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Yemen: Missiles target US warship, Pentagon says 

 

USS Mason - pictured here in August 2016New York in 2006 - was in international waters in the Red Sea when it was 
targeted, a US defense official said. 

 Two missiles targeted a US warship off the coast of Yemen on Sunday but missed the vessel and hit the water 
instead, a Pentagon spokesman said. The missiles were fired at the USS Mason from Houthi-controlled territory in 
war-torn Yemen, Capt. Jeff Davis said, adding that the guided-missile destroyer deployed "onboard defensive 
measures" and was undamaged. 

But the Houthis -- a minority Shia group that has taken control of much of Yemen, including the capital -- denied 
Monday that its forces had targeted the warship. An official from the Houthi-controlled military said the reports were 
aimed at covering up a "heinous" Saudi-led coalition airstrike on a wake Saturday in the capital, Sanaa, that officials 
said killed at least 155 people, the Houthi-controlled SABA news agency reported.  

"Reports that allege that Yemeni rockets targeted ships off the Yemeni (coast) are baseless," the official said. The US 
warship was in international waters more than 12 nautical miles (22 km) offshore, in the southern end of the Red Sea, 
north of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, according to a defense official. The missiles were launched within 60 minutes of 
each other, Davis said.  

"We assess the missiles were launched from Houthi-controlled territory in Yemen. The United States remains 
committed to ensuring freedom of navigation everywhere in the world, and we will continue to take all necessary steps 
to ensure the safety of our ships and our service members," he said. Source : CNN 

Destroyer squadron boss fired after lying to investigators 

A casual encounter at a bar in Chesapeake, Virginia, an equal opportunity complaint and lies to investigators combined 
to end Capt. Anthony Simmons’ tenure as head of Destroyer Squadron Two. The former squadron boss went alone to 
pick up food and grab a beer at Wild Wing Café on Aug. 5 when he struck up an hour-long conversation with a woman 
at the bar, who turned out to be an enlisted sailor. The conversation crossed the line with the woman, who found out 
later he was an O-6 (Captain rank) and filed a complaint, according to an investigation obtained by Navy Times.  

During the visit, which totalled about an hour and a half, Simmons knocked back three draft beers — between 16 and 
22 ounces, according to the investigation — then got in his car and left after handing the woman a piece of paper with 
his cell phone number on it. But it wasn’t the sexual harassment claim that undid Simmons — he was cleared of any 
inappropriate behaviour by the investigation — nor was it drinking beers and driving. It was allegedly lying to 
investigators.  

On Aug. 12, Simmons was called in to discuss the woman’s complaint with an investigating officer who asked him to 
recount the evening. Simmons' story differed from the woman’s version. He claimed his wife had accompanied him to 
the bar and was waiting in the car outside. He also claimed he only had one beer and left after 20 minutes. The 



investigator asked him if he had anything to add or delete from the statement. He did not. Then the investigator told 
him that he’d reviewed the security camera footage at Wild Wing Café and that it had painted a very different picture 
of the encounter.  

Then Simmons fessed up: His wife did not accompany him to the bar; he didn’t remember having three beers but if 
the camera showed it, it must be true; and he admitted he’d been there longer than 20 minutes. He told investigators 
that he’d wondered that morning: “How much of the story should I tell?” “These actions demonstrate both a lack of 
integrity and a lack of professional recognition of a Commanding Officer's vulnerability to the vanity of command,” the 
investigator wrote. Simmons did not respond to an email seeking comment. A one-line email from Simmons in August 
said that the "Navy lost an elite officer."  

Strike Group 12 boss Adm. Roy Kelly found Simmons guilty at mast after reviewing the investigation. “Capt. Simmons 
went before Rear Adm. Kelley during Admiral's Mast on Aug 31 and was found to have violated UMCJ Article 107 
(Making False Official Statements) and Article 133 (Conduct Unbecoming an Officer and a Gentleman),” according to a 
statement from SURFLANT. “Capt. Simmons was awarded a punitive letter of reprimand.” Simmons, a 26-year surface 
warfare officer, had previously commanded the destroyer Lassen and the patrol craft Hurricane; he briefly took 
command of destroyer James E. Williams in the wake of a 2014 investigation.  

