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Germany to Spend 1.5 Billion Euros on More Navy Ships 

 

The Braunschweig-class corvette, Magdeburg (F 261) 

Oct 14 – Germany has agreed to spend 1.5 billion Euros to buy five more corvettes for the navy, the navy said on 
Friday, and Die Welt newspaper quoted lawmakers as citing the need for greater security in the Baltic Sea and the 
Mediterranean. Die Welt said lawmakers planned to introduce the funding proposal in parliament in mid-November. 

“To meet new security needs in the Baltic Sea, in the Mediterranean Sea, and globally, the coalition plans to buy five 
new corvettes for 1.5 billion Euros for the German Navy,” the paper quoted Social Democrat Johannes Kahrs and 
Christian Democrat Eckhard Rehberg as saying. 

In April two Russian warplanes flew simulated attack passes near a U.S. guided missile destroyer in the Baltic, and 
Finland has accused Russia of several breaches of its airspace. Last Saturday, Russia said it had moved nuclear-
capable missiles into its Kaliningrad enclave on the Baltic. 

Die Welt said Germany’s goal was to have two of the new ships enter service as early as 2019, with the remaining 
three to follow in 2023. The ships will be based on the current Braunschweig-class of corvettes. Some additional 
military funding became available last week after the defense ministry informed lawmakers that another big navy 
project, a 4 billion euro procurement for new multi-role ships, would be delayed by six months. Source : Thomson 
Reuters 

US Navy is Researching "Acoustic Superiority" to keep its Subs Alive 

Be very, very quiet and listen very, very carefully. 

The U.S. Navy is beginning a top-to-bottom review of its underwater operations to make sure subs are quiet as 
possible. According to Scout Warrior, the Navy is also starting up a parallel effort to make its sensors more capable of 
detecting the quietest enemy submarines. It's all part of drive to maintain the edge in submarine technology in the 
face of strong Russian and Chinese competition. 

In the world of submarines, noise kills. A noisy submarine plowing though the oceans will be quickly detected and 
killed by its opponents. Right now, the United States enjoys a technology advantage in quiet submarines, particularly 
its Virginia-class nuclear attack submarines. But Russian submarine designers, after a nearly quarter century hiatus, 
are back to their drawing boards. Chinese submarines are growing increasingly sophisticated, too. 

The quest to make American submarines quieter, like much submarine tech, is highly classified. Some obvious 
solutions the Navy must be considering, though, are things such as isolating the engine from the hull as much as 



possible to prevent vibrations from escaping from the submarine. Others include improving anechoic tiling, which 
provides a layer of sound-deadening rubber tiles on the submarine's hull. 

As far as improving a submarine's sensors so it can detect an enemy first, most of this work is concentrated on so-
called "passive" sensors. While sonar is very useful for locating the enemy, it also reveals the location of the submarine 
using it. Passive sensors are used to not only detect enemy sonar, but now to detect the sound of enemy submarines 
moving through water. The goal is to gather as much detail as possible, including the sub's depth, speed and bearing, 
and even its type. 

Finally, the Navy is working towards a fourth-generation of submarine communications. A submarine that is totally 
silent isn't very useful if it can't share information and receive orders. The catch, of course, is to design a means of 
communications that can't be detected by the enemy. 

The Navy plans to roll out what it learns on future submarines, including future versions of the Virginia-class 
submarine and the upcoming Columbia-class ballistic missile submarines, currently under development. Source: Scout 
Warrior. 

USS Mason Targeted Again 

 

USS Mason with two 55m Cyclone class patrol boats 

A U.S. Navy destroyer was again targeted in the Red Sea in an apparent failed missile attack launched from the coast 
of Yemen, a U.S. admiral said on Saturday 15 Oct. U.S. Defense officials said late on Saturday an initial assessment 
given by Admiral John Richardson, the chief of naval operations, had yet to be finalized and the incident was still being 
reviewed to determine exactly what happened. 

The missile attack, if confirmed, would mark the third time the USS Mason was fired upon in international waters in 
the past week from territory in Yemen controlled by Iranian-aligned Houthi rebels. "The Mason once again appears to 
have come under attack in the Red Sea, again from coastal defense cruise missiles fired from the coast of Yemen," 
Admiral John Richardson, U.S. chief of naval operations, said during a ship christening in Baltimore. 

Another U.S. defense official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said later: "We are aware of the reports and we are 
assessing the situation. All of our ships and crews are safe and unharmed." The latest incident comes just two days 
after the U.S. military launched cruise missiles against three coastal radar sites in areas held by Houthi rebels in 
Yemen in response to the two previous failed missile firings against the Mason. 

