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US Army looking to scrap 15,000 16-inch shells 

 

Crewmen load a 16-inch shell aboard the battleship USS Wisconsin (BB 64) as the vessel is readied for sea trials 
Photo : National Archives 

The Army for the past couple months has been looking for vendors interested in getting rid of possibly the largest 
cache of battleship food still in existence. While it would seem like the Navy would take point on this one, the U.S. 
Army Contracting Command in Rock Island, Ill., in as part of the Joint Munitions Command is announced in August 
they were looking for potential sources who possess the expertise in demilling and disposing of 15,595 surplus 16″/50 
caliber shells currently being stored at the Crane Army Ammunition Activity in Indiana. 

The shells are all for the Iowa-class battleships, commissioned in World War II and brought back by popular request 
for Korea, Vietnam, Lebanon and the Persian Gulf wars. Decommissioned at the end of the Cold War, by 2012 all four 
ships of the class (Iowa, New Jersey, Missouri and Wisconsin) were transferred to various museums around the 
country. Some shells belonged to even older North Carolina and South Dakota-class ships. 

However their huge shells, some weighing as much as 2,700-pounds each – or about as much as a compact car –
remain in the arsenal. While these behemoths were propelled by 110-pound silk bags of smokeless powder (up to six 
at a time for maximum range), the shells themselves were filled with tracer (for practice), as many as 666 Comp 
A5/RDX grenades (for armor piercing rounds) or as much as 154-pounds of Explosive D (for bursting). 

“Methods and degree range from removal and destruction of critical features to total destruction by cutting, crushing, 
shredding, melting, burning, etc,” reads the request. “Demil is required to prevent property from being used for its 
originally intended purpose and to prevent the release of inherent design information that could be used against the 
United States.” 

The period for those interested in the work ended last week, but the Army cautions that the “research is for planning 
purposes only…” The largest gun in current service is 155mm (6-inches) which is relatively puny compared to the 16 
inchers of the battlewagons. The last time a 16-inch gun salvo fired was that of USS Wisconsin (BB-64) on May 16th, 
1991. Source : Guns.com 

Future USS Zumwalt Departed Norfolk for Baltimore 

The future USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000) departed Naval Station Norfolk Oct. 7 and completed a one-day transit to 
Baltimore, Md., where it will be commissioned into active service on Oct. 15, during Fleet Week Maryland. Zumwalt 
was originally scheduled to depart Norfolk on Oct. 9 but, with the approach of Hurricane Matthew, the Navy made the 
prudent decision to move up the ship's departure and complete preparations for the commissioning ceremony in 
Baltimore. 

The Navy's newest and most technologically advanced surface ship, Zumwalt is the lead ship of a class of next-
generation multi-mission destroyers designed to strengthen naval power. The ships are capable of performing critical 
maritime missions and they enhance the Navy's ability to provide deterrence, power projection and sea control. 



Stealthy, powerful and lethal, Zumwalt's integration into the fleet will provide a vital link from the Navy's current 
needs to its future capabilities. Named for Adm. Elmo R. "Bud" Zumwalt Jr., former chief of naval operations (CNO) 
from 1970 to 1974, the Zumwalt-class features a state-of-the-art electric propulsion system, a wave-piercing 
tumblehome hull, stealth design and the latest war fighting technology and weaponry available.  

A veteran of World War II and the conflicts in Korea and Vietnam, Adm. Zumwalt exemplified honour, courage and 
commitment during 32 years of dedicated naval service, earning a Bronze Star with Valor for his actions during the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf. During his time as CNO, Adm. Zumwalt embraced technological innovation and advocated a 
number of successful programs including, the Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate, the Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarine and the F-14 Tomcat, all of which yielded long-term benefits to the warfighting readiness of the Navy. His 
legacy is proudly carried on today by the new class of destroyers that bear his name. Source : Navy  

Nice story but she had to repairs in Norfolk – before Hurricane Matthew came along! 

NATO Response Force to be tested at ‘Noble Mariner’ 

 

NATO units during the 2012 edition of Noble Mariner. Photo: MARCOM 

The NATO Response Force (NRF) is a multinational force made up of land, air, maritime and Special Operations Forces 
(SOF) components that the Alliance can deploy quickly, wherever needed. The maritime commander for the NRF 
rotates among different groups annually. For 2017, the NRF Maritime Component Commander (MCC) will be NATO 
Striking & Support Forces (STRIKFORNATO). 