His shore assignments include a tour with the chief of naval operations staff in the surface warfare division, and a tour 
at the Bureau of Naval Personnel. Simmons is a graduate of Austin Peay State University in Tennessee and was 
commissioned via Officer Candidate School in June 1990, according to his official bio. Source : navytimes 

Lousy but at least the USN has standards. Wonder what Trump would say! 

German Navy Type F123 frigate catches fire in Baltic Sea 

 

German Navy file photo of FGS Brandenburg 

German Navy frigate Brandenburg was forced to dock in Kiel, Germany after a fire broke out on the ship on 
Saturday. According to the German news site Kieler Nachrichten, the crew was able to put out the fire and the ship 
managed to enter the Kiel base under its own power on Sunday. None of the crew were injured in the incident but a 
part of the propulsion plant was damaged in the fire and could not be used, the news site further reported. 

It is still unclear what caused the fire in the engine room while the ship was in the Baltic Sea. The outcome of an 
upcoming inquiry will determine when the frigate will return to its training program. FGS Brandenburg is the lead 
ship in the class of four German Navy F123 frigates designed for anti-submarine warfare. The 138.8 meter long 
Brandenburg joined the Navy in October 1994. Source : Naval Today 

Is there any big Navy not having major problems – negat Japan of course 

Three Royal Canadian Navy ships to take part in counter-drug operation 

HMCS Brandon, HMCS Edmonton and HMCS Kingston will leave in a couple of days to participate in Operation 
CARIBBE. The operation is “Canada’s contribution the multinational campaign against illicit trafficking by transnational 



criminal organizations in the Eastern Pacific Ocean and Caribbean,” the Canadian military notes in a news release. 
More details from the news release issued by the Canadian Forces:  

HMCS Brandon and Edmonton depart Esquimalt, B.C. on October 6 to participate in Operation CARIBBE in the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean. HMCS Kingston is planned to depart Halifax on October 7 to conduct operations in the 
Caribbean area of operations. Following readiness training at-sea, the ships will formally join Operation CARIBBE in the 
coming days. This deployment will look to build upon the success of HMC Ships Moncton, Summerside, 
Edmonton, Saskatoon, and Vancouver, which so far in 2016 have seized and disrupted a total of approximately 
2,930 kg of cocaine and 1,520 kg of marijuana while working with the United States Coast Guard and embedded Law 
Enforcement Detachments. Source: Ottawa Citizen 

A very busy navy in spite of political vacillation. 

Plans for joint patrols, naval exercises in South China Sea put on hold: 
Philippines tells US 

 

Philippines Navy coastal patrol boat, BRP Jose Andrada (PG-370) berthed at Legazpi port Photo: Kuet © 

The Philippine defense chief said Friday that he told the US military that plans for joint patrols and naval exercises in 
the disputed South China Sea have been put on hold, the first concrete break in defense cooperation after months of 
increasingly strident comments by the country's new president. Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana also said that 107 
US troops involved in operating surveillance drones against Muslim militants would be asked to leave the southern part 
of the country once the Philippines acquires those intelligence-gathering capabilities in the near future. 

President Rodrigo Duterte also wants to halt the 28 military exercises that are carried out with US forces each year, 
Lorenzana said. Duterte has said he wants an ongoing US-Philippine combat exercise to be the last during his six-year 
presidency as he backs away from what he views as too much dependence on the US. Duterte, who took office in 
June, has had an uneasy relationship with the US, his country's longtime treaty ally, saying in recent speeches that he 
wants to scale back the presence of visiting US troops in the country, along with the annual bilateral military exercises. 