Initial reports on the latest incident, according to another U.S. defense official, said the crew detected multiple missiles 
fired toward the Mason, which responded with onboard countermeasures to defend itself. No damage was reported to 
the vessel or other ships accompanying it. Thursday's U.S. counter-strikes, authorized by President Barack Obama, 
marked Washington's first direct military action against suspected Houthi-controlled targets in Yemen's conflict and 
raised questions about the potential for further escalation. 

The Houthi movement earlier this week denied responsibility for the missile attacks on the Mason and warned that it 
too would defend itself. The Pentagon on Thursday stressed the limited nature of the strikes, aimed at radar that it 
suspected enabled the launch of at least three missiles against the Mason on Sunday and Wednesday. 

Pentagon spokesman Peter Cook said at the time that the U.S. counter-strikes were not connected to the broader civil 
war in Yemen, which has unleashed famine and killed more than 10,000 people since March 2015 in the Arab world's 



poorest country. The United States, a long-time ally of Saudi Arabia, has provided aerial refuelling of warplanes from a 
Saudi-led coalition striking Yemen and it supplies U.S. weapons to the kingdom. Iran, which supports the Houthi 
group, said last week it had deployed two warships to the Gulf of Aden, to protect ship lanes from piracy. Source : 

The Maritime Executive 

Navy Fires Second Captain Over LCS Engine Casualties 

 

USS Freedom during a crew changeover (Navy photo) 

On Thursday, the head of Naval Surface Forces Pacific relieved the captain of the USS Freedom of command, the 
second time this year it has dismissed the master of a littoral combat ship over a propulsion casualty. Commander 
Michael Wohnhaas of LCS Crew 106 was the vessel's commanding officer on the day that a pump seal failed, leaking 
seawater into her number two main diesel engine. 

After the leak, the Freedom continued on to participate in the international Rim of the Pacific exercises off Hawaii. 
She was not inspected shore-side until August 3, over 20 days after the casualty occurred. Due to corrosion damage, 
her number two engine was declared a total loss; it will require either removal and rebuilding or replacement.   

Navy spokesman Douglas Sayers told the San Diego Union-Tribune that the failure stemmed from a “lack of procedural 
compliance," and Surfaces Forces Pacific said that Wohnhaas was relieved "due to loss of confidence in his ability to 
effectively lead and carry out his assigned duties." A spokesman confirmed that his dismissal stemmed directly from an 
investigation of the casualty.  

Prior to his command of the Freedom, Cmdr. Wohnhaas headed the LCS Fleet Introduction and Sustainability Panel, 
an advisory body to the Navy's LCS Council. He had deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan as part of a joint forces 
headquarters unit, and at sea, he served on the USS Anzio, Supply, Vandegrift and William P. Lawrence in 
positions of progressive responsibility.  

His Navy bio suggests that he had been slated to command the new LCS 7, the USS Detroit. Surface Forces Pacific 
said that he has been reassigned temporarily to headquarters, and a different officer is named as the 
Detroit’s commander in the schedule for her christening ceremony. 

Cmdr. Wohnhaas is the second officer dismissed this year over a propulsion system casualty on a littoral combat ship, 
following the firing of Cmdr. Michael Atwell in March. Atwell was in command of the USS Fort Worth on January 12, 
when crewmembers started up her propulsion without proper lubrication of her engine combining gears.  

Repeated problems on both classes of littoral combat ship led the Navy to stand down all LCS crews in late August –
 the first-ever stand down for a full class of vessels at once. All LCS personnel with a role in engineering are being 
retrained; in addition, the Navy is conducting a thorough engineering procedures review of both LCS platforms.  

After the stand down, on September 13, the newly delivered USS Montgomery suffered two unrelated engine 
casualties. She then transited to Naval Station Mayport for repairs, where she suffered a cracked hull and bent 
stringers from a severe collision with a tugboat. Analysts suggest that the LCS classes’ complex propulsion system 
design and smaller crew complement may make them more vulnerable to casualties resulting from human error. 



The Senate Armed Services Committee, headed by Senators John McCain and Jack Reed, the committee's chairman 
and ranking member, recently called for the Navy to replace the littoral combat ship. In a letter released in mid-
September, they asked the service branch to "start planning now to procure and begin deliveries of a new small 
surface combatant as soon as possible in the 2020s . . . we believe it is [important] to proceed aggressively with 
defining the requirements, setting the acquisition strategy and fielding the LCS replacement. Source : Maritime 

Executive 

I have had some queries about the specific LCS problem and this may shed some light on the matter. 

China Launches 3 New Stealth Warships 

The People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has reportedly launched three additional Type Type56/056A Jiangdao-class 
corvettes. One of the corvettes — designated light missile frigates by the PLAN — was launched at the Wuchang 
shipyard in Wuhan, whereas the remaining two vessels were launched at the Liaonan shipyard in Lushun, according to 
information obtained by IHS Jane’s Defense Weekly. All three ships were launched over the last few weeks.  