 This year, exercise Noble Mariner is combined with the Royal Navy exercise Joint Warrior and NATO Air Command’s 
exercise Noble Arrow, all held in the waters and littoral areas of the Northern United Kingdom. By combining these 
exercises participants from all exercises gain greater interoperability and more capability development. 

Maritime activity during the two-week exercise will involve more than 30 naval units, comprised of ships and 
submarines. These will be supported at sea by maritime patrol and rotary wing aircraft. Joint aspects of the exercise 
will also include fixed wing aircraft based ashore and other land-based personnel adding up to more than 5,700 
personnel. Source : Naval Today 

South China Sea Conflict: Indonesia, New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Britain Plan War Games 

Military officials from New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore and Britain are holding exercises in the South China 
Sea this month in the latest display of force aimed at telling Beijing to back off on its claims to the disputed territory, 
one of the world's most important shipping routes. The three-week, multinational exercise known as "Exercise 
Bersama Lima" will include navy, army and air force servicemen from the participating nations. Officials said the event 
organized by Singapore is aimed at regional security and disaster relief support, according to media reports.  

The countries make up the Five Power Defense Arrangements military pact, which requires members to consult each 
other and take action if there is an armed attack on Malaysia or Singapore. Indonesia's armed forced also plan to hold 
large scale military exercises this month with all of its three service branches in the Natuna Islands region in the South 



China Sea. Growing tensions between China and its neighbouring nations, which are backed up by the U.S., have 
sparked concern about a looming conflict in the region over the disputed waterway. China has increasingly sent more 
heavily armed coast guard vessels to patrol the shipping lane that carries up to $5 trillion in trade every year. An 
arbitration court in the Hague in July ruled that China did not have territorial claims, but Beijing said it did not 
recognize the decision.  

"The risk of conflict in the South China Sea is significant," the Council on Foreign Relations concluded in a recent 
report. "China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, and the Philippines have competing territorial and jurisdictional 
claims, particularly over rights to exploit the region's possibly extensive reserves of oil and gas. Freedom of navigation 
in the region is also a contentious issue, especially between the United States and China over the right of U.S. military 
vessels to operate in China's two-hundred-mile exclusive economic zone." Source : International Business Times 

UK to Deploy Wildcat Helicopters on German Navy Frigate 
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The British Royal Navy is to deploy its latest generation of multi-role helicopters onboard a German frigate in the 
Mediterranean as part of an effort to raise defense cooperation between the two NATO allies. The Wildcat AW159 
helicopter is scheduled to operate from a German ship in 2017, British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon told guests at 
an event in the German Embassy on Thursday.  

No details of the deployment were immediately available, but the move could be a boost for the Wildcat builder, 
Leonardo-Finmeccanica's UK Helicopter Division, as it seeks to interest the German Navy in buying the machine to 
replace an aging fleet of AW159's predecessor, the Lynx. The German Navy purchased 22 Sea Lynx from the Yeovil, 
western England, helicopter maker in the 1990s. The service is now considering replacing them.  

Wildcat and Airbus Helicopters' Sea Lion variant of the NH90 are likely to be among the top contenders if a competition 
gets underway. British officials said while they were keen for the German Navy to get a close-up look at the 
capabilities of the Wildcat, the decision to deploy the helicopter on the frigate was about defense engagement and 
interoperability rather than export sales. Leonardo has already sold AW159s to Britain, South Korea and the 
Philippines. The helicopter can undertake anti-submarine, anti-surface utility and search-and-rescue roles. Leonardo's 
Helicopter Division did not respond to telephone calls. 

Aside from the Wildcat on the maritime front, the British are also trying to interest Berlin in looking at a variant of the 
Type 26 anti-submarine warfare frigate — a prospect many people here think is a long shot. For its part, Germany’s 
land forces suppliers, Krauss Maffei Wegmann (KMW) and Rheinmetall, are looking to secure several big armored 
vehicle deals from the British Army; perhaps most notably the eight-wheel drive Mechanised Infantry Vehicle 
requirement for which their jointly developed Boxer platform is a front-runner. 

KMW is also competing with BAE Systems for a large British Army bridging program. Last year, the British 
government's Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR) said the UK will work to intensify the security and 
defense relationship with Germany, including exploring future equipment collaboration and expanding training 
opportunities between the armed forces.  