But while some Filipino officials have walked back on Duterte's sometimes crude anti-US pronouncements early this 
week he told President Barack Obama "to go to hell" Lorenzana's comments show for the first time that the Duterte 
administration will act by rolling back cooperation with the US military in the Philippines. Despite the difficult stage in 
the country's relations with its former colonizer, Lorenzana remained optimistic that those ties would eventually 
bounce back. 

"I think it's just going through these bumps on the road," Lorenzana told a news conference. "Relationships sometimes 
go to this stage ... but over time it will be patched up.”Duterte's falling out with Washington will not necessarily spread 
to US allies such as Japan, for example, which has committed to delivering patrol ships for the Philippine coast guard 
and has signed a deal to lease five small surveillance planes the country can use to bolster its territorial defense. 
Source : firstpost 

They may well be longtime allies but it seems to have been one of give and take! The Philippines have 
kicked them in the teethe before yet still get USAID.  

Poland angers France after scrapping Airbus helicopter deal 



France reacted angrily on Friday after Poland scrapped a multi-billion dollar helicopter deal with Airbus, saying it would 
review defence cooperation with its NATO ally and cancelling a presidential visit to Warsaw. Poland had agreed to buy 
50 Airbus utility helicopters in April 2015 for 13.5 billion zlotys (US$3.5 billion) as part of efforts to modernise its 
military at a time of tensions with Russia. Its previous, centrist government, which was beaten by the Law and Justice 
(PiS) party in elections last October, had agreed the provisional deal. But on October 4, the new administration said it 
was scrapping the contract altogether.  

 

Members of the new eurosceptic government have said they would rather see the deal awarded to a company that 
could build the helicopters locally. “The Franco-Polish bilateral relationship will undeniably be extremely affected by 
this decision,” a French source close to the matter said. “The contract’s cancellation will force us to review all the 
defence cooperation that we have with Poland and see what can be maintained and sadly what can’t in the current 
context.”  

Without indicating which investments, the source added that the French government, which holds roughly 11 per cent 
in Airbus, would advise the firm to review its strategy in the country, including investments that had already been 
made. A source in the French presidency said earlier that President Francois Hollande had decided to cancel a visit to 
Warsaw next week for intergovernmental consultations, in protest. Polish Foreign Minister Witold Waszczykowski 
attempted to play down the spat, emphasising that Poland had offered “important concessions” in the failed 
commercial negotiations.  

“Due to persistent differences in negotiating positions it proved impossible to reach a compromise,” he said in a 
statement, adding that the abandoned contract “will not affect overall cooperation with France”. In a speech on Friday, 
Prime Minister Manuel Valls took a swipe at Poland at a time when the European Union is trying to reinforce its 
common defence policy in the face of growing concerns over Russian foreign policy, Islamic militancy and the refugee 
crisis. “Poland is a big country, but questions need to be asked of Poland, notably its defence industry, after the 
choices that have just been made,” Valls said.  

“As far as France is concerned, we’re worried because negotiations had started, but also for the very concept of 
European defence.” Polish media has reported that Warsaw has already begun negotiations with U.S. firm Lockheed 
Martin’s Sikorsky, manufacturer of locally produced Black Hawk helicopters that could be purchased by the Polish army 
as soon as this year. As well as boosting Poland’s defence industry, buying Sikorsky helicopters could further 
strengthen Warsaw’s ties with Washington, already its closest ally.  

“Before we had a centre-right platform that understood it was in Poland’s interest to go beyond the U.S. axis and have 
a bilateral relationship with France and Germany,” a French diplomatic source said. “But clearly the PiS doesn’t 
understand the benefits for Poland, which are frankly huge in its European arena.” Poland’s government spokesman 
and the defence and economy ministries were not immediately available for comment. Source: Reuters / South 
China Morning Post 

So much for a united Europe – maybe the UK is getting out in time! 