“The latest of the vessels was launched at the Wuchang shipyard in Wuhan around 3 October and is the 39th of the 
class to enter the water,” IHS Jane’s Defense Weekly reports. “On 19 June satellite imagery showed the two other 
corvettes under construction in a dry dock at the Liaonan shipyard in Lushun. By early October photographs of the 
fitting-out berths in the yard showed that the ships had been launched and that the installation of sensors, antennas, 
and missile launchers was continuing with the ships afloat.”  

The PLAN currently is operating a total of 27 Type 056A Jiangdao-class corvettes. In June, the 26th Jiangdao-class 
corvette, christened Qujing (pennant number 508), joined the PLAN’s South Sea Fleet and is expected to be deployed 
to the disputed Paracel Islands. The classification of the ship as a Type 056A corvette suggests that the Qujing is an 
anti-submarine warfare variant of the ship class. It is unclear whether any of the ships launched in the last weeks will 
be Type 056A variants. (Around 14 corvettes have enhanced ASW capabilities.) Next to four YJ-83 anti-ship missiles 
(two launchers with two missiles each) and a 76-millimeter main gun, the ASW variant is also equipped with two 324 
millimetre triple torpedo launchers, as well as variable depth and towed sonars.  

The ship’s flight deck also allows operation of a Harbin Z-9 military helicopter, specifically equipped for ASW missions. 
According to IHS Jane’s Defense Weekly, one Type 056 Jiangdao-class corvette is launched ever six weeks indicating 
the high production rate of PLAN surface warships: Twelve ships of the class are currently being fitted out or 
undergoing pre-commissioning trials at the four shipyards involved in their construction: three each at Liaonan, 
Wuchang, Hudong, and Huangpu. Fitting out and sea trials for these ships takes around 12 months, so four of these 
are likely to enter service before the end of the year. The first Type 056 Jiangdao-class corvette was only launched in 
May 2012. All in all, the PLAN plans to induct 60 new corvettes in the years ahead. Source: The Diplomat 

US Navy’s new “super-stealth” destroyer officially joins the fleet 

 

Zumwalt-class guided-missile destroyer USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000) pierside at Canton Port Services on Oct. 13, 2016. 
Photo: US Navy 



USS Zumwalt, the U.S. Navy’s newest and most technologically advanced warship, officially joined the fleet during a 
commissioning ceremony held in Baltimore, October 15. The lead ship of a class of next-generation multi-mission 
destroyers, Zumwalt features a state-of-the-art electric propulsion system, wave-piercing tumblehome hull, stealth 
design, and the latest warfighting technology and weaponry available. 

Secretary of the Navy, the Hon. Ray Mabus, delivered the ceremony’s principal address. “This ship is an example of a 
larger initiative to increase operational stability and give the U.S. a strategic advantage,” said Mabus. “Our Navy and 
our Marine Corps, uniquely, provide presence – around the globe, around the clock – ensuring stability, reassuring 
allies, deterring adversaries, and providing the nation’s leaders with options in times of crisis.” 

In addition to its size, the Zumwalt class will be the first Navy warships to utilize an integrated power system that will 
produce enough power to run current systems, as well as the power required for future weapons, computing, and 
sensor systems.  

Zumwalt generates approximately 78 megawatts of power, almost as much as a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. This 
means the ship can operate all of its systems and still generate enough electricity to power a small town, which 
provides the extra capacity to accommodate future weapons and computing systems, like the electro-magnetic railgun 
the Navy is working on. 

“This destroyer, like the others in our fleet, is capable of projecting power, no doubt,” said Mabus. “The Zumwalt-class 
is much larger than today’s destroyers with a considerably larger flight deck – enough space to operate host Joint 
Strike Fighters, MV-22 Ospreys, and unmanned systems and a Vertical Launch System second to none.” 

Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. John Richardson also spoke at the ceremony, commenting on the significance 
of the ship’s namesake. “Admiral Zumwalt, especially during his time as CNO, ensured that our institution lived by its 
values,” said Richardson. “He was the ‘The Sailor’s Admiral,’ looking at new ideas, acting to the limit of his authorities, 
and adjusting along the way to make his Navy ready for combat – but also with full cognizance of the impact on the 
Sailors that made up that Navy.” 