Fallon told guests at the German Embassy event, which was also attended by the British defense secretary’s 
counterpart, Ursula von der Leyen, that the review had lifted Germany to top-tier status among its allies, something 
formerly only afforded to the US and France. Despite the moves to strengthen cooperation, the SDSR said Britain 
intended to continue a drawdown of troops from Germany, which is scheduled to see the withdrawal of all troops by 
2020. Source : Defense News 

Ship detachment Russia's Pacific Fleet returned to Vladivostok after 
participating in Naval Interaction-2016 exercise 

The Ship detachment of Russia’s Pacific Fleet, including ADMIRAL TRIBUTS and ADMIRAL VINOGRADOV large 
ASW ships, PERESVET large landing ship, ALATAU sea tug and PECHENGA tanker, returned to Vladivostok after 
participating in the Naval Interaction-2016, joint Russian-Chinese exercise, says press center of RF Defence Ministry.  

The exercise was held on September 12-19 in the aerial, coastal, and naval zones of the South China Sea. Russian and 
Chinese seamen performed tasks on ship defense, searching, rescuing and convoying of vessels as well as detecting 
and identifying aerial objects, and carried out artillery firing against naval targets. The servicemen of both countries 
performed landing operations on the simulated captured island at the final stage of the exercise. Such exercises are 
held by the Navy of Russia and China regularly. These events are aimed at strengthening military cooperation of two 
countries. Source: Portnews 

Australian Navy submarine returns from five-month deployment 

 

Collins Class Submarine HMAS Sheean comes alongside Diamantina Pier at Fleet Base West after being deployed for 
five months. Photo: Royal Australian Navy 

Following a five month deployment to south-east Asia, Australian Navy submarine HMAS Sheean returned to Fleet 
Base West, in Rockingham, Western Australia last week. Sheean’s deployment included visits to Singapore, Kuantan, 
Subic Bay and Darwin as well as involvement in Exercise Kakadu, held in the waters off the top end of Australia. 

During her deployment, the submarine also completed a supported maintenance period with the assistance of 
Submarine Enterprise partners. Personnel and stores were effectively mobilised and deployed in challenging monsoon 
conditions for logistics and maintenance support visits in the region. Commanding Officer Sheean, Commander Jason 
Cupples said he was proud of his team. 

“After several months away and numerous hours dived, the crew have worked and performed impeccably, accepting 
all challenges and displaying professionalism second to none,” he said. Commander Submarine Force Captain Matt 

Buckley said the boat had been busy completing tasking in support of protecting Australia’s national interests. “This is 
yet another highly successful deployment for an Australian submarine into the Indo-Pacific. Through the excellent work 
of the crew, supported by the Submarine Enterprise, Sheean has delivered a sustained and highly effective deterrent 
capability with excellent reliability achieved throughout,” he said. Source : Naval Today 



A proud achievement indeed for a conventional boat. After numerous problems with the class in the 
past, it is reassuring to see such successes. 

Australian submarine program in danger of running aground 

French shipbuilder DCNS has been chosen to design Shortfin Barracuda submarines for the Australian 
Navy.  

Australia's next-generation submarines development project faces an uncertain future after a substantial information 
leak from a contractor overseas and strikes by government employees at home. The Australian government last Friday 
announced it had selected major U.S. defense contractor Lockheed Martin for the task of integrating combat systems 
in the planned new submarines. With a systems integrator finally in place, the vessels' development can finally get 
underway.  

It is "an important step in the development of Australia's regionally superior future submarines," Defense Minister 
Marise Payne said on Friday. But the announcement also highlighted delays that took place during negotiations, as the 
selection came a whole five months after Canberra had chosen French shipbuilder DCNS for their design. The delay 
appears to be the result of major security concerns arising from an information leak at DCNS, who won the bid over 
Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and Kawasaki Heavy Industries, and leading German defense contractor 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems.  

A local news report revealed the leak of classified data related to Scorpene class submarines DCNS designed for the 
Indian navy, including stealth features and underwater performance capabilities. The Australian defense ministry 
subsequently asked the company to improve information security. A source said the time taken to strike a deal was the 
result of having to take extra security measures after scandal. "The Americans were reluctant to work with Germans or 
French in the first place," the source said, adding that the leak made them even more unwilling to accept the deal, and 
that led to a drawn-out process of creating an information security system that met the U.S. company's standards. 

Meanwhile, in late September, work related to the safety and design of the submarines stalled as about 40 naval 
engineers, architects and technicians at the defense ministry staged a week-long strike "against the degradation of 
technical capacity in the Defence Department," according to the Professionals Australia union. The strike also targeted 
a "future frigate program, the offshore patrol boat program and the replacement of a vital naval refuelling vessel. “The 
members warn that budget and payroll cuts may bring an end to the submarine program due to a skills shortage, and 
called on the government to improve working conditions.  