Construction at Brazil’s Nuclear Sub Shipyard Slows 

Construction activity at Brazil’s Itaguaí nuclear submarine shipyard continues to show signs of slowing, a review of 
recent satellite imagery suggests. Initially, Brazil was to have its naval shipyard and co-located submarine base ready 
to start initial vessel construction by 2016. As we moved along the project timeline, the country’s economic troubles 
and scandals made that less of a possibility. Space snapshots show that very little activity has occurred over the last 



several months. The installation of the syncrolift (or ship elevator), a notable milestone, did however proceed in Q2 
2016.  

Imagery shows the Norwegian acquired winches and ship platform modules were in place by the end of May. Beyond 
the syncrolift, other structures appear incomplete, land reclamation activity has not progressed and building material 
storage shows little change. In February, Bloomberg reported that Brazil had cut funding for its nuclear submarine 
project by 50 percent. With Brazil’s shrinking economy—six consecutive declines—high inflation, and higher borrowing 
costs, not to mention the Zika virus epidemic, things look dim for the project. Without any direct maritime threats, 
modernizing the country’s naval arm, especially with further undersea platforms, has become less of a priority. Source 
: bellingcat 

For some nations, SSBNs are more of a status symbol than a necessity – and a massive drain on the 
economy. A coastal state with sufficient harbours should have no problem with AIP conventional boats. 

SAG ships USS Decatur and USS Spruance visit Hong Kong 

 The guided-missile destroyers USS Decatur (DDG 73) and USS Spruance (DDG 111) arrived in Hong Kong for a 
regularly scheduled port visit Oct. 7-11. U.S. Navy ships have visited Hong Kong for decades, most recently by the 
amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) and the amphibious transport dock USS Green Bay (LPD 
20). While in port, the Decatur and Spruance crews will have the opportunity to experience Hong Kong through 
sightseeing, community relations projects and other Morale, Welfare and Recreation-sponsored events.  

Decatur, Spruance and the embarked helicopter detachment of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 49 are 
part of a U.S. 3rd Fleet Pacific Surface Action Group (PAC SAG), operating under Commander, Destroyer Squadron 31 
(CDS 31). USS Momsen (DDG 92) and the embarked helicopter detachment of HSM 49 are also members of the PAC 
SAG. "We have had the luxury of visiting and exploring various Indo-Asian cultures during our time in the region and 
we are looking forward to experiencing what Hong Kong has to offer," said Capt. Charles Johnson, commander, 
Destroyer Squadron 31. "We are thankful for the opportunity for our crews to learn about its history and experience 
the energy of this great city."  

Under the operational control of U.S. 3rd Fleet, the PAC SAG conducts routine patrols, maritime security operations 
and theatre security cooperation activities with allies and partners to enhance regional security and stability. Since 
deploying in April, the PAC SAG has conducted multilateral exercises with the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force, 
Republic of Korea Navy and joint exercises with the U.S. Air Force and Marine Corps assets. Momsen also began their 
portion of the deployment participating in the Oceania Maritime Security Initiative (OMSI).  

OMSI is a Secretary of Defense program that uses Department of Defense assets transiting the region to increase the 
Coast Guard's maritime domain awareness, ultimately supporting its maritime law enforcement operations in Oceania. 
U.S. 3rd Fleet leads naval forces in the Pacific and provides the realistic, relevant training necessary for an effective 
global Navy. U.S. 3rd Fleet works constantly with U.S. 7th Fleet. The forces of both fleets complement one another 
across the spectrum of military operations in the Pacific. Source: US Navy  

Whilst the US and China exchange threats about the South China Sea, USN vessels enter a Chinese port 
for R&R after exercising in ‘China’s’ Sea. The power of the dollar is amazing. 

TAILPIECE 

Come fly with me - Australia gets its Air Force One 

Australia is getting its own Air Force One – albeit a budget version. After years of deliberations and political hesitancy, 
the Defence Department has been given the go-ahead to convert a KC-30A air-to-air refueling aircraft, essentially an 
Airbus A330, into the VIP jet, replacing the ageing leased fleet. The KC 30A is replacing the old but still flash Boeing 
business jets.  

