpedo by an 
SSN at the underwater submarine range. We then visited a few distilleries and waited for our flight back 
to London. Instead of the Hawker Siddeley Andover that flew us up, a 32 Sqn BAE 146 of the Queen’s 
Flight awaited.  

Three of us entered last and found the business class seats in the front were all occupied by our ‘mates’ 
who informed us to cheer up as there were plenty seats aft in economy. We moved to the back of the 
‘business’ class and a RAF Sgt pulled open the curtain, ushered us through  and said ‘welcome 
gentlemen – I have just the seats for you’ and we happily sat down in the three luxuriously plush 
rotating and reclining leather loungers which filled the compartment and normally used by Royalty or 
government VVIPs. I thus support the Australian decision, having been ‘trooped’ in similar conditions!  

AGS 