US Navy christens amphibious transport dock John P. Murtha 

 

USS John P. Murtha at Penn's Landing in Philadelphia ahead of the commissioning ceremony. Photo: HII/Twiter 

The U.S. Navy has commissioned the amphibious transport dock ship John P. Murtha (LPD 26) on Saturday, Oct. 8, 
during a ceremony at Penn’s Landing in Philadelphia. Designated LPD 26, John P. Murtha is the tenth amphibious 
transport dock ship in the San Antonio class. These ships incorporate both a flight deck to accommodate CH-46 Sea 
Knight helicopters and MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, as well as a well deck that can launch and recover landing craft 
and amphibious vehicles. 



The ship is named in honor of John P. Murtha, who served his country both as a Marine and in the halls of congress. 
Murtha served in the Marine Corps for 37 years and saw service in the Korean War and in Vietnam, a tour that earned 
him the Bronze Star with Valor device, two Purple Hearts and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. Murtha represented 
Pennsylvania’s 12th Congressional District from 1974 until his death in 2010. 

John P. Murtha will provide improved warfighting capabilities, including an advanced command-and-control suite, 
increased lift capability, in vehicle and cargo carrying capacity and advanced ship survivability features. The ship is 
capable of embarking a landing force of up to 669 troops and a surge capacity of up to 800. 

The ship will be crewed by 381 officers, enlisted personnel and Marines. The 24,900-ton John P. Murtha was built at 
the Huntington Ingalls Industries shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi. The ship is 684 feet (208 m) in length, has an 
overall beam of 105 feet (32 m), and a navigational draft of 23 feet. Four turbo-charged diesel engines power the ship 
to sustained speeds of 22 knots. Source : Naval Today 

READER COMMENT 

1. Ref IRGC demands USN leaves the Persian Gulf - I find it amusing that the reference is to the “Persian Gulf”.  I 
guess calling it the “Iranian Gulf” would have elicited some strong international condemnation and “Arabian Gulf” is 
unacceptable in Iran.  “Back to the future ..”? 

Rather good point. 

2. Ref Naming of USN vessels - I agree with you – and stay away from politicians’ names. Another ship name 
that didn’t sit easy with me was USS The Sullivans.  By all means commemorate the 5 brothers who lost their lives 
but why not name the ship USS Sullivan and in the ship’s history tell the story of the Sullivan brothers?  

3. Ref new FREMM the 2nd Normandie - From when I served in France I have wondered how France can afford to 
maintain a navy that size and keep building new ships.  I am still wondering 

Well they do keep production lines going and spread the project cost – as long as a war does not break 
out! 

4. There is an interesting piece of technology (past and present) in the SAN. That is a steel hull with an 
aluminium superstructure. The first was SAS Vrystaat as an RN experiment, but we like the RN had to give up this 
conversion of late WW II destroyers (W-class) to ASW frigates with the addition of an Al superstructure. It did not 
work as the corrosion between Fe and Al was fierce. The strike craft were the same idea, but the Fe/Al bond was by 
explosive welding. In this technology you place the two materials at a slight incline and blast the one onto the other 
with HE. In the collision the molecules are compressed to plasma and a molecular exchange happens of the two 
metals. This prevents electrolysis between the two metals. This way you had a steel face to weld to the deck, and the 
aluminium superstructure welded onto the other side. It works. You can actually weld various dissimilar metals like 
steel and copper 

USS Belknap also had a steel hull with Aluminiun superstructure to save weight. I guess the only way to 
be sure of a safe vesssel is a steel one, or for smaller vessels, GRP etc though they too have limitations 

5. Eifo Ngqura?? (translated from Hebrew = where is Ngqura?) 

That is the trouble with using new local names ipo established ones is that they are often meaningless 
elsewhere. Funnily the previous name was also a local one but through time became known to most – as 
Coega, some 20km north of Port Elizabeth! 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The management has decided to declare 10-14 Oct as a leave period and thus the staff will be taking the waters in 
Montague. This should not affect the daily issues but should there be any interruptions, I hope you will understand. 

Please also note that we cannot please all our readers all the time as you are a very diverse group and from a number 
of countries. Thus I do cover a wide range of subjects to give you a choice to ignore what is not of interest. At times I 
will let off steam on matters not entirely maritime although the results affect the whole country but feel that is my 
prerogative as I spend enough time looking for and editing news. So please feel free to ignore it. Have a great week. 

AGS 