First floated in a white paper, Defence has admitted, five months after it was first asked, it is moving ahead with 
modifications of one of its $204 million refeulers to give the Prime Minister an office in the air. The new VIP jet is to be 
kept "modest" with only the minimum required modifications, remain capable of acting as an air-to-air refueler, but will 
also allow for "the continuance of Government business whilst in transit", meaning the Prime Minister will remain in 
contact at all times. 

The government has chosen the cheapest of the options available to it, following former British Prime Minister David 
Cameron's lead. Defence confirmed it was "managing the modification", with the cost to come from $190 million 



already set aside to alter planes according to the air force's needs. Britain managed it for £10 million, which equates to 
about $16.5 million. 

 The current Australian VIP jets, which include two Boeing Business Jet 737s as well as three smaller planes, are 
shared between the Prime Minister, dignitaries, visiting royal family members, the Governor-General and ministers. 
Leased in 2002 during the Howard years, frustrations have recently risen over the fleet's limitations, of which size is 
one. The 737s can carry fewer than 40 people, meaning business delegations and (paying) media cannot travel on the 
same aircraft, raising issues during multi-stop trade missions. 

The range of the 737s has also proven frustrating – a trip to Washington required two stops for refuelling. The Royal 
Australian Air Force describes the KC-30A on its website as being capable of carrying 270 passengers while in transport 
mode, with a range of 14,800 kilometres. The new, larger jet won't solve all the government's transport woes as the 
decision means the government is replacing two planes with one. Protocol dictates the Governor-General takes 
precedence over the Prime Minister. 

But a former adviser who often travelled on the current Boeing Business Jet said it would be an improvement, with the 
BBJ planes "not great for the role". "They are not suitable planes for a country on the other side of the world," he said. 
"They are very small and only fit staff, which is an issue when you are on delegations, or need to take the media with 
you, which is what every other country does. 

"It's understandable that there has been political angst over the purchase – as there is for any large expensive that 
seems extravagant, but a plane like this is something every government in the world has and we are a serious middle 
power and it is entirely appropriate we have the same." 

Sean Kelly, a former adviser to prime ministers Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard, wasn't quite as harsh in his assessment of 
the current VIP fleet – "It's a great trip, you're on a plane, there are private staff there to really meet your every whim, 
there is reasonable amount of space, there is a lot of privacy, it's a joy to fly with them" – but agreed there were 
limitations. 

"The main benefit would be being able to take the press pack and that is a benefit for the Prime Minister and for the 
journalist themselves," he said. "Right now you have this crazy situation, where journalists who are conducting exactly 
the same trip as the Prime Minister, who are flying with the Prime Minister around the world, jumping from country to 
country, sometimes for weeks at a time, have to make their own arrangements entirely separately, which is not only 
inconvenient but also means it is a struggle for journalists to make sure they are actually at the same place at the 
same time as the Prime Minister and that obviously impedes coverage. 

"If you bought a bigger plane, then you would be able to take the press pack with you, which would automatically 
mean that coverage of the Prime Minister was made simpler, which would also serve voters." Malcolm Turnbull's office 
declined to comment. Source : The Sydney Morning Herald 

Rather topical and fairly similar to our problem in minor ways. The RAAF two Bizjets have been leased 
for fourteen years (one more than we have had Inkwazi!) and their weaknesses are different to ours – 
range and pax – not really raised by out government! The RAAF answer may be convenient but not as 
cheap as it seams as their 5 + 2 Multirole aircraft will be 5 + 1 ito of transport capability. Whilst two 
more were considered, the air transport requirement set the number. I guess the refuelling capability 
can allow the PM to be escorted by two F16s! Better not tell our Pres as he will also want the ability. 

AGS 

PS.  Marnews teambuild going well – many thanks for all the kind wishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