Zumwalt is scheduled to begin her transit to San Diego, making several port visits along the way. Upon arrival in San 
Diego, USS Zumwalt will begin installation of her combat systems, testing and evaluation, and operational integration 
with the fleet. Source : Naval Today 

 

Turkish Navy vessel A 585 build 1942 seen at the coast of Kusadasi A-585 TCG Akin. She was build as a Chanticleer 
class submarine rescue ship, named ASR-10 USS Greenlet. She was launched in 1942 and commissioned in USN in 
1943 She saw action in World War Two. She was in Tokyo Bay, when Japan surrendered in 1945. She saw action in 
Korean War and in Vietnam War. In 1973 she was transferred to Turkish Navy. She is the sole submarine rescue ships 
in Turkish Navy. Currently Turkish Navy operates 14 conventional diesel-electric submarines. There is no other NATO 
nation that operates more diesel-electric submarines. Source : Bosphorus Naval News - Photo : Cees 

Kloppenburg www.photomaassluis.com ©  

Two IN sailors die in separate incidents at Eastern Naval Command 

Two sailors were killed in two separate incidents at the Eastern Naval Command (ENC) in a span of two days. The 
victims were identified as SLt Tejveer Singh of the warship INS Kuthar and Pawan Kumar Pandey of the submarine 
INS Sindhudhvaj. According to sources, Singh was handling a weapon on board INS Kuthar when it accidentally 
went off. The incident took place at 2.30 pm on Tuesday. He was immediately shifted to ENC's hospital INHS 



Kalyani. In spite of best efforts by the doctors, the sailor succumbed to his injuries. Navy officials did not divulge any 
details as to what Singh was doing with the weapon and what make it was. 

 

In another incident on Monday, leading electrical power supply sailor Pawan Kumar Pandey was electrocuted while he 
was supervising the maintenance of equipment at around 3 pm. He was given first aid by a medical team on board 
INS Sindhudhvaj and later shifted to INHS Kalyani. However, he also died while undergoing treatment. Indian 
Navy has ordered an inquiry into both the incidents. Source : The Indian Times  

Navy secretary: Ford carrier will be delivered 'as soon as it's ready' 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus on Thursday cited progress toward resolving troublesome issues on the new aircraft carrier 
Gerald R. Ford, but declined to predict when it would join the fleet. In a visit to Newport News Shipbuilding, Mabus 
toured the $12.9 billion first-in-class warship originally slated for delivery in September 2015. The Newport News 
shipyard, a division of Huntington Ingalls Industries, is the sole manufacturer of nuclear-powered aircraft carriers for 
the Navy. An exchange of memos over the summer highlighted several persistent problems with the ship. That 
includes Ford's power generation system, which suffered an electrical component failure during testing.  

The advanced arresting gear that allows planes to land safely has also prompted ongoing questions about reliability 
and effectiveness. Frank Kendall, a Defense Department undersecretary and lead weapons buyer, ticked off those 
concerns and others in a memo to Mabus, who addressed each one in a subsequent memo. Speaking Thursday with 
the massive carrier in the background, Mabus said, "I think we're a long ways down that road" to fixing the power-
generation issue. He gave a similar assessment of the advanced arresting gear (AAG), which has been installed on the 
Ford but is still being tested.  

The Navy is studying whether to continue with AAG on the next Ford-class carrier, the John F. Kennedy which is 
under construction at the shipyard and about 23 percent complete. "Everything that has been brought up lately, we 
have been looking at for years, and testing for years," he said. Kendall ordered a review of the Ford program, which is 
now under way and should be complete by December. Until all concerns are resolved, Mabus said he can't specify a 
delivery date. "As soon as it's ready," he said. "I'm not going to give you a date. But the testing is going well. Getting 
to the root cause of the generator problem is going well." 

He also reiterated an oft-stated observation: that the Ford suffers from a decision made more than a decade ago to 
pack new technology on the ship instead of phasing in new systems over three ships. "It's not the shipyard," he said. 
"It was us doing this to them." Mabus will speak to sailors Friday morning at Naval Station Norfolk and deliver 
lunchtime remarks at a meeting of the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce. The former governor of Mississippi, 
Mabus has served as Navy secretary since 2009 — longer than anyone since World War I.  

With his tenure winding down, he took time to highlight what he sees as major accomplishments during his service. 
During the seven years before he took office, the Navy fleet declined from 316 ships to 278 ships, he said. The Navy 
put 41 ships under contract, but that didn't prevent the fleet from getting smaller. In his seven-plus years, the Navy 
has put 86 ships under contract. "And we've done it with a smaller budget, a smaller top line," he said.  

The importance of naval presence around the globe was apparent in recent days with two failed missile attacks on the 
destroyer USS Mason off the coast of Yemen and a subsequent counterattack by the USS Nitze, he said. Mason 
and Nitze are based in Norfolk. "When this happened, we didn't have to go looking for a ship," he said. "We didn't 
have to send a ship somewhere. We didn't have to say, 'Well, wait a minute. You're in big trouble in about six weeks 
when we get a ship here.' We were there. Source : The Daily Press  
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